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PREFACE. 



To come before the public aa an aatbor, 
with an apology for doing so, liaa become so 
customary, that it is almostariolationof good 
manners to appear without it ; aud yel eo 
common, as often to obtain but the passing 
compliment of a look, or perhaps a smile; 
and the pages it occupies are turned over, 
to find what is expected to be more inleresl- 
ing in the book itself. But a few momenta, 
therefore, will be ssked for an attention to 
prefatory remarks. 

In selecting books for her own children, 
the writer found a work of this kind a desid- > 
eratum. The usual studies in a common 
course of education, geography, arithmetic, 
&c., are now so simplified and ao brought 
down (o the capacities of the mere child, or 
we might say, infant, that they are oflen ac- 
quired, before the mind is sufficiently strong 
to receive, to much advantage, the more com- 
plex theories of philosophy and chemistry, or 
sufficiently matured, to relish the dry defini- 
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tions of gramtnar, either of out own, or of a 
foreign language. There is, in such ca^es, 
a vacancy of a year or two, somewhere be- 
tween the ages of sis and ten or twelve, (ac- 
cording to the capacity and previous advan- 
tages of the child) which might be profitably 
filled, in part, with a study which would in- 
terest at the same time that it would improve 
and strengthen the mind, without creating a 
distaate for books by being dry or unintelli- 
gible. This vacancy, it was thought, might 
be supplied in some degree, b; an abridge- 
ment of ancient history. 

But to write such a history, particular 
enough to be interesting, without being te- 
dious — to insert all that ia necessary, in or- 
der to keep the connexion, without burden- 
ing the memory by a multitude of facts, will 
be found, by any one who attempts it, a task 
of no small difficulty. How far the present 
attempt will answer the purpose intended, 
must be left for others to decide. 

It may be asked, ' Why adapt the charac- 
ter of the hook to children ? why not elevate 
it to the taste of the youth of fiileen ? ' The 
answer is, that this would be attempting to 
fiwce an abridgement upon those who ought 
to study the whole ; and the vacancy com- 
plained of would still remain unsupplied : 
besides that, it would be arrogating to her- 
self an ability which the Author does not 
rJaim to possesa. 
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Another objection may be urged hy thooe 
not much accustomed to the instruction of 
children, riz. that the answen of the children 
in the recitations, are far above the f tyle of 
their remarks. But is well known to Itaehers, 
that children will ippeat the words, or very 
nearly imitate the style, of the author they are 
studying ; even when the language would ap- 
pear to be far above their comprehension, if 
compared with the style oftbeir ordinary con- 
versation with each niher. 

For the rest — children are best pleased 
with those books, which most closely copy 
their own thoughts and words — their own 
little pleasantries and every day occupations. 

Should this little work fall inio the hands 
of those who notice every imperfection, tliey 
will doubtless Gnd sufficient employment. It 
has been written in the midst of the cares and 
business of a femily. Very few of its pnges 
have been arranged apart from the interrup- 
tionsofchildren'spratile, while ver^moR^ have 
been, not only tcrittea, but, doubtless, lo the 
great annoyance of the printer, copied too, 
with a little one on the tap. whose paper must 
be allowed a place, and whose pen must be 
filled, precisely as often as her mother's ; with 
the addition of all those comforting assistants; 
such as a shake of the table, or an occasional 
slide of the paper, or an upsetting of the ink, 
or B climbioff upon tha neck; which, moth- 
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ere, who wisely turn aathors, may at almost 
any time be supplied. But to those who 
know what such interruptions are, and are in- 
clined to look with indulgence upon what- 
ever proceeds from a good motive, though but 
imperfectly performed, the book is offered 
with some degree of hope that it will be ac- 
ceptable. 

The appearance of future volumes, should 
life and health be spared, will depend entire- 
ly upon the opinion which the public shall 
form of this. An opportunity to finish the 
work would be gratifying: but the last to 
crowd the efforts of her own pen npon the no- 
lice of the public, will be, 

The Author. 
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TO CHILDREN. 



In preparing the following pages for jour 
use, the author has eudearored to make the 
language very plain, and easy to be under- 
stood; and to write nothing about ancieiit 
times, which is not supposed by historians to 
be esactly true. She has preferred writing 
upon Ancient History, because she thinlis 
there are many things in it rery interesting 
and very instructiTe to the young ; and be- 
cause there were no books on that subject, 
which were suitable for you. They are all 
too large and too expensirej and written for 
older people; and it would be difficult fcs 
you to understand them. 

The author does not suppose she has writ- 
ten a book that is perfect : and she espects, 
if it should attract the notice of the critics, 
they will tind, or think they fiod, many faults 
in it. However, if there be any thing really 
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wrong or improper in the book, the author 
hopes youT friends will tell ua of it; so that 
jon may not be injured by it, and that she 
may know hjw to write the better, another 

When you have read this little work, if 
you will let her know ihat you and your pa- 
rents are pleased with it, she will endearor, 
when she has leisure, to write one or two 
more volumes ; in which she will tell you of 
the Macedonians and their famous kinga ; 
and of the Jews, God's ancient people ; and 
also of the Romans, that powerful nation, 
who conquered almost all that was then known 
of Europe, Asia, and Africa, and who gov- 
erned all these countries at the time when 
Christ was upon earth. 

In the intervening time, she wishes you 
to think of her as your afieciionate friend, 

The Author. 
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CHAPTER I. 



' Well, mother,! said the frolicksome Hen- 
ry Harrison, aa he came home from school 
on the last day of the summer term, ' Well, 
mother, do you remember what you prom- 
ised us ? ' 'I have promised you a great 
many things,' said his mother, ' and always 
intend to perform my promises ; but you must 
tell me what particular promise you refer 
to.' ' Oh, I mean about a new study. You 
said that when Fanny and I had finished 
Colburn's Arithmetic, and Peter Parley's 
North America, we should have a new stu- 
dy — now we are ready for it, if you will 
please to tell us what it is to be.' 

Mrs H. Ancient History, my son. 

Francea. Is that a useful study for girb, 
mother ? 

Mr» H. Very useful for any one, if 
properly taught. In the greater part ofyour 
■tudies, you leam the present state of things 
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14 JDTBXII.B ROLLin. 

in the world, and bow to make use of ob- 
jects around you, for your comfort and hap- 
piness. In History, you learn a little how 
to conduct yourselves, by tbe good or evil 
conduct of others, and the good or evil con- 
sequences which followed their conduct. It 
is somethins like learning by experience. 

Benry. Really, mother ! That is a new 
wrinkle to me, as uncle Robert says. But 
1 must confess, I should like amazingly to 
have the experience of some' of those famous 
old kings I have heard about, such as Solo- 
mon and Alexander tbe Great, and so on^ — 
especially if I could have it by merely read- 
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And a comical pair of kings to be 
put together, surely, are Solomon and Alex- 
ander. 

Mm H. And you cannot have this knowl- 
edge merely by ' reading a book or two ; ' it 
requires reflection and application. 

■ H. Well, never mind that— you must 
know I read a story the other day, of a man 
who took for his rule when he was quite 
young, 'Patiewt and Perteverance.' Now 
I reaUy took a fancy to adopt this for my 
motto ; perhaps 1 could accomplish as ma- 
ny wonders as he did. 

' You will have to turn over a new leaf to 
do that,' said Jane with a hearty laugh; and 
Henry himself, lost the long face ho had 
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drawn on while he was making known hia 
new resolution. He waa an uncommonlv 

Elayfulboy, apd although eleven years old, 
ad never applied himself very closely to 
his book, Bod was not as good a scholar as 
his sister, who was two years younger, Yef 
his pareats and friends were well educated, 
and their conversation was instructive. 
The children, therefore, possessed much 
general knowledge, besides what they had 
acquired trom books. But in this respect 
too, Henry was behind his sister; for she 
was often listening to what was said, while 
he waa at play. The principal difference 
between them, however, was this: Frances 

Eis very observing, and very sedate, while 
enry was very careless, and wanted to be 
always in a frolic. He loved any body that 
would 'make fun,' as he called it, and could 
never endure to see a grave face. As to 
patience, he was not overstocked; and of 
ice he had scarcely a particle, 
resolution, therefore, was in no 
small degree amusing to Jane, the rounser 
of the three, who was quite pleased to find 
something which she could turn upon him, 
in return for the very frequent jokes he 
played upon her. 

' But what books shall we study in, ma- 
ma f said Frances. ' Go to my table, my 
dear, and bring me the volumes you find 
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there,' said Mrs H. ' Now tben, Henry,' 
said Frances, with a aly look, as she re-en- 
tered the room, ' here is a fine trial for 
your motto.' Henry's face leagtliened in 
earnest when he saw four great volumes, 
and read upon their backs, 'Rollin's An- 
cient History,' volumes one, two, three and 
four. 'Mother,' said he with a mournful " 
look, ' mother, must we learn them 'alii' 
' How should you relish the taak, my boy ?' 
said hia mother, gaily. ' Why, if it is real- 
lyneceasary — or at any rate,' said he, bright- 
ening up, ' I '11 try, for I never should hear 
the last of it from Jane, if I should give 
out, BO quick. And besides, I should really 
like to know what folks did in old time/. 
But now just please to tell us, mother, for 
you do not look as though you are in ear- 

Mr» if. I am pleased to see your reso- 
lution, Henry, but you need not until you 
are older, learn half there is here. I am 
going to select for you the most interesting 
portions, and keep the conpexion of the 
history along in the best manner I can; 
sometimes by telling you stories, and some- 
tmiea by reading to you or giving you le»- 
sona to recite from thesB books. ' Oh, / 
should like that,' interrupted Jane; ' may i 
learn with Henry and Frances ?' ' Certain- 
ly, my dear, if you wish,' replied her mo- 
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ther. ' When shall we begin f asked Fmn- 
ces. ' As you are bo far from school,' said 
Airs TI. , ' I do not intead to send you ae^n 
until spring; and in the mean time I will 
tench you whtU I can of ancient history; 
and for variety, you shall write, and also 
reyiewyour school studies: will that suit, 
if you firet have a week for vacation?*. 
' Exactly, mother,' exclaimed Henry, glad 
to be released from the contineroent of 
school. 

The week passed rapidly and pleasantly, 
and at the time appointed the children w6re 

Juitc ready to begin their new study; even 
lenry himself was willing for once to ex- 
change his kite and ball, and his hammer 
and nails, and leather strings, and jack- 
knife, for a book, and a great book, too. 

' With what kingdom, or at what age of 
the world shall we begin, mamaP' asked 
Frances, as she laid the first volume on her 
mother's lap. 

Mrg. H. You are acquainted with whet 
little of history there is to he learned of the 
time before the flood; we will therefore go 
no farther back than thai event. But I whI' 
first tell you that the dates of the transac- 
tions in these early times are very uncer- 
tain. The moat we can say is this: by 
comparing the length of the lives of the 
persons named in the hihie as having lived 
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18 JUVENILE BOLLIN. 

before the flood, we find the date of that 
event to be the year of the world 1G50. 
After this you know the tower of Babel waa 
built ; but upon the confusion of languages 
which took place at that time, the inhabi- 
tants separated and went into different parts 
of the earth. It is thought thai the de- 
scendants of Shcm settled in Asia, those of 
Ham in Africa, and those of Japheth in 
Europe. There were, however, many of 
each family who intermingled with the fam- 
ilies of the others, or settled in their neigh- 
borhood. I give you this as a very general 
rule, to which there were many exceptions. 
It is thought by some that Aaher, the son 
of Shem, founded the kingdom of Assyria; 
and by others, that Nimrod, the grandson 
of Ham, went eastward and built Nineveh. 

H. Then we shall first take the kingdom 
of Assyria? 

Mt3 H. Rollin commences with Egypt, 
and we may as well follow him; because 
the early history of Assyria is very little 

f . And who founded the kingdom of 
Egypt .* 

Mr» H. Mizraim, the aon of Ham — 
about the year of the world 1800. 

if. Do these books tell ua much about 
Mizraim f 

Mn H. No, nor any other books; nor , 
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much about any of these early ki^s. But 
before we begin the history of £gypt, I 
wish you to tell me something about ita gt;- 
ograpky; and then I will tell you of its cu- 
liosities. 

F. Egypt is the noTtheastern part of Af- 
rica, and Jies on the southern shore of the 
Mediterranean sea. 

H. Yes, and it is watered by the Nile, 
that curious river that answers the purpose 
of rain to the inhabitants. 

J. How? I do not understand that. 

H. Why, you see, Jane, it hardly ever 
raine in-Egypt ^ but it rains a great deal in 
Abyesmia, the country where th^ Nile rises; 
and every year, in the rainy season, the 
river gets tilled, and more t,oo, and runs 
over, and overflows all the country, and es- 
pecially the level land of Egypt between 
the river and the moimtaina, a space of fi& 
teen or twenty miles wide. 

J. But does it not do mischief t our 
floods often do. 

JUrs H. Not often. The country is so 
level that. the water does not run very fast; 
and besides, at this time the northeast winds 
blow very strongly, and help to keep the 
water back. The water is very slimy, and 
this slime settles on the land, and is better 
to enrich it than any other kind of manure. 

J. What time does it rise? 
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Mr» H. It commences in May, and over- 
flows its baaks in June, In September it 
begins to subside, and returns to its natural 
channel in November. 

J. But this only wets the ground a part 
of the year. 

Mr» H. The inhabitants have contriv- 
ances to take care of the water, and keep it 
to use when they please. They.never have 
' to quit their work and fly to their houses to 
escape a shower of rain, as we often do, 
but they have other things to attend to 
which we do not. Frances, read the aeo- 
tence 'I have marked here, and you will un- 
derstand me. 

F. ' In giving this river to Egypt, Di- 
vine Providence did not intend the inhabi- 
tants should remain idle. The country was 
cut into numberless canals, in which the 
water of the river was preserved for moist- 
ening the land during the dry season. Open- 
ing and shutting these canals was a work of 
much care and importance. Those in the 
upper or southern part of the land were 
first opened, then those farther down the 
river. When the water had partly subsi- 
ded, the places by which they communica- 
ted with the river were filled up, so that the 
water could not run out. The ancient 
Egyptians also constructed curious pumps 
to raise the water to the higher lands. 
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These were moved by wheels, which were 
turned sometimes by oxen, and sometimes 
by slaves." 

J. But how did the people live when 
their land was covered with water? How 
did they get abofltf 

Mrs H. Their villages were built on el- 
evated spots of land, and during the inun- 
dation they sailed about, instead of riding. 
In some parts, however, there were cause- 
ways, or high roads, built from one place to 
another. 

.if. And are all these things just so in 
i^ypt now? And ia it as fruitful as it used 
to be? 

Mrs H. Oh no. The people are under 
bad governors and a tyrannical government ; 
their rulers oppress them, and take no pains 
to have them instructed; and therefore the 
people have grown ignorant, and idle, and 
vicious, and extremely poor. Their canals 
are much neglected, and their lands suffer 
from want of care, and they are in general 
a miserable people. 

F. And as we are to learn from the ex- 
perience of others, I suppose this should 
teach ua to be prudent, and industriqiiBi &nd 

Mrs H. Quite well applied, my- dear. 
And you may usually observe, that evil fol- 
lows evil in the order I have mentioned. A 
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man, or a family, or a nation, bj becoming 
ienorant, will usually grow idle, then vi- 
cious, and then poor and degraded. Now 
let us attend a little to the works of the 
Egyptians, for they were remarkably inge- 

H. Well then, mother, what did they do 
in thfse ancient times that was so very 
wonderful? 

Mr» H. They exceeded all other nations 
in the arts of bmlding and pava^ng. There 
are many remains of their temples and pal- 
aces now standing, which are perfectly as- 
tonishing. How they could contrive to cut 
from the solid rock, and erect in their tem- 

Eles and in the streets of their cities, pil- 
irs one hundred and fiily or two hundred 
feet high; or how they could raise to the 
height of several hundred feet the immense 
blocks of granite of which their pyramids 
are built, it is impossible now to conceive. 

H. ]put that appears to me an extrava- 
gant story, mother. What did they do it 
for? 

Jlfi*s H. Some of the ancient kings em- 
ployed hundreds of thousands of their sub- 
jects, or of their prisoners taken in war, in 
transporting the stone from* the quarries In 
upper Egypt, cutting them into proper 
shape, and engraving the hieroglyphics up- 
on them. One of these pilea is said to be 
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now seven hundred feet square on the 
ground, and five hundred feet high, taper- 
ing as it rises until it is no larg'er on the top 
than a common parlor. There were steps 
running around the building on the outside, 
and thus the ascent to the top was long, biA 
easy. Generally, they were intended for 
Bepulchres for the kings who built them; 
but they were often ao cruel to their sub- 
jects, that their friends did not dare to place 
their remains .where they could be found, 
for fear they would be taken away and de- 
stroyed by the angry multitude. It is 
thought, too, that the ancients studied as- 
tronomy upon tlie tops of these high build- 
ings. 

J. Did Ihey know anytbing of astrono- 
my, mother? 

Mr» H. Yes, they were considerably 
acquainted with that science, and also with 
geometry. 

F. But their painting, mama — ^you sp«ke 
of that. 

Mr» H. Yea, there are ruins' now, on 
the walls of which there are paintings three 
thousand years old, with the colors as bright 
as ever: more brilliant than any thing we 
can now find to paint with. You have read 
in the bible that in very early times the 
'fine linen,' and 'embroidered vrork of 
Egypt,' and their scarlet and purple, were 
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in gteal esiim&tion, particularly amoog the 
laraelites. 

H. Well, what else did they build be- 
sides pyramids! 

Mrs H. Their teinple8..and palaces, al- 
though in ruins, are still the wonder of the 
world: Such immense walls, and gat^s, 
and rows of pillars, and sphinses, as can 
hardly be conceived by those who liare 
never seen them. They often cut statues 
of their gods or their kings, from one piece 
of rock, which were of immense size. A 
late traveller, one of the American Mis- 
sionaries, mentions measuring a statue of 
Menuion, seated on a high pedestal. He 
says they ' stood on'the'pedestal and meas- 
ured twelve feet on me teg, and still wanted 
considerable of reaching the knee.' The 
length of the little finger is more than four 
feet. Another statue of the same person- 
age measures twelve feet tnrough the body, 
and the arm is four feet in diameter, and 
the statue is more than sixty feet around 
the shoulders, 'f 

if. Now that 19 grand! I should like to 
see such a character, right welt. 

J. I should not; I should be afraid of 
it. 

H. You are a chicken-hearted little 
girl, Jenny. 

Mn H. There was the Labyrinth too; 
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this consisted of twelve palaces, arrang- 
ed around twelve halls, and containing 
fifteen hundred rooma: and there were the 
same number underground: aodthey were 
nil so connected by passages and winding 
Btairs, &c. that it was dangerous to go into 
it without a guide, lest you should get lost 
and never find the way out. 

The Temple of Jupiter, at a town now 
called Carnac, still exhibits most wonderful 
remains of its former grandeur. In one 
room are sixteen rows of pillars, nine jn a 
row — and many mqre in other rooms, some 
of them are twenty fee t in circumference, 
and sixty or seventy high. A column at 
one of the gates is forty feet square, and 
seventy high. And before some of the 
gates there are double rows of statues, and 
sphinxes of fifly and sixty in a row. These 
things are cut out of one piece; and often 
every statue has the image of some god 
before it, of the same piece with itself. 
Some of the stones which form the roof are 
twenty feet long, and are yet in their places. 
And all this atone was brought more than 
one hundred miles. And also the Obelisks; 
I must not forget to tell you about these. . 
They were stones of various sizes, from 
'ten to twenty or thirty feet square at the 
ground, and tapering to a point at the top, 
find were oAen one hundred and fifty or 
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two hundred feet high. Then all these 
buildings and statues and obeliska were 
covered with hieroglyphics; thai is, figures 
or characters of all shapes and forms, look- 
ing as much like Chinese letters as like 
any thing; and also figures of animals: 
these were the public records of the ac- 
tions of their kings or their gods. They 
were cut in the rock as the letters are cut 
in tomb-stoDes: in one temple however, or 
rather in a vast sepulchre consisting of sev- 
eral rooms under ground, and called the 
tombs of the kings, the stone is cut away 
and the letters lefl standing out, as though 
Ihey were made by themselves and fasten- 
ed on to the wall. 

While Mrs Harrison was telling this 
long story, the children gazed at her with 
their eyes wide opeq and their breath drawn 
in, as though they feared the slightest 
■novement would interrupt her, and spoil 
the story. But when she stopped, Jane ex- 
claimed after drawing a long breath, ' Oh 
mother, what strange people;' while Henry 
broke forth, starting up and driving to the 
window and back again, ' Well now, I pro- 
test, I wish I lived there among these won- 
ders; I mean to go there, at aiw r " ' 
ske*— ' 



Fanny, very characteristically askecR — ' Did 
they make nothing us«/til, mamma? ' Occa- 
sionally,' replied her mother. Although^ 
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the Labyrinth was intended to keep the 
sacred crocodiles, and the Pyramids to be 
merely tombs for the kings, yet there were 
some works of great usefulness. Such 
were the canals — and also a lake which 
was dug for the same purpose — and one of 
the kings cut a canal from the Nile to the 
Bed Sea, large enough for ships to pass 
through! There was also a light-house on 
the shore of the Mediterranean; the firat 
that was ever built. v 

H. But mother, what were the names 
of the kings who erected these wonderful 
monuments? I should like to remember 

Mr» H. In most cases it is impossible 
to tell with any degree of certainty] Had 
they been useful things, the names of their 
builders would, undoubtedly, have been 
handed down, with gratitude, to posterity. 

J. But the lake, mother — that was use- 
ful certainly. 

Mrt H. And fortunately it bears the 
name of its projector, and is called Lake 
Moeris to this day. 

F. And the light-house"too.. 

Mr» H. That was buUt in much later 
times, by a king called Ptolemy Philadel- 
phus; and perhaps I ought not to have 
mentioned it here. The name of the archi- 
tect was Sostratus. He wished to he ' con- 
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sidered by the future inhabitants of the 
world, as the real builder, and therefore 
engraved his own name in the marble; 
then covering it with time or mortar ho en- 
graved the name of the king hia employer, 
on that. When the mortar fell off and the 
artifice was seen, his name was disgraced 
instead of being honored. 

F. So I should think. But were there 
not more people in Egypt fonnerly^than 
there are now? 

Mrs H. Vastly tnore. It is said that at 
one time there were twenty thousand in- 
habited cities: and there were often from 
fifty thousand to one hundred thousand men > 
employed at once on some of these great 
buildings. The city of Thebes, in which 
was that Temple of Jupiter which I men- 
tioned, had one hundred gates, and at each 
oftbem could send out ten thousand sol- 
diers at once. An army of two or three 
hundred thousand was no rarity. 

J. Why, mother, I thought people were 
all the while growing wiser and wiser; and 
I supposed those, who lived so long ago, 
very, nery ignorant. 

Jura a. In some respects they wer^, 
but they understood some things which we 

J. What, besides (hose you have men- 
tioned? 
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Mrt H. Did you ever hear of mum- 
mieaf 

J. Yes, but I do not know what they 

Mrt H. They are the bodies of dead 

H. Dead people, mother? Real dead 
people? 

Mrs H. Tea, my child; the ancient 
Egyptians had a way of taking out the in- 
ward parts x^{ the head and body, and filling 
^eir places with spices, which preserved 
Ihe fleih from putrefying, and left it to dry 
away until it became hard. Then, the 
body waa wrapped in several thicknesses 
of cloth glued together; and then placed in 
an open cof&n; and the Egyptians kept 
them in their houses, atanding against the 
' sides of their toome. 

J. Oh horrible ! horrible ! how could 
they hare them there! I should hot sleep 
much in such a room. 

Mrt H. It was considered very honora- 
ble; for no on» was allowed to be embalm' 
ed, who had'lived a vicious, or even a. aee- 
less life. Sometimes large rooms were cut 
in the sides of the mountains which border- 
ed Egypt, on the east and west, and these 
mummies- were placed in them, in large 
stone coffins, called sarcopbagi- 

H. So these mummies are dried up dead 
. 3» 
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people. Well — I believe I Bhall not make 
my calculations to live in Egypt yet, for 
fear Ihey will make a mummy of me. 

F. Recollect, however, that you mnst 
be good and useful before they will give 
you the honor of mummyfying you. 

Mrs H. Yea, and some ot our young 
acquaintances would stand s poor chance ' 
of being esteemed by the ancient Egyp- 
tians, unless they thought less of eating 
and drinking, and more of early rising anS 
beibg industrious than they seem to at 
present. 

H. You rally me rather hard, mother — 
but [ am young yet, and mean to overcome 
my bad habits, one of these days. 

J. When you have learned by your 
reading' history experience — 

F. And when you apply your motto to 
your own improvement — 

H. Oh girls, do be still now, and let s 
poor fellow live, Mother, I should think 
these people must have honor enough to 
make good laws: do you know any thing 
about that i 

Mrs H. Yes: they had some good laws, 
and some bad ones; and their kin^re were 
bound by these laws aa well aa their sub- 
jects. One of their best laws was, that ev- 
ery child should be taught them. Murder 
and perjury were punished with death. 
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Tbe Iklse accueer suffered the Btuae i 



) pun- 
ishihent, which the accused would nave 
received, hadfhe crime been proved against 
bin). If a person borrowed monej, be must 
^ive the embalmed bod;^ of bis father or 
near relative, as a pledge' for the payment 
ofthe debt; and wbile this pledge remain- 
red in the hands ofthe creditor, the debtor 
-was not allowed to be embalmed, or to have 
Jthia honor conferred upon his children. 

B. Well; I guess they took pretty good 
«;are not to get into debt, then — I wonder if 
•ve could not have some such laws; people 
-say Bometimes, ' an ounce of prevention is 
better than a pound of cure.' 

J. When you get to be governor, we 11 
have new laws. 

H. Oh yee Jenny; 'I'll be King and 
you shall be Queen, and we '11 have things 
go just about right. But, mother, what 
religion did they profeaa? You have not 
told ua that exactly; only you mentioned 
images of their gods and sacred crocodiles. 

Mrs H. Of course, they were idolaters 
if they had images. But they worshipped 
not these only, but thesuii, the moon, the 
Nile, ancient heroes; and alao various ani- 
mals, such as cats, serpenta crocodiles and 
storks, and even leeks and onions. One of 
tbeir principal deities was called Apis, and 
was worriiipped under the form of a bull. 
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When one died, the whole countiy was 
searched to find a auccessor. Ho was 
known b^ having particular' spots of cer- 
tain colors upon him; and when he waa 
found, the whole countrj waa filled with 
rejoicing. At the funeral ceremonies of 
one of these bulls, more than filly thousand 
dollars were expended in show and parade. 

H. Ffly thousand dollars at the funeral 
of a bull! Well done, Egypt! 

Mr» H. Recollect then, my dear chiU 
dren, from what foDy and wickedness we 
are preserved, by the light and knowledge 
communicated to us in tne Bible. But this 
was not all; the animals I hare mentioned 
were embalmed, and kept in temples erect- 
ed to their honor; and in a time of famine 
they would eat each other, before they 
would kill a sacred animal. 

F. O mother! I am disgusted with this 
picture of ignorance and folly; may we not 
go to aomething else? Did they have any 
books ? 

Mrs H. Yes, ihe first libraries we read 
of were in Egypt. The places where they 
were kept were called ' offices for the du- 
tfuti of the toul. Their books were made 
of the bark of the plant called popyrtw, or 
sometimes of skins, dressed somethiDg as 
we dresB leather. The pieces were glued 
together, into one long strip, and it was 
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rolled up and put iato a case, iaatead of 
being bound in a volume like our books. 
In early times, they stood first among the 
nations in learning and the atts; and otber 
nations sent ambaesadors to them to team 
their skill. This excited them to make im- 
provements that they might keep their ex- 
alted station. They were divided into 
castes like the Hindoos, and these castes 
never intermarried: and the son always 
followed the trade of his father. The 
priests pretended to great knowledge of fu- 
ture events, and to be able to perform mir- 
acles by means of their enchantments. The 
public records were kept by them, and 
written in hieroglyphics, which no one but 
themselves understood — and, therefore, 
when in the decline of the whole nation, the 
priests became less learned than their 
forefathers, the knowledge of these charac- 
ters, was lost; and much of the early his- 
tory of Egypt, which, probably was very 
interesting, is entirely lost with them. No 
one, now, understands the multitude of 
characters that cover every statue, and 
obelisk, and sarcophagus, and temple, in 
the land. 

' We have had a long lesson for the first 
one. Now I will give you another for to- 
morrow evening; and then I will be the 
questioner and you may answer me. You 
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may look at the history of the kings of 
Egypt, and I wish you to notice particular- 
ly their good and evil qualities, and tell me 
what you think of them.' So saying, Mra 
Harrison left the room, but the children 
still chatted about the Egyptians till quite 
Buppertime. Frances could have liked them 
but for their idolatry; Henry was captiva- 
ted with their skill in architecture, but poor 
Jane was in trouble lest she Sihpuld dream 
all night about mummiea, , 
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CHAPTER II. 

HISTORY OF EGYPT.— KIHGS. 

Henry. Well, mother, we have looked 
over our lessons, and' we think Rolliit tells 
rather a discouraging stor^ to begin with. 
He says, the ancient history of the Egyp- 
tians is all involved in obscurity and contra- 
dictioas, and that no two historians a^ree 
with each other; and that the Egyptians 
themselres were so proud that they wished 
to make people believe their nation existed, 
at kast, 30,000 years before the world was 
made, and that it was governed by gods and 
demi-gods all that time. 

J. What are demi-gods, mother? 

JUra H. Heathen nations always suppose 
there is a race of beings Buperior~to men, 
but not quite equal to the gods, and these 
they call demi-gods, or half gods. But 
Henry, can you not find anything to recite 
in your lesson; was there not such a king as 

H. Yes mother; the first king of that 
name built the famous city of Thebes, which 
you mentioned yesterday. 
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J. I recollect you told us that Egypt was 
founded by Mizraim : was Busiris next after 
him? 

F. No: there were several kings whose 
names are mentioned by some writers, but 
there is nothing more than their names 
known. 

Jtfrs H. Do you recollect anything of 
Oaymandias'? 

H. Oh yes, mother; he made wai* 
against the Bactriana, with an army of 
400,000 foot soldiers, and twenty thousand 
horsemen. After he relumed, he erected 
a most splendid building, ornamented wilh 
Bcuiptui^e and painting, to commemorate liis 
expedition. In one room there was repre- 
sented an assembly of Judges ; but how were 
these made, mother? 

Mr» H. They were cut from the rocbs 
like almost all the works of the Egyptians. 

H. Stone judges, then, — no doubt they 
were t^-rigkt men: a good hint really. 

J. But, where did the Bactrians live, 
Henry? 

H. Here is Bactriana, on the map, Jane; 
away to the southeast of the Caspian Sea, 
and northeast from the Persian Gulf. It is 
now the eastern part of Persia. 

J. His soldiers had a long walk of it. 
But why did he go there? 

Jlfr* H. For no other purpose, probably. 
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than to subdue the Bactrians to the Egf {^ 
tian power. - 

' J. Perhaps they had provoked Osyman- 
dias to do it. 

Mr» S, I should think not, as they were 
so far distant and so ignorant, they would 
not be very likely to know much about th« 
^Egyptians. And it ought to be a very great 
provocation indeed, that would juBtify one 
poweT in attacking another. JDifferencee 
might be settled, without this dreadful evil, 
if there was anything like a right spirit in 
the contending parties. 

if. But there muet be some way to pre- 
vent one kingdom from injuring another, or 
there would be terrible lioies in the world. 

Jtfra H. Certainly: while men are so 
fond of injuring their neighbors. But war 
makes 'terrible times in the world' too; 
and it is most earnestly to be desired, that 
some way may be devised besides taking 
away the lives of such multitudes, as are 
always killed in war; and we have reason 
to hope for better times, 'when men shall 
bea^ their swords into ptoughsh^'es, and 
their spears into pruntng-books, and shall 
learn war no more.' 7 

H. Now, if you please, mother, I should 
like to return to the story. 

Mrt H. We will, my son; but I can- 
not too deeply irapresB upon the minds of 
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my children, an abhorrence of the principles 
and practice of war and bloodshed; and I 
shall often call your attention to this subject 
as we proceed. Do you recollect any other 
work ascribed to Osymandias? 

F. He erected a Mauaoleum for himself 
of great magnificencB. It was encircled 
with a golden girdle nearly two feet broad 
and five hundred feet in circumference ; and 
on it, were represented, the rising and set- 
ting of the sun, moon and the planets. 

J. He understood astronomy, then; but 
what is a mausoleum, Fanny ? 

J''. Sometimes people build houses over 
a grave, .instead of setting up merely a 
tomb-stone; not tiousea to live in, but for 
monuments for the dead, and for show, and 
to write inscriptions upon, and such things. 

J. Thank you: I believe I understand 
you. But this thing must have been very 
rich f 

H. Yes, it seems there were mines of 
gold and silver in Egypt then, from which he 
obtained his money. 

Mn H. Yea, in the early ages of the 
world silver and gold mines were very com- 
mon. There were many in the eastern 
world, particularly in Asia Minor, or 
Turkey in Asia, which have long been ex- 
hausted. But what king is next mentioned ? 

H, Uchoreut. He builtthe cityofMem- 
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phis, which was aflerwards the residence of 
the king^ 
JIfrs H. Can you tell me anjrthin); about 
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kings, and took possession of the northern 
parts of the country, and even of JMemphis 
itself, and they and their sucueasora reign- 
ed there 260 years. They were called 
Shepherd Kings. And RoUin says, that it 
was in the time of one of these kings, that ^ 
Abraham and Sarah went into Egypt. 

F. Was not Fhenicia afterwards called 
Palestine? And wtia not that the land 
where the Jewa afterwards lived? 

Mt* H. The north part of Palestine 
was the southern part of Pheaicia. Tyre 
was the capita] city, and it was the mother 
of many colonies; Utica and Carthage, in 
Africa, and Cadiz in Spain, were settled by 
people from Tyre. Now, can you tell me, 
Jane, what other Bible history, besides that - 
of Abraham and Sarah, is connected with 
Egyptian history? v 

J, The story of Joseph, mother; and 
Moses, and all about the Israelites hving in 
Egypt, and bow their little children were 
killed by Pharaoh, and how they went away 
at last, and how Pharaoh followed them 
with hia army to bring them back, and was 
drowned, with all bis men, in the Red Sea. 
Is n't that it, mama? 

Mrs H. Yes, my dear, you are right. 
But can any of you tell me which king this 
was?. 

F. It appears not to be very certain; 
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but Roltia thinks it was Sesostris, who be> 
can to pereecute the Israelites, and hie eon 
Fheron, who .was drowned in the Red Sea. 

Mrs H. Yes, and some diecoveriee, late- 
ly made by a French gentleman, engaged 
in deciphering the hieroglyphics, go far to 
pi'ove this to be the case, and that a monu- 
ment was erected and inscribed to commem- 
orate that event. 

B. Oh, I wish I could go there and find 
out some of these wonderful secrets. 

F. Welf; keep to your motto, and per- 
haps you will in due time. ' Patience and 
perseverance ' works wonders sometimes. 

Mrs H. And what can you' say, Jane, 
about Sesostris P 

J. Oh, he was one of (hose great con- 
querors whom we are obliged to remem- 
ber, because they do so much mischief. 

H. But, surely Jane, there were some 
good things about him. He was very welt 
educated and taught to disregard hunger 
and thirst and fatigue. And all the boys, in 
Egypt, that were bom on the same day with 
him were taken to his father's coui't and edu- 
cated with him, so that he might have wise, 
and faithful, and affectionate counsellors 
when he became king. 

J. Yes, and all this, that be might be the 
better soldier. For my part, I do not tike 
BDch fighting people. 
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Mn H. The education was good in it- 
self, though the motive for it was wrong. 
Bui we must remember, my dear, that they 
had Dot the light of Christianity to guide 
them to right motives, as we have. 

J. Then, w,ere they not wicked for doing 

]ttra H. Certainly for they Iiad knowl- 
edge enough to teach them to do much bet- 
ter than they did: but they had not proba- 
bly as many advantages for knowing what 
. was right and what was wrong as we have, 
and therefore, wemust not Judge of them too 
severely ; we must endeavor to profit by what 
is really good in itself, the' we should prac- 
tise it from right motives. But what coun- 
tries did Seaostris conquer? 

H. The Arabians, who lived on the eastern 
side of the Red Sea; the Lybians, who lived 
west, and the Ethiopians, who lived soulh of 
Egypt. AAer this he conquered all the 
southern part of Asia as far as the Ganges 
— then, he subdued the countries around 
the Black Sea, and as far into Europe as 
the river Danube. In all these countries, 
be set up pillars with inscriptions recording 
his conquests. He took a muhhude of cap- 
tives home with him, and employed them in 
buildiog for him. 

J. Building what? I have forgotten. 

H. In the first place, a hundred temples 
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to as mKDy gods, as tokens of his gratitude 
for the success he thought they had granted 
him in his wars. Then he built high banks, 
on which, more villages and cities could be 
situated securely froni the iuundations of 
the Wile. A greatraany of the canals were 
the work of Sesostria, or at least, were made 
by his order ; and he fortified all the distance 
from'Pelusium on the Mediterranean to He- 
liupolis on the Nile, to prevent those eastern 
nations, whose countries he had conquered 
from invading his dominions. 

J. Well ; I should think he would be 
afraid of some of them. Don't you think 
mother, when those poor conquered kings 
came to pay him their tribute, he used to 
harness them to his chariot, and make them 
draw him to his temple 1 Ob, what a mean 
fellow! 

H. Oh, take care Jenny; don't lose all 
your patience; you may need ' some for 
some other great conqueior. ' 

J. 1 don't mean to have any patience with 
him 01 any other great conqueror. It was 
so cruel, when he had taken away their 
kingdoms, and then to make them draw him 
about as if they were horses. I never shall 
like him. 

3f. I am glad you dislike his conduct, 
Jane, hut we must remember, that such 
things were very common then, aind those 
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kings did not feel obont it as we should. 
But can you not recollect some good thing 

J. Why, he loved his own people, and~ 
was kind to them, and left them very richi 
and was I suppose a great and wise man, ex- 
cepting the iQiBchieflie did to other nations. 

H. That 'a you, Jane — when you once 
make up your mind, don't you alter it for 
the world. 

Mn H. Henry is quite inclined to get 
into a Aolic, I see; but he must moderate 
himself enough to tell us what became of 
Sesoatris. 

H. Indeed, mother, that ts rather a sad 

Suestion; for after he had reigned thirty 
iree years, he became blind, grew tired of 
life, and killed himself 

Mrs H. And whatyear of the world waa 
this.> 

H. Two thousand five hundred forly-aix. 

Mrs H. Frances, can you tell me any 
important events that took place about the 
time of Sesostris? 

E. An Egyptian, by the name ofCe- 
cropB, led a colony of people across the 
MediterraneuQ to Greece, where he settled 
them in twelve cities,' which, afterwards, 
composed the kingdom of -Mhena. And 
also, Cadmus went from Syria to Greece, 
and carried with him sixteen letters, which 
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formed the Phenician alphabet. Thus, " 
learDiDg was introduced there, and soon 
spread and flourished, till Greece became 
more celebrated for literature than any 
other nation in the world. 

Mr» H. The Egyptians tried to prove 
that Cadmus and hia letters were of Egyp- 
tian origin. But, now, will you tell us, Jane, 
what you recollect about Pheron? 

J. It was Pheron, or as he U called in 
the bible, Pharaoh, that was drov^ied in 
the Red Sea, He was once so angry at 
the Nile, because it rose unusually high, 
that he threw a javelin at it, as though he 
would punish it. After Pheron was drown- 
ed, there is nothing known of the kings for 
a great while. 

Mrs H. Can you tell me, Fanny, a story 
that Rollin relates, about a Tyrian prince, 
who came to the court of Proteua, the next 
king who is mentioned? 

F. I found it rather difficult to under- 
stand, because I did not 'know any thing 
about it before, only I had heard some of 
the names. I believe that Paris, the son 
of Priam, king of Troy, a city in Asia Mi- 
nor, was on a visit at the court of Mene- 
laus, then king of Athena. He felt in love 
with Helen, the wife of Menelaus, and ran 
away with her and all her treasures. On 
his way to Troy he was driven by storms to 
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the coast of Egypt, and being so near, he 
paid a visit to Proteus. Proteus found out 
what he had been doing, and took awaj 
Helen and her riches and kept them, and 
sent Paris home. The Greek governments, 
which were small, and had never been uni- 
ted before, now formed an alliance and be- 
sieged Troy. The Trojans could not con- 
vince them that Helen was not in their city, 
aod they continued to besiege it ton years, 
when (hey succeeded in taking and destroy- 
ing it. On his w^ back lo Greece Mene- 
laus went to visit Froteus, and received his 
wife and all her treasures, which had been 
kept safe for him. This is called the Tro- 
jan war. 

Mr» H. Yes, you have recited the story 
as it is in Rollin, and he took it from Hero- 
dotus, a historian, who acquired his infor- 
mation in Egypt. But as Egypt is very 
,far out of the way in going from Troy to 
Athens, and as other ancient authors say 
nothing of either the visit of Paris or Men- 
elaus to Egypt, it looks very like an addi- 
tion to the story. All we know, for cer- 
tainty, is this, that there waa such a war 
occasioned by such a circumstance. 

H. At what time of the world was this, 
mother P 

Mrt H, Authors are not agreed about it 
) place it at the year 2800, and oth- 
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ere at 3100. However, it was about three 
thousaod years ago, or near the time when 
Saul waa king of Israel. Now, can you" 
tell me who was the richest of all the kings 
of EgypK 

H. RhampainU'm. His successors, Cheop» 
and Cephrenua were tlie most wicked pod 
barbarous princes that were known; but the 
neat prince, Myrcerinus, was a very good 
man. All these kings built pyramids, and 
so did the next one, Asychis. 

F. But that built by Asychis, was of 
brick instead of stone, and was thought, to 
be better than any which had been built be- 
fore it. 

Mti H. We now come to a long inter- 
val again, in wbich there is no history which 
can be depended upon. But there are in 
the Bible, some references to the affairs of 
Egypt, which I will mentioo to you. King 
Solomon married a daughter of one of the 
kings; another called Shishak, invaded the 
land of Judea in the days of Rehoboam the 
son of Solomon, and carried away immense 
riches from the temple at Jerusalem, amoa^ 
other-things there were three hundred shi- 
daU of pure gold, which Solomon had made. 
Do you recollect anything about Anysisf 

U. He was blind, and Sabaccus, or So, 
king of Ethiopia, drove him from his throne, 
and reigned over Egypt fifty- years very 
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well; and then, he went back, peaceably, 
into his own kingdom, and Anysis came out 
of hia hiding place among the swampe and 
fene, took hie throne again ; at least, so aaya 
the book. 

Mr» H. Yes, so says the book: but it 
would be far more agreeable to know with, 
more certainty how much more to believe. 
But ancient authors mixed so much fiction 
with the iruth they wrote, that it is impossi- 
ble to separate it. Sethon ia the next king 
meationed. What do you recollect of him? 

F. He wished to be a priest, and neglect- 
ed the duties of a king. He ie supposed 
to be the same king whose aid was sought 
by the Jewa against the advice of their good 
king Hezekiah, when the Aaayrians invad- 
ed Judea. 

Mrt B. You may repeat that story more 
particularly. 

F. The Assyrians, under Sennacherib, 
had conquered a great part of the land of 
Israel, and were going to take Jerusalem; 
the king wished his people to trust in God, 
aa the prophets commanded them; hut they 
sent secretly to the king of Egypt for kelp. 
He came with a great army, but the Egyp- 
tians defeated him, and drove him back into 
Egypt, and ravaged the country, and then 
came back and encamped before Jeruaa- 
tem: but God sent an angel which de- 
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stroyed in one night one hundred and eigh- 
tjr-five thousand men. 

H. And atler Sethon, TharacK T«igned 
eighteen years, and then the Egyptians 
were in great confusion about a king, till 
at lost twelve princee took the throne and 
leigned together a long time very peacea- 
bly. 

Mrs H. Some authors think, Ihat the 
Aesyrian king taking advantage of the con- 
fiised state of things, seized the opporttmi- 
ty to subdue Egypt, and divided it into 
twelve parts, and placed one oftheae noble- 
men over each. 

H. But the story of Psamjnetichut ia 
true, is it not? 

Mrs H. Probably; you may repeat it, 
if you please. 

ff. It had been foretold by an oracle 
' that he, who should offer his libations to 
Vulcan out of a brazen bowl, should gain 
the sovereignty of Egypt.* 

J. Please to esplain this to me, mamma. 

Mr» H. Vulcan, was one of the gods of 
Egypt. In the temples of many of the 
gi^, there were persons appointed to an- 
swer all questions put to them, and the 
people supposed these answers came direct- 
ly from heaven and were perfectly correct. 
Sut these persons had wit enough to give 
an answer, which could be interpreted in 
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more war« than one ; so, that if tjie prophe' 
cj failed to be accomplished in the way 
the people expected, the priests could still 
satisfy them that the oracle was correct, by 
givioff them the other interpretation, and 
then It was their oton ignorance, which pre- 
vented them from discovering the true 
meaning before. And if it happened as 
the priest had foretold, then of course the 
oracle at that temple gained new credit. 
A libation was a liquid, usually wine or 
blood, poured out before a god as an offer- 
ing or saciifice. 

J. Thank you, mother; I will not in- 
temtpt again. 

JHrs H. Unless there is something you 
do not understand, I hope you mean; in 
that case, T choose you should ask for ex- 
planations. Now proceed Henry. 

H. One day, these twelve princes were 
together making their libations in the tem- 
ple of Vulcan; but jiot finding a golden 
bowl for each, Psammetichns took his bra- 
zen helmet from his head and used it. The 
other eleven princes took the alarm, and 
banished him. He remained concealed, 
till he was told that some Grecian soldiers 
had been cast by a storm upon the coast of 
Africa, who were covered with arms of brass. 
He now called to mind another oracle, 
which had promised him the help of ' bra- 
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zen men from the sea coast;' and he im- 
mediately hired (hem, and with the help of 
what ibrces he could obtain in the neigh- 
boring country, he attacked the other kings 
and gained the throne for himself. 

F. Perhaps, if they had let htm alone, 
they might have enjoyed their crown all 
their lives. 

Mr* H. Undoubtedly; and it was in 
this way that many of the predictione of 
these oracles were fulfilled. Frances, can 
you find any reference to this king in the 
Bible? 

F. The wars, between him and Senna- 
cherib, are mentioned in the second book 
of Kings and in Isaiah. It is related by his- 
torians that he attempted to go against Je- 
rusalem, but was obliged, first, to take 
Azetus, or Ashdod, which lay on the bor- 
ders of Egypt and Palestine, and was in 
possession of the Assyrians! The siege of 
this city lasted twenty-nine years, and is 
the longest mentioned in history. Psam- 
meticfauB died, while Josiah was king of 
Judah. 

Mr» H. And what other king of £gypt 
is mentioned in scripture. 

H. Nechao, a Pharaoh Necho. It was 
in a battle with him that Josiah was killed. 

Mri H. Did Necho go to subdue the 
Jews? 
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B, . Ifo, he was going against the Asajr- 
rians, who were dow becoming 9o powerful, 
that he wEiB afraid they would conquer 
Eg^t next, if he did not keep them back. 

Mrt H. How happened Josioh to have 
an; thins to do with bim ? 

H. He did not like to have such an im- 
mense aimy march through hia country; 
and besides, he was afraid fliat when Necho 
came back, he would conquer Judea; Ho 
l|e went ont and fought sgaiuet him to stop 
his march, and was killed in battle. 

Mn H. Then it would have been much 
better for him to have let the contentions of 
these kinga alone^ and trusted in God to de- 
liver him, Jane, do you remember any 
thing els^ about iXecboP 

J. He undertook to cut a canal from the 
Nile to the Red Sea, but after one hundred 
and twenty thousand men had perished in 
the attempt he stopped the . work, because 
an orach bad totd him that it would open a 
road for the barbarians to enter Egypt. 

H. I shall not forget one thing that hap- 
peaed in the time of Necho. He sent some 
ships through the Red Sea to make discor* 
eries on the eastern coast of Africa; and 
they Bailed farther and farther, till they 
went, quite around Africa, and went home 
through the Mediterranean Sea after being 
gone almost three years. 
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J. But was not this way knowa before? 

Mrs H. No. The people, in those days, 
did not know any thing about the eouthern 
part of Africa, and this discovery made, by 
the ships of Necho, was sotm foi^otten and 
the way w&s not again kabvn, until about 
three hundred and thirty years ago, it was 
^ain fliscovered by Vasquez de Gama, a 
^rtuguese captain, who first went that way 
from £urope to Tudia. 

J. But, mother, I do not know exactlj 
where Assyria was. Was it the Syna 
which we see on t&e maps of Faleetine. 

Mr* H. No. It was the country now 
called Persia. Necho was not always suc- 
cessful against the Assyrians, for, one of 
their kingd sent his son Nebuchadnezzar 
asainst him, who defeated him, and obliged 
him to retreat within his own territories and 
atay there. 

F. But, mother, I recollect that when 
he returned from his first expedition against 
the Assyrians, he stopped in Judea and took 
tbeir king Jehoahaz prisoner, and sent 
him to Egypt, and gave the throne to his 
brother Jehoiakin, and obliged him to pay 
a heavy tribute, for the privilege of being 
called a king. 

Mrs H. And when did Pharaoh Necho 
dieP And who succeeded him? 

H. He died in the year 3404, or flix 
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hundred yean before Christ, sod was suc- 
ceeded by bia eon pBatnmia and be by his 
son Apries, who is called in scripture, 
PharaoB tio^ihrah. He was so succeaaful 
irt first, and grew so proud, that be pietend- 
^d to be above all the gods, and even that 
the !Nile was under his authority. He re- 
Ju^^ Palestine, Fheiiicia, and the island 
flf Cyprus to hia power J^^ 

Mri H. The Jewa ^era ever inclined 
to look to Egypt for help, when they vere 
in tmy trouble. By aome means, they bad 
become &ee trom Egypt, ^nd were tributary 
4a the Assyrians; but, wishing to revolt 
Ij^om tbem likewise, they entered Into a trea- 
\x iVith the Eef ptiaos, .who promised to help 
^leoij if kingl^ebuchadiiezzar attempted to 
Bubjept them again to his authority. But, 
^hen Apnea ^tout to perform his promise, 
and saw the great army of the Assyrians, he 
was afraid of tbem, and retreated, leaving 
the defenceless Jews to the consequences 
of their qwn folly. Nebuchadnezzar took 
Jerusalem and deatroyed it, and carried 
the inhabitants, with their king, to Baby- ' 
JoD. 

f. How cowardly and cruel it waa in 
the Egyptians, to leave the Jewa jn their 
(touble. * ■ 

jlfi*i H. . Yea, hut it waa a just punisb- 
ifient upoa the Jewa for their disobedience 
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and idolatry. Will you read to us the te- 
maiotng history of Apries^ 

F. He had been so prqud, that God had 
often sent messages to him by his prophets, 
threateaiag to destroy him, and these 
threatenings were faithfully accomplished. 
The Cyrenians, a colony from Greece, 
«wne to Africa, and drove the Lybians from 
their country, and settled in it themselves. 
The Lybians fled to Apries for protection, 
and obtained an army for their relief: but 
this army was so soon and bo entirely de- 
Btroyed, that the Egyptians foolishly imag' 
ioed it had been sent into daneer for the 
purpose of being destroyed, tbot Aprisa 
might not hare them^ to fear, if the people 
should rise against liim. 

H. I gueas they bad a notion of rebel" 
ling, or (ney would not have thought of that 
reason. 

jar» H. Whether they did or not, they 
were now so eoragod that they rebelled at 
once. Amaaia was sent to the principal 
party to endeavor to persuade them to re- 
turn to their duty. But the moment he be- 
gan'to speak, they placed a helmet upon bis 
head, in token of offering him the crown. 
He accepted bis new dignity, and joined the 
revolters. A distinguished nobleman was 
sent upon the same errand, but being unable 
to persuade them to lay down their arms, he 
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had hie nose nnd ears cut off hj At)ries, wbo 
did not consider, that want of power ore- 
Vented him from executing his orders. This 
ipjuatice oSended the Egyptians more than 
ever, and they miirched against the king and 
obliged him to flee into Upper Egypt, while 
Amasis enjoyed the crown some years." 

During these commotioba, Nebuchadnez- 
zar, who had.jtjst overthrown the great 
city of Tyre, thinking it a good time to ex- 
tend bis conquests over Egypt, entered and 
made the most dreadful devastation where- 
ever he went. At length he concluded a . 
peace with Amasis, and lelt him upon the 
throne as his viceroy. Alter the departure 
of Nehuchadnezzar, Apriee attempted to 
regain his dominions, but was defeated, 
takea prisoner, carried to his former palace 
at Sais, and there strangled. 

Mrs H. The conquest of Egypt was a, 
punishment sent upon it for its pride and 
idolatry, and had been particularly foretold 
by the Prophets of Israel. They had said 
that Nebuchadnezzar's army should have 
great difficulty in taking Tvre, biit should 
find nothing there to reward th6m for their 
toil; but that they should have Egypt, with 
all its riches given to them as their wages. 
This was all verified, for the Tytians re- 
moved alt their wealth to their new city 
when they abandoned the old one to the 
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eooquerors ; and Egypt, soon after, was 
overrun by the same army and given up to 
be plundered by the soldiers at their plea- 
snte. Now, Henry, canyon telt us what 
became of Amasis? 

H. He appears to have been quite a 
good prince, and reigned forty years. He 
built many temples, and one in pRrticular, 
which was cnt out of one slone, and brought 
from Eliphantine, about four hundred miTes 
up the Nile; two thousand men were em- 
ployed three years in transporting it down 
the river. It was nearly forty feet long, 
twenty five feet broad, and fourteen in 
b eight. 

Amasis Was fond of learning, and hind ts 
Strangers, particularly Grecians, a cireom- 
atance very unusual among the Egyptians. 
His son Bammenitus reigned after his death; 
but he was deposed by Camhyses, kine 
of Persia, or Assyria, as it had been called, 
and Egypt was reduced to a province of the 
Persian Empire. This was in the year of 
the world 3479, or five hundred and ttfenty- 
five years before Christ. 

Mri H. And here endU the history of 
the Egyptians as an independent kingdom. 
Ever since that period, it has been govern- 
ed bj foreigners, except, that, now and then 
an Egyptian would get possession of the 
throne for a short time by tebelling agtunst 
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his foreign master, and in such cases, the 
kingdom was in perpetual confusioa, and 
he, who attempted to. wear the crtiwn, soon 
lost that and his life together. 

J. But, mother, are we to hear no more 
of this people? lam sorry to leave them 
in sucl) a. desolate condition. 

Mr* If. Yes, my dear, we shall read a 
great deal more about them, when we come 
to the history of the nations who conquered 
them, but it will be only as a dependent pro- 
vince; for the prediction has been perfectly 
fulfilled, that ' there should be no more a 
prince of the land of Egypt.' The Persians, 
you see first conquered; the Macedonians 
succeeded the Persians ; then, the Romans 
conquered it; then the Saracens; next the 
Mamelukes, and lastly the Turks, who still 
keep poaaession of it, 

F. Have the Egyptians been as prosper- 
ous and happy, since they were conquered, 
as they were before? 

Mrs H. Not so prosperous; hut 80m»- 
timea- they have been happier, by far, than 
they were under some of their roost power- 
ful kings. Now I should like to know what 
opinions you have, each of you, formed of 
the character of the Egyptians as a people. 

H. I like them very much. They had 
faults I know, and who has not? but they 
were so powerful, and erected such immense 
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edifices, and such curious statues, and all 
Bucb things as if they intended that either 
the; or their works should live forever. Oh, 
I like the Egyptians, vastly 

F. I like them as a nation except their 
ridiculous idolatry. Any one bad only need 
look out of doors in a bright starry oi^ht, it 
seems to me, to be ashamed of thinking 
an animal could be a god. And I think too 
that some of their kings were bad; hut I 
admire their skill, and I shall never forget 
that the first libraries were in Egypt. 

J. And I suppose they were very wise 
and very wicked. 

JHr» H. And / think you have ail formed 
very correct opintom. 
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CHAPTER III. 

HISTOKT.OF THE ASSYRIANS. 

* Afsma, ' said Jane aa soon as she saw 
her mother take her sewing and sit down 
for the aflerDoon, 'JUiama, are ^ou really 
to give UB another lesson in history?' 
'Yes, mv child, if you wish it now;' repli- 
ed 'Mrs Harrison ; 'but where are Henry 
and Frances?' ' They are looking over a 
mop, but I will call them.' 

Mrs Harrison waa gratified to find the 
feelings of her children interested in the 
study of history, even iu the way she was 
obliged to teach them, which, she was sen- 
sible, was very imperfect; for she was not 
one of those ladies, who have all their time 
at their own conunand, and can spend it in 
making morning cells and evening parties. 
Pleasant as it was to her to v\sit and enter- 
tain her friends, she felt that herjirit duties 
and he r^tr it pleasures, ought to be at home; 
and she found them there. Yet, she did 
not imagine because her bands were always 
necessarily employed in providing for the 
bodily wants of her little family, that she 
could find no time to cultivate their minds 



s^dj-Googlc 



JUVENILE KOLLIN. 61 

or improve their Leart& It cost her m&ny 
an effort indeed, when fatigued, or when 
her mind was all engrossed in some other 
subject, to disregard her own feelings, for 
the sake of improving an opportunity to in- 
struct her children. Her children were 
not better taught than the children of many 
of her neighbors, merely, because their 
mother Anew more than other ladies, or had 
more time tbaji they, or always felt in a 
mood for giving instruction; but because 
she felt her Iresponsibi lilies as a parent, and 
hod resolution enough to overcome her own 
jnclinatiooa, for the good of others. She 
WBS ex^tremely fond of reading, and she 
wished her children to receive the same 
pleasure from books, which she did; hut 
she linew they never would, unless they 
were provided with proper books and were 
drauti, (not dritjen) into a fondness for it, 
while they were young. She therefore 
was careful, even when they could put but 
three letters together, and were obliged to 
spell every word, to see that they under' 
stood every sentence they read; and thus 
in the firpt line they ever read, they found 
the pleasure of learning something new; 
Bomething that conveyed an interesting ideC 
\o their minds: and the idea of a book was 
ever afterwards associated in their minds, 
with ideas of pleasure. Not that they were 
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atuiayi rettd; to leave play for stud/; Hen- 
ry especially; but a book was no object of 
BveraioD, and at all thuir ' odd hours' was 
tbeir coni[>aBy. 

I have kept my yonng readers long in 
waiting for the history of the Assyrians, 
and no doubt, they begin to think by this 
time, that Jane is not very good to go of 
errands, or she would have been back long 
ago with Henry and Frances. But I wiU 
venture to keep them all out of the room a 
few moments longer, till I have time to tell 
you that these were not all the children 
which Mrs Harrieon had to call for her at- 
tention ; George was just getting a sentence 
at a time in his little Geography; and find- 
ing out that ' fire beans and seven beans 
made twelve heans;' and 'if nine little 
boys were at play and four of them went 
home there would be five left.' Then 
there was little Helen, the plaything of them 
all ; and many a good lesson did they re- 
cite while their mother was musing her. 
What if she did try to make them laugh; 
and what if they did forget what they were 
saying and get into a frolic now and then, 
to flee Helen cling to her food a moment 
with all her might and then spring up to 
look and laugh at them till they spoke to 
her ; then curl as closely as possible to her 
mother again till the lesson was going on, 
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and then dart up her head again, setting 
them into a louder laugh than before ; what 
t^all this? The time was improved in some 
degree, and when it was over, the children 
bounded off, with Helen in their arms, 
kiB^ing her harder than ever, and each one 
talking loudest and fastest, to explain to 
their father the remarkable improvements- 
abe was every day making. For these 
children had a father too, who watched- 
tbe every da^ improvement of his beloved 
iamily with no common interest. Mr and 
Mrs Harrison were one in heart, and one 
in purpose and in effort, and nothing was 
wanting on the part of the father, to make 
the instruction or the government of the 
children, easy to the mother. But here 
comes Henry with his map, and Frances 
with the hook; and Jane says, they uouU 
stay a great while after she called them, 
and in the mean time she has been looking 
up playthings to keep the baby quiet, while 
they are reciting. ' But you know we told 
yoa Jane,' said Prances,' that you was hur- 
rying mama, and she ought to have time 
to rest a few minutes before we begin.* 
'And we were not idle, either, mama' 
continued Henry ' for we have been look- 
ing over these m^is, and trying to guess 
what country you would take next; but we 
could not quite agree, for Fanny thought. 



J. Google 



64 JUVINILB ROLLIK. 

th&t as the Persians conquered the Egyp- 
tians, you would begin with them neit; 
but I thought that aa Egypt is in Africa, 
we ^ould stay on that continent tiii we had 
learned all about it, be/ore we go to any 
ether part of the world.- ■- 

Mrs H. Perhaps Rollin agrees with you, 
but I do not. He takes Carthage next; 
but I bad rather leave that kingdom, and 
take those which are connected with ea<^ 
other; and we wiH look at Carthage, .^en 
we come to those nations with whom tbtt 
kingdora was connected. The Assyrian 
£mpire will now occupy our attention. 
You recollect the Egyptians have had no 
little contention with them; and, it was the 
same government, increased by the addi- 
'tioD of the kingdoms Of BabyltHiia, Media, 
and Persia, which finally conquered £gypt, 
as we mentioned in our last lesson. 

F. Is the early history of the Assyrians 
«ny better known than that of the E^yf- 
tiaus? 

Mn 3. N04 not as Veil. The Bible 
'infbmn us, that Kimrod, the grandson of 
Ham, founded Babylon the capital of Baby^ 
Ionia, and then Nineveh, the capita of 
Assyria. Both these kingdoms are oftea 
c^ed Aflsyria, particularly in the scrip- 
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H. But I w«s thinking you told us that 
the children of Ham Beftled in Africa, 

Mr* B. I did; but I likewise told y<m 
that this wfts a very general rule, to which 
there were many exceptions ; for several 
of one family mingled with the other fami- 
lies, as Nhnrod did. 

H. Oh, yea, I recollect it now. But 
when waa the Assyrian Empire founded?' 

Mt» H. Some faiatorions call one time,^ 
or one event, the commencement of this 
kiagdoni, md others; anothei bat Niinrod, 
probably, bnilt those cities about the year 
1800, or one btmdred fifty or perhaps two 
hundred years after the flood. His son, 
Niaus, who is also said to fntve been a 
great conqueror, greatly enlarged Nine- 
veh, intending to make it the most wonder- 
ful city on the earth. It stood on the banks 
of the Tigris, and is reported to have been 
eighteen miles long and eleven broad. The 
widls were a hundred feet high, and so 
thick that three chariots might be driven 
side by side upon the top without danger. 
Beside this there wem fifteen hundred 
towers, twice the height of the walls. 

jff. Oh Mother! Mother! this beats (ho 
E^ptiana! Now I shall be jealous of them 
if they go on at this rate, 

J. I should like to have every nation 
grow more and more wonderful. 
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F. Ferhapolhe Assyriaoa laid out all 
their work on this one city, and did not 
Spread it over all their land as the Egjp* 
tians did. But you observed, mama, 
that NJDUS was a great conqueror; where 
did he go upon this businees? 

Jttrt B. Against the Bactrians. 

J. The Bactrians? They are the same 
people whom Osymandias conquered. 

Mrt H. Yea, but the conquest of XinuB 
were probably a great while before those of 
Osymandias. However, you inuat contin- 
ually recollect, that these ancient dates are 
often incorrect ; and, if I might venture to 
dispute such a celebrated historian as Rollin, 
I should tell him that he must either place 
some things much later than he does, or else 
make some of his numbers smaller: for it is 
hardly possible that within two hundred 
years after the flood when there were but 
eight persons letl alive upon the earth, there 
could have been 2,000,000 3oldiert raised 
from one nation at a time. Yet this is the 
Btory whicli ancient authors tell us and we 
will let it go; observing, however, as some 
proof of its correctness that Ninus had be- 
fore this time conquered a gresf extent of 
countryinall directions around him, and drew 
soldiers, probably, from all his Jominiona 
forthisexpedition. When he attacked Bac< 
tria the captlal of Bactriana, he came very 
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n«sr being defeated ; batSemiramis.tbe wife 
of one of bis generals, contrived a way to 
take the city,whicb succeeded I wish I could 
tell you bow, for I aee you are all waiting 
for tbe story— -but Mr Rollin does not tell ua 
anything about it. 

H. Oh, now I am vexed with him; I 
should like' to see what a good general a 
lady wonld niiike. 

ifrs H. You will have opportunity to 
observe that, as we proceed, for there are 
instances in history quite to the purpose. 
But I can tell you more about SenuranuB 
however. The ki>g fell in love with her, 
and her poor husband, expecting to be kill- 
ed for her sake, chose to kill himself in his 
own way; so the king had nothing further 
to oppose him and he married Semiramia, 
and returned in triumph to Nineveh. Afler 
his death 'she managed the affairs of the 
kingdom with so much skill, that the name 
of SemtramM has ever since been applied 
to queens that were remarkable for their 
enterprise and wisdom and prosperity. She 
alao undertook to do somethmg, which would 
immortalize her name. 
. /. Did she build pyramidn, mother? 

Mr* H. No; but she did at Babylon, 
what Ninus had done at Nineveh ; enlarged 
and beautified it beyond all that bad beeo 
before it. 
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Necessary bueineas, now called Mrs 
HarrisoD away from the children, and she 
the re fore gave themthe description of Ba- 
bylon to read and repeat to her when she 
next bad leisure. After the two little ones 
were asleep early in the evening, finding 
the other thie« in the parlor tocether, she 
fieated herself among them, sayug, ' Now 
Henry can you tell me anything about Ba- 
bylon?' 'Oh, yes, mother,' exclaimed 
Henry, throwing down his chess board, 
' why the walls of Nineveh itself werfe noth- 
ing in comparison of it. I wonder they did 
not use the world up, making such monstrous 
things in those days. 

fV But you have not answered motfaer'a 
tjuestion at all, dear child. 

H. Well then; the walls were three 
hundred fifty feet high, and eighty seven feet 
thick, and built of bricks and a kind of sliroe 
for mortar that soon grew harder than the 
bricks themselves. Then, if you believe it, 
they were fifteen miles long on esch side! 
And all around the outside there was « 
great ditch lined with bricks and filled with 
water. Then, there were twenty-five gates 
of solid brass on each of the four sides of 
the city, and twenty-five streets each way run- 
ning straight Trom one gate to the opposite 
one; and there were a great many towers 
still higher than the walls. 
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tfaickljboilt like 
dose together i 

H. Oh, oo, mama, th«y htA plenty of 
room for yards and gsrdons and orchards 
and such things, for the streets were more 
than half a mileapart: lo that it was more 
like a great wall built aronnd one of our 
iKiantries; except that the streeta were alT 
strBieht,andtbegroiuidalllevel, and the hou- 
ses dl tery aplendid-and then the river too- 

Mn H. What river? 

H. The river Euphntfes^ that raa 
'through the middle of the city from north to 
■oath. The bankB were lined with briok 
snd walled very high, and had gates of brass 
opening into the atreets like those on the 
outside of the city; and n the centre of 
the city there w«b a bridge over the river, 
and at each end of the bridge there ms b 
palace. 

J. But did Semiramifl really do fell this 

Mft H. She probi^ ciMised a great 
part of it to be dmie. But can you, jane, 
remember anything of the temple of Belus, 
which stood in Babylon? 

J. Yes, mama; it is sapposedlobe Oie 
very same tower which the people began to 
build {^ter the flood, when they became oon- 
Ihsed and talked different languages, and 
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could not understand each other; you ksow 
it tells about it in the Bible. It was like 
eight towers built one on the top of another, 
and each one being antaller than the one 
next below it. It was a great deal higher 
and larger than the pyramids of Kgypt; 
<and it had large and beautiful rooms in it, 
and there was a place on the top where peo- 
ple could go when they pleased to study a»- 
4ronoiny. It was uaed aa a temple for sev- 
veral gods, and the gold veeselsalone, which 
belonged to the temple, are supposed to have 
J>een -worth nearly 100,000,000 dollars. 

Mrs H. And what more can you recol- 
Ject of Babylon, or of Semiramia? 

F. She made a journey through all her 
dominions, attending to the conceriM of her 
«mpire, and ornamenting cities and improv- 
ing roads, by cutting through mountains and 
£Uing up vallies'. and she, also, made aque- 
ducts, to carry water to cities, where itwaa 
aotpknty; and spent a great deal of time 
in improving the state ofber country. 

H. The people ^pear to have had tnrn- 
pibes and canals in these days, but I don't 
believe they thought of rail-roads. 

Mrs H, Probably not. Do any of yon 
recollect whether Semiramis was a conquer- 
or or not? 

J. Oh, yes, mama; that spoilt her forme. 

M. Janny 'has set down her foot, tiiat 
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she win not like anything, notevea a queeo 
that ia a conqueror, or even makes a war. 
J. So I bare, «nd I do not like Semira- 
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tiim. Itjs the same dispositioa, which we 
see in children when the^ wish to have all 
Ac playthingB to themselvee, or to crowd 
others back and stand forward themselves; 
And it is, in every degree of it directly o)^ 
posed to that perfect law which says ' Thou 
Aall love thy neighbor as thyself,' and to 
that widely extendjBg precept of our blessed 
Saviour, * Whatsoever, therefore, ye would 
that men should do unto you, do ye even so 
to them.' But to return to our story; wh^ 
became of Semiranua? 

H. It had been told her, by an oracle, 
thtd she should not die, till her son Ninyaa 
conspired against her, and that she should 
have divine honors paid her after her death. 
After her return from India she found Ni- 
nyas was contriving to destroy her, and she 
gave up th&govemmeat voluntarily to him 
and retired to private life, and soon died at 
^e age of sixty-two years, forty-two <ii 
which she was queen of Assyria, y. 

Mrs H. You have remembered y»vu 
lesson very well ; now do you wish to hear 
any more to night, or had you rather go to 
hed^ 

H. I want to know about r^'myas; I 
should think he ought to be a good king, fts 
he had such a good mother to teach him to 
govern well. 

Mri H. On the contrary, he was one of 
the most miserable of princes; he kept a 
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creal many vomen in hie court, and spent all 
£is time among tbem. Hia succeMor*, for 
several hundred yeara, followed bis exam- 
ple; but besides this we know nothing tat 
them. There is here a long interruption in 
the history of the Assyrians. It was durmg 
this time that the war occurred which is m«n- 
tioned in the Bible, when Lot was carried 
captive from Sodom. And it was also in 
this time that Seostris made hi* conquests io 
the SMithem part of Assyiia, and extended 
tbem into India. 

F. And who is the first Assyrian king 
that we bear of after this long interruption? 
JUrs H, His name was Pul. In the 
second book of Kings, you will find that be 
came into the land of Israel, and assisted 
Menahem in securing the throne to himself, 
for which he received a large sum of money. 
This proved a bait to draw other kings of 
Assyria into Palestine to gain riches. Pul 
is supposed to have been that king of Nin- 
~eveb, who repented at the preaching of 

His son, Sardanapulus, succeeded him. 
He was another of those foolish kinga who 
thought of nothing but eating and drinking 
and laying up riches. He lived in Nineveh, 
and gave nimself up to the most despise able 
company and vices. At last Arfaaces, 
governor of Media, seeing him in his palace 
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among his women, pointed and dreesed and 
employed like them, determined, that so . 
many brave men as there were io the Assy- 
riaa army should not serve so miserable a 
priace; and he revolted aganist him. Be- 
lesis the gorenor' of Babvlon joined him. 
Sardanapulus shut himself up in Nineveh, 
thinking that city could not be taken, and 
indeed the siege proved to be of great 
length; but an inundation of the Tigris on 
which the city was situated, overthrew a 
part of the wall, and this bo alarmed Sards- 
napulus that he gave up all for lost, and set 
fire to his palace, and burnt himself and his 
wives and hit servants, and all his treasures 
in it. This ended the Assyrian empire as 
a united kingdom. It was now divided into 
three parts. Media, under Arbaces; Baby- 
lonia, under Belesis; and Assyriaof which 
Nineveh continued to be the capital, under 
a man who took the name of Ninus the 
Younger. He is the saipe who is called in 
Scripture, Tiglath Pileser. And Belesis is 
called also, Nabonassah-Berodach. Baladan 
was bis eon, and after his death we know 
nothing of the kings of Babylon for some 

As for the kings of Nineveh, you will 
find, in tlie Bible, that Ahaz, king of Judab, 
procured the help of Tiglath Pileser against 
the kings of Israel and Syria, or Samaria, 
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and these twokingsveredereatedby them; 
but Abaz was obliged la pay Tigtath Pileser 
a heavy buiu to save his own teiritOTies from 
being next attacked by his conquering ally. 
Salmanezer succeeded Tiglath Pileser, or 
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vet v'^b ^^^ remaifis of iiia may. But 
his misfortune, so Irntated hU temper, 
that he became insupportable to bis own 
bmily, aod he was slain bj tvo of his 
sons, vhile he was worshipping in the 
house of one of hts idol gods. These two 
aoDs fled into the land of Armenia, and 
left Esarhaddon to talM 1^ throne. 
Soon after this the king of Babylon died, 
and there being some confusion about a sue-' 
cesBor, Esarhaddon took the oppoirtunity to 
sieze upon the throne of that kingdom also, 
and thus the empires of Assyria and Baby>- 
lon were again united. 

F. I begin to grow puzzled already, mo- 
ther; please to wait and let ia» see if I uii'- 
deratand it. Yon say, that the old Assyri- 
an Empire was divided into tbrae parts, and 
ttiat now two of tfaem are united again under 
Esarhaddon, king of Ninev«h or Assyria. 
But where is the third part, the Meddau, X 
think it wa9^ 

Mrs H. Yes. Oneoflhe Median kmg« 
whose name was Cy&sareB, havina conquer- 
ed the Persians, a smaU kLng<Kim in the 
neighborhood, had become so poweriiil and 
successful that he ventured to attack the 
Assyrians, in the hope of conqueting tfaem 
likewise, but he was defeated. The Assy- 
rian king then went to the eastent part of hia 
dominions to punish some small tribes, wlw 
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bad refused to assist him in this war, but he 
in his turn was defeated. Then the Medea 
again attacked him, thinking he was so- 
weakened that they could conqner him; but 
they were called to attend to their own af- 
fairs immediately by an invasion of the Scy- 
thians,, a barbaroiiB, northern nation, into 
their country. They overrun the whole of 
Media, and in spite of the inhabitants they 
took up their abode there and lived upon 
them, whether they liked it or not. The 
Medea found they could not get rid of them 
by reason or by fighting, so they tried 
another way. Under pretence of settling 
alt difficulties, and being very hospitable, 
every family upon a certain day ma^ a 
feast ^d invited every Scythian to it whom 
they could find. Suspecting nothing, the 
greater part of them went, and when they 
were all made drunk with wine the Medians 
rose upon them and killed them. The few 
who had accepted the invitations of any 
family and were lefl alive, fled to the king of 
Lydia, who protected thorn; and this caus- 
ed a five years war between the Medes and 
Lydians, which was at last settled and 
peace ratified by the marriage of Astyages 
a Median prince, to Aryenis, a Lydian 
princes. 

The king of Media being once more at 
liberty, again attacked Nineveh, and with 
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tfao help of the king of Babylon, who had 
revolted from Nineveh, he conquered it, and 
then ruled both the kingdoms of Media and 
Assyria. His son CyaxareSrCftUedlnBcrip^ 
ture Darius the Mede, succeeded him, and m 
connexion with Cyrus hie nephew, who 
was a Persian prince, be conquered the 
' kinedom of Babylon. 

ff. And so after all these turnings and 
overtnrnings, the three kingdoms have com^ 
together again and another one with theno, 
under Cyasares the king of the Medes. 

Mrs a. Yes, and aAer hia death anoth- 
er kingdom still was added; &r Maudanjq, 
the sister of Cyasares, waa married to Cani:- 
byaes, the king of Persia, and Aeir son was 
the Cyrus I mentioned as the nephew of 
Cyasares, Cyrus, of course inherited his 
father's throne and as he was general of his 
uncle's army who had no son, he made him 
his heir, and thus the immense empire of As- 
Syria fell to him. 

J. Then we have now got four etnpirefl 
together; the Assyrian, Babylonian, Medi- 
an and Persian ; and they are under a Per- 
sian kins. 

Mrt H. You are right, my dear; but we 
have gone on pretty last. I shall have to 
go back a little to exjrfain some things, a 
uttle more perhaps, but as the principal 
changes seem to be plain to you now, we 
will leave it for this evening. 
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Henry wanted to ask, whether it VU 
not a long task to conquer such a city aa 
Babylon, and Jane was anxious to have her 
mother just say, yes or no, to the question, 
whether the next king wtu b conqueror oi 
not; but not a word mora could they hear 
that uiglu. I 
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HISTORY OF CTRUS AND THE PERSIANS. 

A brighter morning never shone than the 
one which next dawned upon the young 
Harrisons. ' What a delightful day to go 
abroad, mama,' said Jane, at the break- 
fast table ; ' can you not think ofsomewhere 
to gof ' Most certainly,' replied her moth- 
er, ' I can think of a great many places to 
which I should like to go, but it so happens 
that, to-day, I must enjoy the beauty of the 
season by saying " what a delightrul day to 
stay at home and work;" for I have an un- 
usual number of things to attend to. ' ' Then, 
I am afraid Mama will be too busy to tetl 
us any more history;* said Frances inquir- 
ingly. ' I believe you must find other em- 
ployment at least until evening,' replied 
Mrs Harrison. ' Then Henry,' said Fran- 
ces, ' when we have done our other lessons, 
we will cut out that map of the United 
States that mother gave us, and paste the 
states separately on pieces of paste-board, 
and make Rdi»§ected map of it for George.' 
' Oh do, do,' exclaimed George; ' I will see 
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how soon I can learn to put all the atstev in 
Hieir places, and wfatct tlieir namea aie, and 
M about them. ' 

Business being thus arranged for ^» 
day, every thing went on amon^ then a« 
usual, exeept perhaps, thai their leesonfl 
were oommitled quicker than usHol, and that 
Heory'fl copy-book showed the marks of* 
little haste towarda the foot ef the page, as 
doubtless nMffiy of Bay young re«dera, havo 
seen such things on odier children's books, 
when some favarite scheme was to be en- 
tered upon as Hoon as the copy was written'. 
But the map was neatly dons by diotwr 
time, and tHe oAvmooa was Mppareatly m 
blank to be filled with vea^^ ortplay^ tm- 
Qtey thought beet. Mrs Hanvum, nmrev- 
«r, observed that she bad Mwiag enough to 
employ tlie giris; but to the great pleaaara 
of all parties, Mr Harrison told them, b« 
had businesB, four or five miles from home, 
and Ibey might all go with him aad hmv9 »- 
ride. 



They were all ready before their Artber; 
and George not only forgot 'to see how 
aoon' be could learn to pnt his map togeth- 
er, but even forgot to wa^ his thoe after 
eating his dinner ; and bad lo be seal baeb 
flr«n the wagon t» the kitehen, nodei Ale 
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loud laugh of Heniy, who declared ha was 
a little yankee, whose cheeks showed bia 
love for ' pumpkin pie' and ' puddiog and 
molasses.' 

Mr Harrison had thought of tfduas the 
opportunity of the ride to relieve Mrs Har- 
rison of some of her labor, and give the 
children a lesson in history bimself: but 
they were too happy to be interrupted, and 
be wished them to admire and enjoy the 
works of nature alao. ' It is just warm 
eooueb and just cool eDough to be comfort- 
able IS n't it Papa?' said Jane; ' and how 
blue and clear the aky is,' said Fanny; < and 
Me, only see, girls,' says Henry, 'how 
blue thoie mountains look so far off. Oh, I 
should like to live on this hill; lean »te so 
far; and look there, Fanny, can't you see that 
Tillace just along at the foot of the moun- 
tain.' There George, look right where my 
finger points; don't you see the white hou- 
ses, and the church spire P' 'Yes, now I 
see it; but look here, papa, we are coming 
to the river as soon as we get down this hill; 
ia there a brige, papa?' ' Yes, my little son, 
there are bridges over all our rivers ; you will 
see it as soon as wo turn the comer.' 

*rhus they chatted on and ou, going and 
coming and in the evening, oiler they were at 
home they had so many things to talk about, 
that their mother did not care to draw 
their attention from the pleasure of their ride. 
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•Well, little folkB,' said Mrs Hw 
to her cbildren the next afternoon, * did the 
ride yeeterdaj' drive all thouffhte of Cyrua 
and the PeTsinns out of your heads f ' Only 
for the time, mama,' replied Henry, ' but 
the door is open and they may all come in 
again as soon as they pleaee, if you are 
, ready to keep them in order; inama.' 

J. I have'partly forgotten who Cyrus was, 
moitier. 

Mri H. You recollect, I told you that a 

E;ace was made between the Medes and 
ydians by the marriage of Astyages a 
young Median prince, Aryenius ,Byoung Ly- 
dian princess. Well, you recollect that it ". 
was Cyaxares, the son of this Astyages, 
who with the help of Cyrus conquered Ba- 
bylon. Astyages had a daughter named 
Mandana, and she married Cambyses, king 
of Persia; and Cyrus was their son, and of 
course, Cyaxares was his uncle, and Asty- 
ages, his grandfather. He was born in the 
year 3409, or 599 years before Christ. 

H. Then he was son to one king and 
nephew to another, and grandson to anoth- 
er, and when they died their dominions all 
fell into his hands. Quite a lucky boy! 

Mri H. Not a boy, however, for be was 
sixty-two years old when his father and uncle 
died, and led him their great empire. 

W. Surely, then, he was conteoted with'- 
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•vt "v1"'"g eonquostB; I think Jane will 
hav« an opportunity to tike thie king. 

Mrs o. He may perhaps reconcile her 
in Bome measure, to the character of a con- 
queror. 

B. I should like to see her obliged to 
objuige her opinion for once, reaHj'. 

Mri H. If you hav9 done rallying Jane, 
I will tell you the history of Cyrus. 

H. Oh, do, mother; I will try not to 
talk. 

Mr* H. In the time of CambyseB the 
father of Cyrus, the Persians inhabited but 
H small province, and were not more than 
130,000 in Bunber. Butlhey were very 
remarkable for their courage an4 virtue. 
Their laws were intended to prevent crime, 
th^ Aey might not have it to punish. 

H. That was a grand plan I how did they 

do it? 

J. You was sot to talk, Henry. 

Mr» H. By educating all their childrea 
to deteat crime, and to deny themselves 
little gratifications, and to aim only at what 
was useful lud honorable. Ingratitude, 
they punished as the greatest crime. The 
boys were kept in the public schools until 
they were twenty-five or thirty years old. 
They were fed principally upon bread, or 
cresses, and water, and were taught to dis- 
regard hunger, and thirst, and cold, and fa- 
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tigue hj day and tokeepwKtch in the cities 
at night. Thejr were taught to exercise 
theiDfielves in those eporte only, which would 
tend to make them strong and active, and 
were kept under the closest restraint. 

J. Henry may here take a leaaon in hu 
' reading-history-^xperience, ' 

IT. You was not to talk Jenny, my dear. 

F. Was Cyrus, a priuce, educated in thifl 
strict manner? 

Mr» H. Yes, and exceeded all his com- 
panions in learning courage and skill,, and 
in accomplishing whatever tie undertook. 
When he was twelve years old, his mother 
took him with her to see her Tather Asty- 
ages, where he soon was the affeclioR and 
admiration of every person at the colirt, 
Bui the manners of the Medians were very 
different from those of the Persians. Every 
thing was splendid, and the household of 
Astyages lived in ease and luxury; and it 
might be supposed, that a boy of twelve 
years old, would soon forget the plain man- 
ners and simple lare of Persia. 

H. I should think be would fry to forget 
it, and stay with bis grandfather as long as 
fae cftuld. 

Mt» H. He stayed with him live years, 
liut in all this time he did not forget bis 
home, or learn to love the idleness and luxu- 
ry of the Medei. Astyagee, wiehing to 
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pleaee him and to make him unwilling to re- 
turn home, made, one day, a very great 
feast, at which, everything was prepared 
that was beautiful to the eye or delicious to 
the taste. But when he saw Cyrus entire- 
ly indifferent to the whole of this parade, he 
inquired the reason with the greatest aston- 
ishment. 'The Persians,' replied Cyrus 
' have a. much shorter way to satisfy their 
appetite. When they are hungry a little 
bread, or cresses and water answer their 
purpose without all this trouble.' Aatyagea 
then gave him liberty to do what he pleased 
with the food; and he distributed it all 
among the servants; to one, because he had 
taught him to ride; to another, because he 
waited well upon his grandfather, and to 
another, because he took good care of his 
mother, &c. Sacas, the king's cupbearer, 
was the only one who did not receive aome- 
thing. This officer was appointed to intro- 
duce those to the chamber of the king, who 
were allowed the honor of seeing his ma- 
jesty; but as he could not possibly gratify 
Cyrus by letting him go into his grandfa- 
ther's room aaoAenashe wished, be had the 
misfortune to be disliked by the young 
prince. Aatyagea was somewhat troubled 
at this neglect of a servant, whom he es- 
teemed, and he observed to Cyrus that Sa- 
cas deserved attention for the wonderful 
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dexterity with which he served bim. ' la 
that the reaBonyou like him^' aeked Cyrua. 
'You shall see then that I deserve your favor 
for I will wait upon yuu wilh a better grace 
than he.' Immediately Cyrua is equipped 
as a cupbearer, and with a napkin on his 
_ shoulder and tbe glass held lightly in bis 
fingers, presents the wine to his grandfather, 
with a politeness and a grace that aatonished 
and delighted both A^yages and Mendana. 
As soon as it was done, he flun^ himself 
upon his grandfather's neck, cryine out, 
' O poor Sacas, thou art undone, I shall have 
thy place.' ' But there is one part fff the 
ceremony you forgot,' said the king, 'you 
did not first taste it.' ' No, it was not be- 
cause I forgot it,' replied tbe prince ' but 
I Buspectedthere waepoMonin it: ' PoitonV 
exclaimed the monarch. 'Poison! child! 
bow could you think so?' ' Yes, poison, papa,' 
continued (he hoy, ' for not long ago, when 
you made a great feast to the lords of your 
court, after they had drank a little of that 
liquor, I perceived their heads were all 
turned, they sung, and made a noise, and 
talked they did not know what; and you, 
papa, seemed to have forgotten that you 
were a king, and they your subjects; and 
when you tried to dance, you could not 
standuponyour feet.' * But have you never 
seen tbe same thing bappen to your father?^ 
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asked Aityages. ' No, never.' ' What 
thenf ' Why, when he has drank his thiipt 
IB quenched, and that is all.' 

H. A real ' thorough-going temperance 
■caa.' Now I like him better than ever; I 
should think the old king would be ashamed 
to get drunk again afler such a keen reproof 
from such a boy. 

Jlfr» H. While he lived with Afllyages, 
the king of Babylon, ia a great hunting- 
match which he made just before his mar- 
riage, thought iit to show his bravery by at- 
tacking a part of the dominions of ^tyages^ 
who went against him with hia whole army. 
Cyrus went too; and the victory; which toe 
Median army gained, was owing in great 
part to his skill, although he was but sixteen 
years <Jd. Probably, Cyaxeres the son of 
Astyages, who was only one year older than 
Cyrus, remembered his qualifications as a 
soldier, and that this was tue reason why he 
afterwards chose him for the general of his 

M TOY . 

When he returned to Persia the next 

J ear, all the lords of the court and the no- 
ility of the country, and many of^the peo- 
Sle accompanied him to the borders of Me- 
ia, and he parting was very sorrowful on 
both sides, for every one loved him as s 
brother. When the young lorda of the 
palace wanted a ikvor of the king, Cyrus 
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had been the one to obtain it for them; and 
if there were any difficultieB, Cyrus could 
always settle them, and secure the forgive- 
ness of tho offender. Thus they all loved 
him, and were well prepared to submit to 
him, when he came to the throne. He re- 
turned to Persia, however, and to school aa 
formerly. 

When he was forty-five years old he was 
sent fori to go into Media again. Aatyages 
was dead and Cyaxares was <on the throne, 
and the king of Babylon was preparing to 
march against him; and he wanted Cyrus 
and an army from Persia to aMist him. 
Cambyees gave Cyrus leave to "raise what 
troops he wished. To have an army 
who were united to each other by the ties 
of acquaintanceship, Cyrus chose two hun- 
dred of the bravest of the Persian nobifily 
for his first officers^ and each of these chose 
four more for inferior officers ; .again each 
of these chose for himself thirty soldiers. 
Thus Cyrus had 31,000 men under him. 
His father" accompanied him. a part of the 
way, and added to the instructions his mas- 
ters, had given him; taught him, that the 
way to govern his soldiers waste gain their 
affections, and then they would obey from 
love: and that to gain their affections he 
must not only reward the good and punish 
the bad, but must take a kmd care of them; 
8« 
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see that their wants were supplied; lortf 
thbiD and fekl for them; and not Vnl^ op- 
pear, bilt be really, the beat soldier and tne 
beet taan in the army. Thesk iiifcllrtinnrT / 
CrruB closely followed, and jjad t^e pleasurtf 
of seeing his armj entirely devoted to b'~^ 
as well as attached to each other. ir% . 

When he arrived at the court ofWJjQ 
res, he took every possible measure to in- 
Siire sUcceaa, biit waa careful, at the earns 
time,- hot to let the riches and luxury of Me- 
diado mischief to himself or his soldiers. 

He found that the king of Armeniai flat- 
tering himself that the Medes would now 
be destroyed by the Babylonians, had re- 
fiised to pay the proportion of money or 
soldiers, which as tributarieB, they were 
bound to do. Oyftxares dared not attempt 
to compel them at this critical time, for teat 
of losing taoTo money* and troops than he 
could very well spareu Cyrus therefore 
took the business into his own hands. He 
commenced a great hunting match on the 
borders of Armenia, with a large part of 
his troops. After hunting a few days, he 
suddenly marched very near the place 
^ere the king lived, and sent a cominand 
to him to surrender. The king attempted to 
fly, but ho found Cyrus bad secured all the 
passes;, and his wife and children and Irea- 
■ures, alliell into die hands of ^ose, whom 
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that ikilful prince had set to watch for tbenL 
Amon^ the priaoners was Tigrades, the 
king's son, with bis wife whom he had late' 
ly married. The king himself was obliged 
to submit, and Cyrus then held a court in 
the midst of his army, in the presence of 
the family of the captive king, and de^ 
manded — 

J. But, mother, will you let me interrupt 

m and ask, what right the king of Media 

id to make the king of Armenia pay him, 
money and soldiers? 

JUrs H. In one moment more, I should 
have explained it; but I am glad you ar« 
jiaying attention . 

J^. I ask your pardon, mama, — I will 
wait nest time. 

Mr» H. Cyrus demanded of the king. If 
he did not some time before make war upon 
Media, and get defeated, and i^ree to pay 
a certain tribute, and why he now refused. 

H. Then, Jane you must allow that 
Cyrus was not in the wrong here, if he waa 
a conqueror. 

Jtfrs H. We will have the end of the 
story my son. ' What would you do with 
a servant who had done as you have?' 
asked Cyrus of the king. ' I own I should 
put him to death,' said the poor captive. 
At thes« words his w&ole fam^y burst into 
lewrs, as they saw he had pronounced Mn> 
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tODce Upon himself. But Tigranea begged 
of Cyrus to spare his father, who would now 
be entirely attached to hia interests from 
■OotiveB of gratitude. ' And what sum will 
you pay (o the Medes DowP' said Cjrus to 
the king. ' My troops and treasures are 
not mine; tbey are all youra.' ' And what 
would you give to ransom your wives?' 
'All that I have in the ii>orld.' And to 
ransom your children?' ' The same sum;' 
' And you, Tigranea, what would you give 
to redeem your lady?' ' A thousand lives, 
if I had them,' replied the fond husband. 
Cyrus then stipulated for half the troops 
they could raise to be commanded by Ti- 
granea, and doubled the tribute ill money, 
and gave all the rest their freedom; and 
afler they had been entertained at his tent 
he Bent them all home, full of wonder, and 
admiration of their benefactor. On the 
way, Tigranes asked his wife, who alone 
was silent, what she thought of the peimtn- 
al appearance of (^rua. She replied that 
she did not know, for she did not observe 
him. ' On what object then was your at- 
tention fixed?' ' On him who said he would 
give a thousand lives for my ransom.' 

F. That is a beautiful story, really 
mama, is n't it? 

Mrt H. Yea; it would be more pleasant 
to study history, if it was fiill of suco aoeo- 
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dotee, than it is now, whea we are oblwed 
to learn so much more about bad men thao 
good men. 

H. Well, did Tigraaesgo witb bii lol- 
diers to Cyrua? 

Mrt H. Yea, and with double the money 
that had been required; but Cyrua would 
take no more than he had asked at firat; and 
be now returned to Cyaxares with more mon- 
ey and troops than he had when he leA him. 

H, But mama, 1 thought you waa go- 
ing to tell us about taking Babylon. 

jtfrs H. I am giving you the history of 
Cyrus, and we shall describe that event in 
its proper place. Three years had now 
been spent in making preparations, and 
Cyjrus proposed, that as hia troopa were 
ready, tney should march into the country 
of the enemy, and not be eating up th« 
provisions in their own country: and tbia 
would be the best way to give courage to 
their own soldiers, and alarm thoso of the 
enemy. 

They accordingly set out for Babylonia^ 
and soon had a battle, in which the king of 
Babylon was killed and his army defeated, 
although they were twice aa numerous a« 
those of the Medea and Persians. Cyrus 
did not think himaelf strbng enough to pur- 
sue his victory, at present, into the Baby- 
loniaik camp. But as aoon aa it was dark, 
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one party after another deserted il, leaving 
the Babyloaiaa alooe. Among others, 
Crcesua, the rich king of Lydia, left them 
and marched towards home. 

H. I have heard people say, ' as rich as 
Crcesua;' but was there really a rich king 
of that name? 

Mrs H. Yes, the Lydians lived in Asia 
Minor, and Crcesus their king was said 
to be the richest prince in the world. He 
vas also fond of books, and of wise men. 
By and by you will hear of wise men 
who used to live at his court. He was a^~ 
vised by one of these wise men, not to go 
against Cyrus; but he had been told by an 
oracle, that if he went he would overturn ft 
great ki^dom : and supposing it must 
mean the Fersians, he united his forces with 
those of the king of Babylon; but the event 
proved, that it was his own kingdom which 
was to be overthrown. 

But now that the Babylonian army was 
so weakened, Cyrus thought best to pursue 
them. Cyaxares, though he thought it a 
rash attempt, yet he permitted Cyrus to 
take all the horsemen, and as many troops 
as were willing to follow him, and pursue 
the flying enemy. All were ready to follow 
Cyrus any where, and he took as many as 
he wanted, and overtook the Babylonians, 
and defeated them again, and took a great 
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number of prisoners and immense treasure* 
from their camp, with which he returned to 
Cjaxares. 

F. But why did not Cyaxarea go with 

Mr* H. Do you not recollect t told you 
the Medes, and eepecially their kin^, 1<)V- 
ed ease and feasting? Cyaxares did not 
like to be on (he chase after enemies all 
night; so he staid in his camp with ni* 
lords, making themselves drunk in honor of 
their victory. 

H. And then if it had not been for CyniSi 
he never would have gained that victory 
and those ricbea. 

J. And what if the' Babylonians had 
come upon them in the night, when they 
were drunk? 

F. Cyrus, it seems, found other employ- 
ment for the Babylonians. 

B. But it was a shame for them to be so 
lazy, when Cyrus was doing ao much for 

Mrs H. Will you always remember then, 
how bad it appears for people to be ' so lur- 
zy,' when otbera are at work for them? 

If. I will try to remember it, mother. 

Mra H. And how much more those peo- 
ple can accomplish, wbo are accustomed to 
active, industnous habits, and plain living 
than thoso can, who think they must eat 
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and drink till they are eleep^, and (hett 
Bleep till they are hungry again. 

H. Certainly, mama, I will try, not on* 
ly to remember, but practice. You shall 
see by sunme tomorrow raornine, if I do 
not convince even Jane heraelf, that I have 
learnt something by the experience of oth- 
ers. 

Mn H. Well; remember your motto 
too, and do not let the beginning of your 
improvement be the end of it. Now I will 
tell you another very bad thing of Gyaxarea, 
When he waked the next momiog, and 
fonnd so many of his men gone, he sent a 
mesaenger to reprove Cyrus very sharply 
for leaving him so destitute of troops, and ' 
to command him to return immediately. 

H. Well, I hope Cyrus did not mind 
him. 

Mrt H. No; he only wrote him a very 
respectful letter, explaining his conduct. 
When he returned a■^ successful, (for ha 
went all around the country and was victo- 
rious every where,) Cjaxares was so jeal- 
ous of him, that he treated him very coldly, 
pretending that he was trying to draw all 
the troops away from him. But Cyrus soon 
convinced him, that he taught the Median 
soldiers to honor their own king above, ev- 
ery one else, and then he could do no other 
way than he reconciled to him. 
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J. Well, now I do think he ouffht to have 
rewarded Cyras with, at least, lialf of the 
treaaureB he bad taken. 
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hia future succeaaea very much depended. 

J. Well, did he marry hie wife iounedi- 
atelv? 

Mrt. H. Not till he had heen to Persia, 
and asked the advice aad consent of his pa- 
rents. 

J. Could he not do any thing without 
asking their leave, now he was so old? 

Mrt H. He eovld; but he did not choose 
to do a thing of so much importance aa tak- 
ing a wife, without consulting them. It 
was one of his many good qualities, that he 
was a very obedient child. But when he 
had their approbation, he returned to Me- 
dia and married her; and then turned his 
attention again to the conquest of Sabylon. 
During his former expedition, several 
princes who had been cruelly treated by the 
king of Babylon, revolted from him and 
joined Cyrus; and from them he now re- 
ceived intelligence of all the proceedings 
of the Babylonians. Ainbassadors also ar- 
rived from the kin* of India, to bring large 
sums of money, and make him offers of more 
if he needed. , In th« mean time the king 
of Babylon went to Lydia, to hire Crcesus 
again to help him, and all the kings in those 
regions were in alliance with him, and were 
to furnish troops and money. The army of 
Cyrus was somewhat discouraged at this 
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news; but fae assured them that these ene- 
mies were not accustomed to fatieue, and 
were entirely unacquainted with tEe life of 
soldiers, and might easily be defeated. 
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Then they were Btvffed bettreen the two 
pieces with something that wCnld entangle, 
if possible, and prevent the darts from going 
through it. Sometimes, shields were made 
of brass. They knew nothing about guna, 
or powder; but they used bows and arrow)), 
ana darts, and spears, and swords, £(.c.i 
these made the load which a soldier wai 
obliged to carry, very heavy. Then they 
bad great chariots, covered with metal 
plates, and long sharp scythes sticking out 
from the sides, and others under them point- 
ing down to the ground; these were to cut 
in pieces every thing that came in their way. 
Then ther« wer« other chariots which car- 
ried twenty men in each ; these were place4 
BO high, that they f^ould shoot over the 
heads of the foot soldiers. 

When the two arooies came togother, that 
of Croesus extended live miles; but as tbf 
army of Cyrus was not so long, Crcesus it^ 
tended to surround him. However, whe^ 
he brought the ends of his army around t9 
attack the ends of Cyme's army, Cyrus ^eid 
a party from the back side of his army, am) 
attacked the ends of the companies whp 
were intending to have done the same by 
him. In military language this is calle4 
attacking in jiatat; and to attack on th« 
back side of an army, is to attack it in th4 
rear. I wish you to remember this diatiaor 
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B. That is. Mother, when an annj is 
paraded, th« ends are the flanks, and the 
back side is the rear. 

Mn H. Yes, my son ; yon gentlemen 



s^d J, Google 



i(A JtivcNtLk afiLLlM. 

him; but his aoldiera loved him too well to 
leave him there, and thej rushed to the spot, 
and mounted him on another horse and drovS 
his enemies back. Seeing how courageoaa 
thesb Egy[itiaDs Wbre, faecould not bear to 
let them all perish, and he proclaiBted pBJr> 
don and life to them, if thej would lay down 
their arms, They all accepted his offer, 
upon condition that they need not ever b« 
obliged to take up arms against Croesus, 
Cyrus readily promised this, and then he let 
Ihem all go home; and they proved to b« 
B<Hne of the best subjects he ever had. y ^ y. 

J. This wM excellent in Cyrus; but *haf ^ 
became of the rest? 

Mri H. CrcEsus fled, and the army fol- 
lowed his example, apd Cyriis gained a con> 
plete victory. 

H. That Crceaus was a great coward, 
I know. If I was the king of Babylon, I 
would nisver ufc for his help again; much 
less should I hire him. 

F. Perhaps Cyrus did not give him an 
opportunity to need his help. 

.Mrt H. Cyrus first followed Crcesna, 
who had shut himself up in Sardis, his cap- 
ital, and the next day he took the city; bat 
he spared the hves of all the inhabitants, 
kipon condition that they should deliver up 
to Mm all their treasures. Croesus set 
them the example, and an isimeiua oittouDt 
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of gold and sUfer fell into the conqnetor'x 
baads. 

J. Did CyruB spBTO the life of Crcesua 
too? 
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at afiUra there, before we let him take the 
citj. We have been attending bo cloaely 
to the Medes and Persians, that we have 
lost sight ofAesyria, ever since Esarhad- 
don conquered Babylon and united -the two 
kingdoms, with Nineveh for the capitaK 
His predeceeaora had made frequent wan 
with the kingdom of Israel, or. The Ten 
Tribes, and nad taken many of the people 
captives: Esarhaddon finished the work, 
by conquering the whole, and carrying all 
the people to Nineveh, and sending colo- 
nies from the eastern part of hia dominions 
to live in their places. These ^ew colo- 
nies were called Samaritans. 

Under one of the successors of Esarhad- 
don, the Babylonians revolted, and, as I 
told you, assisted Cyaiares, king ofMedia, 
to conquer Nineveh; and aAer this Baby- 
lon was the capital. Ita nest king was 
Nebuchadanezzar. He conquered Jeru- 
salem, the capital of Judea, and carried 
the other two tribes captive to Babylon. 
Among these captives were Daniel; and 
his three fnendsi Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego who were cast into the fiery fur- 
nace, because they would not worship his 
image, Daniel, you know, interpreted 
Nebuchadnezzar's dreams for him, and 
was promoted to the highest office in the 
empire, next (he king. Ailer this, Nehu- 
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ehadnezziLr became so prond of his great 
conquests, that he broughl down upon him- 
self the judKineDts of HeKven. According 
to the propnecj delivered by Daniel, and 
which was intended by one of the dreanu, 
' bia reason departed irom him, and ha waa 
drir^D from auKing men, and he had his 
dwelling with the beasts of the earth,* 
f^ the long space of seven jears. His 
reason was then restored to him, and he to 
his throne which he occupied onlj one year; 
but long enough to ' give honor and glory 
VDto the King of heaven, who puttetQ 
down kings ^nd setteth up kings, utd da< 
etb wbatsaeTBi be will in the armies of 
heaven, and among the inhabitants of th^ 
the earth ; ' and to command all his subjects 
to worship Him, and Him alone. 

After his death, Neviglissor reigned in 
his stead; and this was the king of Baby- 
loo, who was kiUed by Cyrus in his first ex- 
pedition. At the time when he went on hi* 
second expedition, Belsbazzar was an the 
throne. 

J. Oh yes, mother; I read the stoiy 
last aabba Lb. in the bible; papa showed it 
to me. Belshazzar made a great feast to 
his lords, and when they were drinking 
out of the sacred vessels, which Nebuchad- 
nsazar brought from the temple of Jerusa^ 
lem, apd which none but the Jewish priests 
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ought (o have touched, there came a hand 
and wrote some words upon the wall, oppo- 
site to where Belshazzar sat. Nobody at the 
feast could read the words, and they were 
all very much frightened; but the king's 
mother came in, and told them to send for 
Daniel, As soon as he came, he rea4 the 
words, for they were in the Hebrew lan- 
guage; and meant that the reign of Bel- 
shazzar was ended, and that his kingdom 
was given to the Medes and Persiana. 
Belshazzar did not mind at all about it, af- 
ter he found out what it meant; but kept 
on feasting and drinking, and all the peo- 
ple in the city were domg the same; and . 
all at once Cyrus came and took the city, 
and killed the king and all fais nobles with . 



what you read, as well as I could ask. 
Now I am going to tell you Aow- Cyrus took 
the city; for you recollect it wa« very 
strong. 

F. Yes, mama; with its high walls all 
around, and on both sides of the river, I do 
not see how he could take it at all. 

Mr* H. He first began, by digging a 
deep and wide ditch all around the walla. 
The Babylonians thought he intended to 
reduce them by famine; but as they had 
twenty years stock of provisions laid up in 
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the city, snd room eoough for gardens 
which they could cultivate eyery year, they 
only laughed at his soldiers while they were 

J. I am glad the soldiers knew better, 
Knd did not mind their laughter. 

Mr» H. They did not know any better, 
except that they knew Cyrus would not set 
them ~about it, unless he thought it was 
best; BO they kept at their work, and Cyrufl 
kept his secret until the work was finiahed. 
Just then, he heard of the great feast which 
was to be kept in the city that night, and 
he saw that this was the time for him to 
act. So he sent a part of his army to the 
place on the north side, where the river raa 
mto the city, and a part to the south side, 
wbeie it run out; then as soon as it was 
dark, he ordered the little spaces to be cut 
away, that had been left at each end, be- 
tween the dilches and the river; and then 
the water ran into the ditches, and left the 
bed of the rivar a dry path fdr the soldiers, 
who marched into it from each end, and 
met at the palace in l\\p centre.- The in- 
habitants were all bo engaged in the feast, 
or so Btupitied with what they bad already 
drank, that they had forgotten to shut the 
gates between the streeta and the river, 
and every thing was left for Cyrus to take, 
almost without any trouble. The guards at 
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the palace were killed; and some of the 
company, opening the doors of the banquet- 
ing room to Bee what was the matter, were 
themeelves killed, and the soldiers rushed 
in and put all to death at once; for they 
were all too oear drunk to help themselrea 
but very little. Ail the inhabitants who 
would submit, were pardoned, and thus in 
a few hours, was the city and kingdom of 
Babylon, taken from its native princes, 
and given to the Medes and Persians, and 
he never recoTered ite former glory. In- 
deed, the place where this great city once 
stood, cannot now be told; for the whole 
region has become a swampy, uuhealtbful 

Elace; the ancient bed of the Euphrates 
as been choked up with ruins, and the 
water has inundated the country and found 
itself new channels, until the propheciea 
which God pronounced agaiAst it are lit- 
terally fulfilled, ' that its place should be 
known no more'.' 

H. Well DOW, mother, please to tell us 
a little more about Cyrus, and then we will 
be satisfied for to night. 

Mra H. A few days after the conquest 
of Babylon, Cyrus made a splendid show 
and procession to dinplay his great power 
and wealth; and never were such magnifi- 
cence, and pomp, and riches, seen, as on 
this occasion. 
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P. What! CyniB, mother? I thought he 
WBB aJwajis plain and Bimple, in his nuuiaerB 
and appearance. 

Mr» H. Thiadepended upon circumstan- 
ces. He was now among a people, who 
thought a great deal of such things, and a 
flight of his great power and riches would 
tend v«ry much to exalt him in their eyes. 
After the show and procession, there wer« 
horse, and foot, and chariot races, and then 
a feast, and ever^ one returned home wilh 
a present, and admiring the goodness and 
greatness of Cyrus. 

J. But mother, where in the world was 
Cyaxares all this time ? I had almost forgot- 
ten him. 

Jfr> H. He staid at home with a part of 
his troops, to see that there should he no 
disturbancf there, while so manj' of the 
soldiers were away. 

H. Well; I Kuess Cyrus did hetterwith- 
oot him than wim him. 

Mrt U. Very possiblj; hut Cyrus now 
went to visit him, and to assure him that he 
would find a home all ready for liim in Ba- 
bylon, whenever he chose to go there, and 
that fdl he had conquered was at his dispo- 
sal. After this he went to visit his frienda 
in Media; and about this time his father 
died, and left him the kiitgdom of Penia 



s^d J, Google 



1 10 JUTKHILE EOLLin. 

Cyrus then returned to B&bjlon, and took 
Cyaxares with hUn. 

After all thiugs were settled there, he 
went into the Bouthem and western parts of 
his dominions, to settle some difierences 
there; and it is supposed, that it was while 
he was absent on this journey, that the 
courtiers persuaded Cyaxares to cast Dan- 
iel into the den of lions. Do you recollect 
the stonr, Henry? 

H. Yesmama; the lords of the court did 
not like to see a captive Jew exalted above 
them as Daniel waa; and they persuaded 
Cyaxares to passfflaw, that whoever should 
ask any petition of any living God or man, 
for thirty days, except of the king, should b« 
cast into the den of lions. Daniel could not 
atop praying three times a day to the God 
of heaven, and was thrown amons the lions, 
and kept there all night, but God would not 
Buffer them to hurt him, and in the morning, 
to the great, joy of the king, who really 
loved him very much, he was taken out 
alive and well; and his' accusers were 
thrown in, and the lions devoured them all. 

Mrs H. You are right. Cyaxarea lived 
only three years afler he went to Babylon, 
and then the whole empire came entirely 
into the hand of Cyrus. 

F. And Ihope he reignedlongand happily. 

Mrt H. He reigned seven years very 
happily. 
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But there is one part of his character 
which I have entirely omitted, that I might 
put it altogether; I mean bis religion, 

J. Cyrua could not have been a supersti- 
ouB heathen, like the Egyptians — could he 
mother ? 

Jtfri H. He was a heathen, my child, 
though not as ignorant and foolish as some 
of the Egyptians. But his constant regard 
to what he believed was righi in religion, 
should command our respect, aiicl be an ex- 
ample to us in the performance of what we 
know to be our own duty. Cyrus worship- 
ped Jupiter, and euch imaginary eode, who 
could not protect him in this worla, or save 
him in the nest; but he thoagki they could, 
and was careful to pay them all possible res- 
pect at all times. He never undertook any 
expedition, without first consulting them by 
inspecting the inwards of the animals offer- 
ed m sacrifices, by which the ancient hea- 
thens thought they could discover whether 
the contemplated expedition was agreeable 
or not to. the gods. He also paid particular 
attention, on such occasions, to the flight of 
birds; supposing that be could tell a great 
deal by the way in which they directed their 
course. He never began a battle, without 
offering prayers and sacrifices before his 
whole army; and when he entered a new 
territory, he always asked the gods whom 
th« people of that country wordiipped, to 
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protect and defend him. The first thing he 
did afler a battle, wu, to offer aacrificoB and 
thanksgiving to the goda for the victory 
which, he thought, tkey had given him. 
The great show, and feast, and games, and 
races, which I mentioned after the taking of 
Babylon, were held as much in honor of the 
gods, as to show his own dignity and aplen- 

Afler the death'of Cyaxares, Cyrus' gave 
all the captive Jews in Babylon their liber- 
ty ; and he gave them also the sacred things 
which had been brought from their temple, 
and commanded that if any of them wished 
to go back to Jeruaatem, and rebuild their 
house of worship, their ncighbora should 
help them with gold, and silver, and horses, 
and cattle, and whatever they needed. 

J. How very good that was of Cyrus ! I 
am Bure he must havo loved God's people, 
and have been a pious man. 

Mrt H, We do not know that, ray dear. 
It would b« pleasant to think so ; but tha 
Bible say*, ' Thou shall have no other goda 
before me ?' and you know .'there is but one 
Dame given under heaven among men, 
wiierebv we can besaved. Sin has destroy- 
ed our Ao/iness, though it has not deprived 
us of those kindly ^mpathies for each other, 
which a bountiful Frovideace has given us, 
to make our earthly stay delighttul to ua. 
Probably Cyrus had beard from Daniel, 
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vho was now a venerable old man, of the 
captivity of hiB people, and the prophecies 
respectiiig himself, delivered many yeaw 
before hie birth; in which he had been 
called by name, and the peculiar circum- 
stances attending the tafeing of Babylon 
Eointed out. But Cyma believed that the 
eathen oracles conld foretell events, as 
well as the Jewish prophets; and he proba- 
bly admitted the God of thq Jews, aa one 
Deity among many, who deserved respect 
and worship; and he therefore paid to him 
the same deference which he did to the 
gods of other countries which he conquer- 
ed. 

F. The Jews then retorned to Judea; did 
they not ? 

Mrs St. Many of them did, under the 
direction of Joshua, their high priest, and 
Zerubbabel, the grandson of their last king. 
Veiy few, however, of those belonging to 
the TenTribes.whowere first conquered and - 
carried to Nineveh, ever returned; and no 
one knows what became of themt they are 
always called, ' the long tost Ten Tribes, ' 
and it is possible, no traces of them, as b 
people, will ever be discovered 

J. Did Daniel go with his people to Je- 
rusalem ? 

Mri IT. No, he died soon after this, at 
the advanced age of 90 years. It is said 
there was a beautifiil palace bailt by him at 
10* 
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,3usa, still Btui(liq{ io the time offlerodotus, 
a Greekhistoriaa, who saw H several hun- 
dred years after Dauiel'e de^. 

H. Did Cyrus, ever make any, more con- 
quests i 

Jdra S. N'D;lie BpenttheeeBevenyeaisiii 
peaoe, jouraeying from one part of nis do- 
mioioBs to another, and makmg a]] aa Jhapoy 
as he could, wherever lie went. When he 
was about TO years old, he was seoaible his 
death wasuear; be thererore, save hischQ- 
drea his best advice, appointed Cambyse^, 
the oldest, to be his successor, aud . gave 
Tana-oxares or Smerdis several large gro- 
vinces; sent bis aSectioo ate regards to hip 
wife who waa absent, ordered them not to 
bum his body, or enclose it in gold or sil- 
ver, as was then the custom,' but" to return 
it to the dust, and then died as quietly as hp 
had passed his old aae. 

H. You have told us a very long story 
about Cyrua'motherjbutlamnottiredof it, 
and should like it if it were longer. 

Mrs H. Tomorrow, I will tell you a few 
anecdotes about Cyrua, and give you the 
history of his son, Cambyses. 

J. Was Cambyses as good as his father ? 

Mr» S. To-morrow my daughter, you 
shall hear as much as you wish; but do 
more to-day. Only I wiafi you to remem- 
ber that he died in Uie year 347fi, orS29 
■yw^% before Ohiiat. N.^ 
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Harrison,' retorted the impatient boy. 
Mr Harrison was near enough to hear this 
beginning of contention, &d he instantly 
silenced it; but encouraged Henry by pro- 
mising to call him at any hour he wished in 
future, provided he would promise to get up 
pleasantly. Henry thought he was willing 
to wake if he covld; but he did not get 
over his pet all day. And this is very apt 
to be the case with those who rise late and 
out of humor. However, when lesson time 
came in the afternoon, the clouds broke 
away in a good degree, and his high white 
forehead, and bright-black eye exchanged 
the frown of impatience, for the look of in- 
terest, in expectation of a good story aboat 
Cyrus. Unluckily, however, Mrs Harrt 



ignorant of the morning i 
told this for her first anecdote — that, ' Dur»' 
ing the whole of the reign of Cyrus, he 
was never heard to speak an angry word.' 
To poor Henry, this was ' short and sweet,' 
as the saying is; and he pettishly answer- 
ed, ' How could he always speak good-na- 
.turedly? Perhaps, though, every body did 
just as he wanted they should, and never 
provoked him; and then he would have no 
reason to be angry,' ' No, my son,' replied 
Mrs Harrison calmly, ' no person ever 
went through life without having his temper 
tried, either by other people, or by circnm- 
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8t&nceB, or hj his aim inadTertenoies, ot 
mistakes, or sontething. But Cyrus had 
his temper corrected while he was young, 
and was taught, and beUeved, thai it was an 
indication of a little mind to indulge anger; 
and to this toe can add, that it is einful.' 
' But another story, if you please, mama.' 
Jlfra H. Tea, my dear. In the first ex- 
pedition which Cyrus made into Babylonia^ 
bis soldiers took captive a lady of extraor- 
dinary beauty, whom they reserved for Cyr 
rus. But as soon as he heard she had a - 
husband, he refused to see her, for b« 
knew he hod no right to marry uiotbar 
man's wife. So he lefl her In the care of 
one of Uie officers of his army, charging 
him to treat her vith the greatest respect. 
But she was so beautiful that the youBg of- 
ficer felt in love with ber, and wanted to 
take her for himself. Sbe contrived to let 
Cyrus know bow he behaved towards her, 
and he immediately sent a messenger, to 
reprove the young man for his improper 
conduct; and the next morning he wetit 
himself. The young officer was so much 
ashamed of himself, and so afraid of the 
reproof of Cyrus, that be was almost crasy. 
Bat Cyrus blamed himself for placing himi 
in such a deficste eitnation; and after giv- 
ing the officer good advice, be went back to 
hit tent, and bad the bmbtind of the lady 
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found, and sent him to live with her.. Pan- 
then told her husband how generously Cy- 
ruB behaved towards her, and Abradatea 
ever afler showed his gratitude, by being 
one of the moat faithful of his soldiers. At 
the great battle with Croeaus, be was en- 
trnsted with an irinportant command. When 
he parted with Panthea, she exhorted him 
to teBfify his gratitude to their benefactor, 
by fighting biavely for him; but when she 
saw tiis lileless corpse brought to her tent, 
, her sorrow was unbounded. She tore her ' 
hair, and heal her breast, and wept over 
him without ceasing. As soon as Cyrus 
heard of her affliction, he went to her tent 
and sympathised with her, and did all he 
could to console her under her loss; but as 
soon as he left her, she drew a dagger and . 
stabbed herself, and felt dead upon the body 
of her beloved husband. They were buried 
in one grave, and a splendid monument was 
erected by Cyrus to their memory. 

' That is an affecting as well as beauti- 
ful story,' said Jane, hardly able to restrain 
the tears which the tragical fate of the af- 
fectionate lovers had drawn from her tender 
heart. 'Jf people teere idolaters in those 
days, they were good; some of them at 
least.' 'Yes,' replied her mother, 'we 
find many excellent (Qualities in some of 
these characters; and tfthey, with their op- 
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portuDitiet, had such cultivated minds, and 
affBctionate hearts, and refined and elevat- 
ed feelings, what characters ought we to as- 
pire after, who have tenfold more light than 
they had, with scarcely none of their dia- 
advantages. But should you like another 
story?" ' Oh certainly,' exclaimed the chil- 
dren, all in the same breath. 

'Afler the defeat of Crcesus, he and 
Cyrus were one day talking together, and 
CrcesuB asked Cyrus, why he would be so 
liberal F If he would only lay up his money, 
he would soon be one of the richest princes 
in the world.' And to what sum do you 
think those riches would have amounted by 
this time?' asked Cyrus. Croesus men- 
tioned a prodigious sum. Cyrus wrote a 
little note to one of his officers, signifying 
that he had occasion for money but without 
naming any particular sum; and immediate- 
ly a much larger amount was sent him than 
CrfEsuB had named. ' Look here,' said 
Cyrus? 'the chests I keep my money in, 
are the hearts of my people.' 

This story delighted the young listeners, 
■s much as the former one had, and also 

Eut them into gayer hamor than they could 
ave felt, if their mother had closed with 
the sad tale of Abradates and Panthea; 
and with lighter hearts they listened to Ihe 
( of the history of Cambyses. 
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Mra B. Now I think you are pretty 
well Rcquainted with CyruB; aod we will 
proceed to the history of hie euccessor and 
soi>, CambyseB. You recollect I told you, 
that the Egyptians were conquered by 
CambyeeB, kiag of Persia; this is supposed 
to have been tae father of Cyrus, as it ia 
known that the empire of Cyrus extended 
from Ethiopia to India; but that afler his 
death, they endeavored, under Amasis, to 
shake offthe Persian yoke, when his ton 
CambyKes again subdued them. This is 
the next event we are to attend to in our 
history. 

^. I am glad we can go back to Egypt, 
again, since Cyrus is dead; but I should 
be glad if he had lived these thousand years, 
he makes things go on so well. 

Mr» H. The government of the world is 
in the hauds of a better being than Cyrus, 
ray dear boy ; and it was not consistent with 
his plan to continue hint on the earth any 
longer. We must be contented to witness 
changes and oveiturnings, remembering 
that all these revolutions are intended to 
accomplish some wise and great design. 
Which we, at present, are too short-sighted 
to comprehend. As for Cambyses, h« 
made great preparations to subdue Amaais. 
The Phoenicians and Cypriots were the 
most expert ship-builders and mariners 
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with a fieet, and a great man^ sailors. 

J. Why did not Cambjaes fiirniah his 
o«m 8eet ? 

Jtfr» H. Because Persia was entirely 
an inhnd country, anil the inhabitants 
knew very little about maritime affairs; and 
it was cheaper to hire those who were 'ac- 
quainted with the basiaesB, than to teack 
his own people. 

J. And where did tboie people lire? 

Mrs H. The Phoenicians lived north of 
Palestine, on the eastero shore of tfaeMed- 
^dtterranean ; and the Cypriote were the in- 
babitaats ofthe island of Cyprus. Wlii 
Camhyscs arrived upon the borders 
Egypt, he learned that Amasis was dead, 
and that Psammenitus, his son, was making 
all posaible preparations to defend hia 
kingdom. Pelusiam was the first city he 
attempted to take, as it was the key of 
Egypt on (hat side, and it was strongly for- 
tified. No doubt it would have held oul 
against hiio a long time, if he had not need 
a curious and somewhat cruel stratagem, 
to conquer it. Knowing that the garrison 
were all Egyptians, he placed in front of faia 
army a great number of cats, dogs, sbeepj 
&c., and then stormed the city. The 
Egyptians dared not shoot an arrow, foi 
fear of bitting some of these sacred 
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and Bufi«red themselves to be taken with- 
out making any reaiatance. After this,, 
Pstttnmenitua met him in battle, but was 
defeated, and fled to Memphis. Cambyses 
sent a herald to summgn the city to surren- 
der, hut the inhabitants were so angry, that 
they tore him in pieces. Cambyses then 
took the city, and pot to death a great ma- 
ny of the nobility; but he was inclined to 
treat Psammenitus kindly, and appointed 
him a pension as long as he lived. But 
Peammenitus had no notion of living upon 
the bounty of the king of Persia: he deter- 
mined to be king himself, and set himself 
Bt work to stir up new contentions. As 
soon as Cambyses found it out, he ordered 
him to be killed. He then marched to Sais, 
where Amasis was burfcd, and had hia 
corpse brought before hira, which he treat- 
ed with the greatest contempt, and theq 
had it burnt. This was a mode of dispos- 
ing of the dead, very ofiensive to the Egyp- 
tians. * 

H. "Wbj, mother, I think Cambyses, i« 
not much like his father. 

JUrs H. !No ; he had a veri} bad temper, 
which continually grew worse and worse: 
and he was very different from Cyrus in al- 
most every respect. 

F. I thought the Persians were educa- 
ted so well, they would never come to this. 
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JMr» ff. But the wife and children of 
Cyrus, IiTed with Cyaxaree in Media, and 
were brought up in the luxury und indul- 
gence of their cotiTt; and CambyeeB, in par- 
ticular, was never allowed to be apposed in 
anything. And you see here the eSects of 
it. He would always have his own way, 
let the consequences be what they would: 
he loved war, and was extremely cruel. 

J. Did he make war upon other people, 
then ? 

Mr» B. He resolved, that the next year 
he- would subdue the Carthaginians, a peo- 
ple who descended from the Phcenicians, 
and lived to the west of Egypt, and about 
opposite to the Island ofmcily; and also 
the Ammonians, to the south-west, and the ' 
Ethiopians, to the south of Egypt. How- 
ever, ne was obliged to let the Carthagini- 
ans alone, because the PhcBnicians would 
not furnish ships to go against their friends. 

B. That's good: I wish something could 
have sent Cambyses home, and kept him 

J. I dont see as you like conquerors, any 
better than I do, Henry. 

F. Perhaps Cyrus has spoilt all othsr men 
for him: but let us hear how Cambyses suc- 
ceeded in his other schemes. 

3fr^ H. He sent ambassadors to Ethi- 
opia, to pretend to make a treaty with the 
kmg; but really, tospy outthecounry. The 
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fcing suspected them, and sent them back, 
wkn the present of a bow to Cainbyses, 
which, be could draw with case, but which 
neither Cambyses, or scarcely any of his 
army, could gny more than litl; and advis- 
ing him to be careful how he encountered 
men who used such arms as that, in their 
wars. This so enraged Cambyses, that he 
' set out immediately to cross the desert 
between Egypt and Ethiopia, tdtiiough be 
had made no preparation for so sudden ao 
espeditioD. On the way, he despatched 
60,000 of his army, to go and subdue the 
Ammonians; but these were all buried 
by the sand, which moves about in these 
deserts, like the waves of the sea in astorm. 
With the remainder he continued hia march ; 
but bis provisions, or rather those of hia 
army, were soon extuujsted, and they fed, 
first upon roots, aad herbs, and the leaves 
of trees; but as they advanced further into 
the desert, even these resources foiled, and 
(hey vere reduced to the necessity of feed- 
ing upon their beasts, and at lost upon each 
tOt&er! And yet all this while Ibe table of 
Cambyses was fnrnished in the most sump- 
tuous manncE. But at last, fearing he too 
should come to want, be turned about. Od 
hia way hack, he stopped at the famous city 
of Thebes, which he plundered and burnt, 
merely because it cot^aiaed the temple of 
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Jupiter; for the Persians were enemies to 
all temples, because they thought the Deity 
was not confined to any one place, and there- 
fore would not have any one place dedicated 
to him. This was a <:orrect principk, but a 
wrong inference. Cyrus wouldhave let them 
have their own way of worship, while he 
enjoyed his. But moderation was no part 
of the character of Cambysea. Thebes, to 
this day, bears the marks of the conqueror's 
fury. The broken sphinxes, and overturned 
columns, and demoliBbed walls, are there 
still ; and compose the wonderful remains 
which are now shown to the astonished tra- 
veller, at the village of Gamac. Oambyses 
also took away the golden girdle, which, you 
recollect, encompassed the tomb of Oey- 
mandiaa. On his return to Memphis, he 
found the people espressing their joy by 
every possible demonstration; and suppds- - 
ing they were rejoicing at his misfortunes, 
he ordered some of the principal inhabitants 
to be brought before him, to inquire of them 
the truth. But when they assured him, 
that it was t^ecause they had found a suc- 
' scesor to their lately deceased god Apis, it 
appeared so ridiculous to him, uiat he bad 
them instantly killed; and then sent for the 
priest. They told him the same story, and 
this excited his curiosity to see the new god, 
who, as he said, ' was so familiar as to coma 
11" 
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among them.' He was admitted to its pre^ 
sence ; but when he saw only a calf, he waa 
«o enraged Uiat he drew his dagger and 
M^>bed the poor animal, so that he died not 
long afler.' He then ordered the prieeta to 
be whipped for their stupidity, in worship- 
ping a brute ; and commanded- all the peo- 
Cle in the city, who should be found cele- 
rating the feast of Apis, to be slain. 

B. What did his people mind him for? 
I would not; and he might help himself, if 
he could, t should think some of thetn 
would just put him out of the way. 

Mri H. He had one trial of that kind. 
In a rage at Croeaua one day, for trying to 
moderate his temper a little, he ordered him 
^o be killed ; bat those who were command- 
ed to do it, knew, that he .would repent of 
it the next day, and they rentured to diso- 
bey him. He was very much rejoiced ths 
ti^t day when he fonnd Crcesns was alive, 
but instantly killed those who had saved 
his life, because they had disobeyed his or- 
ders. 

F. What will he do next! .1 am afraid 
fo hear any more. 

Mn if. He was so angry with hi* 
. brother Tsna-oxares, or Smerdia, because 
he could easily draw the bow which the 
king of Ethiopia sent him, and he was the 
only one in the army who could do it, that 
he sent him back to Persia. And then 
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^eamuu^that ho had taken posBession of the 
throne, he Bent Prezaspee, one of his offi- 
cers, to kill bim. 

if. Oh mother! / shall begin to beg you 
to stop, as hard as ever the girls did. 

Mrs H. I will tell you but one more, 
though it would be easy to swell the shock- 
ing list still farther. His only eister was 
very beautiful, and be determined to marry 
her; and to make a show of doing it law- 
fully, he asked bis courtiers, 'whether it 
were lawful for a Persian Prince to marry 
his sister?' They dared not oppose him, 
and therefore answered that ' they bad in- 
deed no law which permitted a man to mar- 
ry his sister, but they had a law which per- 
mitted the king of Persia to do what he 
pleaBed.' This answered his purpose quite ' 
as well as a direct approbatipn, and he mar* 
ried Meroe, and took her with him in all his 
expeditions. While they were in Egypt, 
they Hkw, one day, a small dog fightiBg with 
a lion. The lion at first had the advantage, 
but another dog, brother to the little one, 
came and helped him, and killed the lion. 
This pleased Cambyses, but seeing the 
tears fall from Meroe, fae obliged her to tell 
hini the cause; and when she observed 
that, ' it reminded her of her brother, who 
had not the good fortune of a brother to help 
him as that little dog had,' Cambyses flew 
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into a passion and gave her anch a blow with 
his foot that it put an end to her life. 

J. Mother, mother; do let Cambyses 
die as aoon as you citn. 

Mra H. Well, then, imagine to yourself 
that he hears that his brother Smerdis has not 
been killed, and that he haa been proclaimed 
king ofPersia; and aee him mount hia horse 
in the greatest haste to go with all speed and 
kill him in earnest ; when behold, his aword 
falla out of ita sheath, and gives him such & 
wound in the thigh, the Egyptiana aay, ill 
the same place where he wounded Apia, that 
it causes hia death in a short time. 

H. I am glad we have no more to hear 
about him. But was not Smerdis dead? 

Jfrs H. Yea. But there was another 
Smerdis, brother, to one of Cambyaes, no- 
blemen, whose name was Patiaithea. This 
Smerdis looked ao much like the one who 
had been killed that it was difficult to dis- 
tinguish them ; and Patiaithes, aa aoon as ho 
. found that Smerdis was dead, knowing the 
hatred of the people for Cambyses, placed 
faia own brother upon the throne, ana gave 
out that it was the true Smerdis, who had 
escaped death. The people were willing to 
believe hmi, and aubmitted quietly to the 
usurper. 

J. But he will be killed, I know, by that 
furious Cambyses. 
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F. You forget that Cambysea U dead, 

Mrs PC. It was when ho was setting out to 
go against this Smerdis that hewaanouad- 
ed and died, as I told you. 

/. Well, was this Sraerdia a good king? 

Mrg ft. Yea, very good. He was very 
kind to bis aubjects, and tried to make them 
all love him; but he did not let them see 
him, lest they should know him. The 
truth, however, was discovered in this cu- 
rious way. Smerdia married all the wires 
of Cambysea, among whom was Atossa, 
.who was also sister to Cambyses, though 
they had uot the same mother; and anoth- 
er was Phedyma, a daughter of Otanes, 
ft Persian nobleman. Otanea wrote to Phe? 
dymai to know whether this waa the true 
Smerdis, the sou of Cyrus. She answered 
that she had never seen the other Smerdia, 
and she could not tell. He then sent again 
to tell her to ask Atossa, who could not but 
know her brother. She again answered that 
as the King kept all his wives apart, she 
could not possibly inquire of Atossa. Once 
more then, Otanes sent his daughter word, 
that if he were Ut« true Smerdis, he had 
ear', hut that Smerdis, the brother of Pa- 
tiaithea, had been deprived of his ears for 
some reason, by Camhysea; and he request- 
ed b«r to notice the circumstance. Thta 
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was no very eoay matter, for the Persian 
genttemea always wore head dreaaes. 

J. Yes, I'll warrant he kept his ear« 
hid, if they wore gone. 

H. Well done Jane! hia ears hid if thtij 
were go^; no doubt he did. 

X Well, the sides of his head hid, then. 

Mrs H. He did when he could; but the 
next time Phedyma had an opportunity to 
notice him when ho was asleep, she found 
his head was earlas, and sent word accord- 
ingly to her father. Then he and six oth- 
er Persian lords, resolved to kill him. To 
quiet the apprehensions of the people while 
they could execute their purposes, they de- 
tenAined that Prexaspes, the man who kill- 
ed Smerdis, and who was one of the six, 
should go upon the top of a high tower, and 
proclaim to the people that he did not kill 
Smerdis, and that it was he, and not Smer- 
dis the Magician, who was on the throne, as 
some had suspected. While he was doing 
this, the other lords were to rush into the 
palace and kill the king. But just as they 
arrived there, Prexaspea ascended the tow- 
er and revealed the whole secret, declaring 
that he did kill Smerdis, by order of Gam- 
byaea, and that it was Smerdis the Magiciaa 
whowasking,and that these lords were going 
to kill him: — and then he threw himself from 
the top of the tower, and broke his neck. 
The lords were for a moment confounded at 
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this conduct, but seeing the people all stand- 
ing still with astonishment, they rushed in- 
to the palace and put Stnerdis and his broth- 
er to death, before any body else had time 
to conclude what to do. They then seated 
Darius, the son of HystaapeB, one of their 
number, on the throne, without opposition. 
This Darius, was related to the royal fami- 
ly, and was usually called, Darius Hystas- 

3. What a pity they did not let Smerdia 
reign. He was so good to them, I wonder 
how they could kill aim. 

JIfra H. In countries which are govern- 
ed by kings, the people are .very jealous of 
any one who aspires to that dignity,, unless 
it fairly belongs to hini^ and they often pre- 
fer a bad king, if he belong to a royal fami- 
ly, to a good one, who, they think, is of no 
more noble birth than themselves. But 
somctimesthey get offended with a king, and 
will not let him, or any of his family gov- 
ern them. 

"E: But did they change for the better, in 
the dethroning Smerdis, and crowning Da- 

Jfrs H. Yes, for now they bad a prince 
who was next to Cyrus. 

J. Oh then I am glad! there is some 
pleasure in hearing about such kings. 

H. Was he a good conqueror, mother? 

Mn S. We shall find what he did as 
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we go along. His first care waa to settle 
the revenues of his kingdom. 

J. What are revenues, mama? 

Mr» H: Taxes. Hitherto, each pro- 
vince bad paid as much as they pleased; 
aod if the king wanted more, he sent to 
them again: and there was no fixed rnle 
about it, except th^ they were obliged to 
furnish a certain number of troops, and mo- 
ney, whenever the king wanted them. Some- 
times, certain cities were given to persona 
whom the kings wished to reward, and they 
were obliged to supply those persons with 
whatever they wanted of certain articles. 
And so of the queen ; one city furnished her 
with girdles, another with veils, another 
with head-dresses; and ao on, aa many and 
as rich as she or they pleased. 

H. Well, now, this is really a curious - 
way of paying taxes. But how did Darius 
alter it? 

Mm H. He did not alter it in the last 
particular; but, in those provinces that paid 
money, he fixed it to a particular sum, so 
that the people might always know when 
they had paid enough, and he might know 
bow much he might depend upon. He first 
sent for some of the wisest and best men 
from each province, and inquired of them, 
whether a sum which be named, would be 
too heavy for their respective provinces to 
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pay. Thejr replied, that on the contrarj, 
it would hardly be felt. But Darius assur- 
ed them that he did n<>t wish to burden his 
subjects; and he only calledfor half the sum 
he had mentioned. 

F, That was very kind in Darius. But, 
mama, what became of the wives of Smer- 
dia? were they killed too? 

Mr* H. Darius married them all, and 
some of the ladies, "among whom was Aris- 
tona, one of the daughters of Cyrus who 
had never been married before; and Darius 
loved her better than he did any of his 
other wives. 

M. I should think the ambition of these 
ladies would be aatiafied by and by, as it 
seems they have already been wives to three 
kings in succession; or at least some of 
them have. 

Mr» H. You must not condemn them 
too quickly, however; for it is not likely 
they were consulted at all upon the subject. 

H. N^ot consulted! I thought it depend- 
ed entirely upon the ladies, whether a man 
could be married or not — pray what do 
gentlemen go courting for, if it is not to 
consvU them, whether they will marry them 
or not? 

JIfrt H. That is the way in our days, 
my boy; but you must remember that in all 
heathen coautries, females haVe ever been 
12 
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considered the properly of the other sex, to 
be diaposed of for their company, or their 
alaves, or their profH, aa il liappened to suit 
their convenience or pleasure. 

J. But they do not oblige Indies to mar- 
ry gentlemen if they do not love them, do 
theyP 

Mrt H^ Not merely if they do not love 
them, but oflen when they dialikt them ex- 
tremely, and very frequently when they 
have never neen tbem. 

J. Oh what works! Fanny, a 'nt you 
glad we do not live among the heathen. 

Mrs H. You can scarcely read a page 
of history, without being reminded of the 
blessings which the light of Christianity has 
poured around our happy land. 

F. I wonder if Darius did any thing for 
the Jews, or whether -they were all gone 
away from Persia to JerusaLem. 

Mrs H. They were not all gone, but 
Palestioe was a province, of his empire, and 
his care was extended to bis subjects there 
as well as elsewhere. Cyrus lived ao little 
time after the Jews returned to Jerusalem, 
that they did not get their temple entirely 
finished, before his death' — and when Cam- 
byses, (who is also called in scripture Ahas- 
ueruB,) came to be king, the Samaritans, 
who were great enemies to the Jews, sent 
word to him,' that they were building the 
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temple, intending to revolt from the Fer- 
sians. Cambjrses never staid to inquire in- 
to the truth of any thing, but gave his or- 
- dera in an instant, and just ae it happened 
to suit him at the moment: and bo in this 
case, he ordered the work to stop. 

But now that so good a prince as Dariui 
trae on the throne, the Jews, encouraged by 
their prophets, began to build again. Their 
enemies nndertook to stop them, as before ; 
but as before too, the' Jews showed the de- 
cree of Cyrus aa their authority, and kept 
about their work. Tatnai, the governor of 
the province, then wrote a statement of the 
ease to Darius, who very wisely ordered 
search to be made among the records of the 
kingdom, to see if any such decree could 
be found, as the Jews professed to have — 
and to the great joy of the nation, it wai 
found. And Dariua confirmed it, and add- 
ed to it, that whatever expenses the Jews 
needed for the sacrifices at the temple, 
should be fiimished Olit of the revenues of 
the province, — and whoever hindered them, 
should be punished. 

J. This was excellent! But you can 
tell us as good stories about Darius, as yoa 
did about Cyrus, I suspect. 

Mr» H. I can tell you some very good 
ones, if you are not tired of your lesson. 

J. Oh no, mama; you know we never 
tire, hearing stories. 
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Mrt B. Upon second tboughts, however, 
I think I have time to tell you but one, and 
that is a parlof the history. Tou will booq 
be old enough, to read and understand his- 
tory yourselves, and you will find a ^reat 
many things estremely interesting, which I 
have not time to tell you. But the story. 
The great and proud city of Babylon, be- 
came impatient of the Persian power, and 
took an opportunity to revolt. Darius be- 
sieged it with his forces, twenty months, 
and was no nearer taking it, than at first, 
as he could see. Yet the Babylonians, 
fearing their provisions would not last them, 
took the horrible resolution to destroy al) 
who were unable to be of service in defend- 
ing the city. So they collected ^ the aged, 
and the little children; and only allowed 
each man to keep one wife and one female 
servant; all the other females, shared the 
fate of the old and the young. They were 
all strangled ! 

F. Oh! is it possible any body could ha 
so cruel! 

Mrs H. They were now prepared to 
)iold out mnch longer. But Zopyrus, one 
of Darius' officers, conceived a plan to get 
into the city. 

H. But why did not Darius do as Cyrus 
did? 

Mrs H. I do not know; probably there 



s^d J, Google 



JOTKMLK ROLLIJT. 137 

wBa some reason why he could not. But 
one morning Zopyrus came before Darius, 
with his nose and ears cut off, and his face 
covered with blood. Dariua was astonish- 
ed at his appearance, and demanded who 
had donetbis. 'YourBelf.'replied Zopyrus; 
' I knew you would never take the city by 
siege, and I knew too, that you would nev- 
er consent to this treatment of me; so I 
have done it without consulting any one.' 
He then explained to Darius, that he was 
going in this wofvil condition, to the gates 
of the city, pretending that Darius had 
treated him thus without cause; and beg- 
^'nr; for admittance, and assistance to re- 
v( njrt^ upon LJa cruel king. He thought, 
by iliis means be should be able, after a few 
days, to open the gates to Darius. Things 
happened as he expected; the Babylonians 
were deceived by his shocking appearance, 
and willingly admitted him, and gave him 
the command of a body of soldiers. In the 
first sally he made, be killed a thousand of 
Darius' men; the next day too thousand — 
and the third day four thousand lay dead in 
the field. This had been agreed upon be- 
fore between him and Darius. But in the 
city, nothing was talked of hut Zopyrus; and 
every one strove who should do him the 
greatest honor. He had'the command of 
tbe soldiers given him, and the care of the 
12* 
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walls aod gates was entrusted to his care. 
This was what he wanted; and now upon a 
signal givQn, Cyrus advaaced to the walla, 
the gates were opened to him, and he took 
full possession of the city, almost without a 
blow. ^ 

F. But how could Darius justify himself, 
letting those 7000 men be killed? 

Mr» H. Far more than that, would doubt- 
less have been slain, had he attempted to 
subdue tho city in any other way. But he 
could never reconcile himself to the muti- 
lated condition of Zopyrus. He raised him 
to the first honors of the empire; gave him 
the whole revenue of the city which had 
been conquered by his means, and conferred 
upon him all the rewards that a soverign 
could bestow upon a subject; but he was of- 
ten heard to say, that he ' woul(fgive a hun- 
dred Babylona if he could restore Zopyrus 
to the condition he waa in, before be inflict- 
ed (hat cruel deformity upon himBelf' 

J. This is rather a tad story, and yet I 
like it, mama; but what did Darius do next? 
something for the good of his people, I sup- 

Mrt JET. He prepared to make war 
against the Scythians. 

J. Ob, I am so sorry for that: I hoped 
he would never make war, unless it was ne- 
cessary. 
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ifrt H. You can seldom fiod such K 
character in ancient history; but it is time 
to close our lesson for to day, 

F. We must be contented to take thinga 
as they come, Jane, and remember that war 
was as much the fashion then, as peace is 

J. Well; I amglad we live now-B-days, 
a'n't you, Fanny? 
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CHAPTER VI. 

HISTORY OF THE PERSIANS. 

The holy sabbath was a day which was 
not spent by the family of Mr Harrison in 
reading' histories or newspapers ; or in cook- 
ing food to serve the family for a feast on 
that day, and acold collation for half of the 
week; nor did they think it sufficient to go 
to church in the morning, and lounge on the 
bed'in the allemoon; or go to walk in the 
pleasant fields, orto ride over the beautiful 
nills that encircled their dwelling, while yet 
the sun shone broadly upon them. No; the 
sabbath was A sabbath to them ' holy to tba 
Lord and honorable,' was it considered, 
from the beginning unto the end. The 
house of God, and the Sabbath school were 
the places in which they delighted; and 
there my young readers must be content to 
let them stay this day, that they may gain 
that instruction which ' maketb wise unto 
salvation.' Suffice it to say, that the text in 
the morning, wasinthe book of Daniel; and 
in the aflernoon the story of the ' woman of 
Samaria;' and that the] children were more 
interested in the sermons, and understood 
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them the better, from knowing who the Sa* 
maritans were, aVd what king of Babylon it 
was that threw Daniel into the den of lions. 
Thus one kind of knowledge opens the way 
for another. 

As in almost ail familes in our part of the 
country, so in Mrs Harrison 'fl, Monday was 
a busy d^. Fanny was wanted to take 
cftre of Helen, and mama, like all other 
mamas, was glad to dispense with the corn* 
pany and lessons of her boys, for the sake 
of Daviog them out of the way. Evening 
c^e however, and with it the pleasant fa- 
mily circle; and with it, too, Jane's ques- 
tion, 'Cotild you tell uaalittle history to-night 
mamaf 'Itwillbe very little, if any, mr 
dear.' ' Your mother is too tired tonight, I - 
know,' interrupted Mr Harrison; 'tell me 
whore you are, and I will take her place.' 
'Oh do, papa;' exclaimed Jane, seating 
herself on his knee; 'but papa, you must 
use ampler words than nien generally do 
when they talk, or I sfaall not understand 
you.' 'Well, well, replied her father, 
laughing heartily at her compliment to the 
gentlemen; but where do you begin?' 'Da- 
rius is just fixing out for an expedition 
against tbe Scythians,' replied Henry. 
'Indeed; are you so faf already; well, do 
you know yet anything about the Seylbi- 
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B. No papa; we had but just spoken or 

JUr H. Then I must describe them to 
you. They lived in the country which is 
now the southern part of Rueeia, both in 
Europe and Asia; but principally around 
the north ehoree of the Black ana Caspian 
Seas in Che country now inhabited by the 
Cossacks and Calmucs, or RuBsiau Tartaiy- 
ia some respects they were very rude, and 
very barbarous; but among different tribes, 
there were difierent degrees of civilization. 
I will tell you a few of their customs, and 
you will see what tbey were, When they 
made a treaty, they cut their arms and let 
the blood run into a vessel of wine, and the 
parties drank it; threatening vengeance on 
the head of him who should dare to violate 
the engagement. When th,eir king died, 
they embalmed his body, wrapped up in wax, 
and carried it from village to village; expos- . 
lug it to the view of all bis former subjects ; 
they then laid it down in the place where it 
was to be buried, dug a grave, in which they 
buried, not only the king, but one of his 
wives, his principal servants, seve'ral horses, 
a quantity of furniture, SCc^ and then filled 
up the grave. 

J. Not bury them alive, papaP 
Mr H. Mo, no, my dear; I ought to 
have said, they killed them for the purpose 
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of sending (hem to wait upon their king ia 
another world; for thej were entirely igno- 
rant of the true condition of people there. 
But this was not all : on the anDiversary of 
■ his death they killed 50 more, men and hor- 
ses, and embalmed them, and placed thera as 
guards around his grave. Someofthe tribea 
were Very hospitable to stransers, and others 
destroyed those who venturecl among thera. 

H. But, papa, do tell us something good 
of them, if you can. 

Mr H. I will with pleasure. They 
were very upright in all their dealings with 
each other; thet\ was seldom known, and 
was severely punished, and their word might 
be safely relied upon. Their possessions 
consisted principally in flocks and herds, 
with which they wandered from place to 
place to And pasture. Their waggons were 
their houses, milk and honey their principal 
food, and the skins of their flocks, their 
clothing. They knew nothing«f luxury or 
learning, silver or gold, or had any private 
property, except their flocks. One man 
cultivated apiece of ground one year, and 
another took it, if he wished, the next; for 
the former owner was, by that time, far away 
with his flocks. JVow you know something 
of the people whom Darius was preparing 
to invade; and what do you think of them, 
and of his conduct in going to their coun- 
try? 
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J. I set him down for one of tliqae con- 
qaerors vho destroyed people without anjr 
reasoD for it. 

Mr H. No reaeon but to be a conqHieT- 
or, and enlarge his dominions — is not tbaf ' 
a good one? What say you, Henry? 

H. I meant to like Darius, hut I MH 
afraid you are going to spoil him, papa. 

Mr H. DariuB was an uncommonly good 
prince for those times; but I must tellyoa 
some other things about, him. The three 
sons of an old gentleman were preparing to 
follow him into Scythia, when the father 
went to him and asked him if he would be 
BO kind as to leave him one of his sons, to 
take care of him in his old age? ' One will 
not be enough' replied Darius, ' I wilt leave 
you all three' — and immediately ordered 
them all to be put to death. 

H. Barbarous! beyond all endurance! 
I shall never like Darius again. 

Mr H. You must learn to like the good, 
and dislike the evil in characters, and not be 
too soon prejudiced, either for or against a 
man, until you know his circumstances, 
and general character. 

F. But how did he succeed in his enter- 

Mr H. Not at all. If he had minded a 
kind brother he had, who tried all he could 
to persuade him not to go upon such a ' wild- 
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goose cliBse,' he would have been much 
wise^. But ihough he heard fais brother 
yery patiently, he wonld not follow Us ad- 
vice; and he 'paid dear for his whistle.' 

H. Papa is using small words now, to 
please Jane. 

Mri H. I should think you were all 
■omewhat amused. Paps entertains joa 
better than I do, I suspect. 

JIfr H. Well, the Scythians were a wan- 
deringrace, and they kept Darius running 
about their wild country after them, tilt his 
great army of 700,000 men were in great 
distress for want of provisiona and water. 

K Ib that a dry country, father P 

JIfr H. ]Vo, not particularly so; but the 
crafly Scythians had taken the precaution 
to stop up all the wells and epringa, and 
destroy aU the pasturage, in those places 
where they led Dariua in his chase after 
them. 

F. "What did Ihey do for water and pro- 
visions, for themselves and their families 
and flocks? 

Mr H, They sent all their families and 
flocks, except what were needed for present 
use, to the northern part of their country, 
when they were safe ; and they kept on one 
spot till they had eaten up the pasturage, 
and then destroyed the wells and went to 
another. Darius sent a mesaenger once to 
13 
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tiy to persuade them to come to a battle with 
him; but they replied, that they \h«tt then 
as th*y lived iu time of peace, — if he want- 
ed to nght them, he muet find them; but if 
he wanted slaves, he must go to other na- 
tions for them. Once they sent to him a 
bird, a frog, a mouse, and five arrows. Da- 
rius could not think what this meant, unless 
it was a token of submission; for it waa 
customary then, for nations to send earth 
and water to a conqueror, as an acknowl- 
edgment of his right to both. But one of 
his officers explained it to mean, that unless 
he could fly away in the air like a bird, or 
swim in the water like a frog, or hide in the 
Eround like a mouse, he could not escape 
flie arrows of the Scythians. 

J. Quite a riddle, papa. I wish, if you 
come to any more, you would let us guesa 
them. 

Mr H. Well, we will see bow Dariua 
got back. He had crosaed the Danube on 
> a bridge of boats, and left the loniana to 
guard it, promising to be back in two months; 
if not, they might leave it and go home. 
The Scythians sent a detachment to the 
lonians, to persuade them to break down 
the bridige and go home, aa Darius had been 
gone longer than the time he had set. But 
the Ionian commaoders were unwilling to 
leave Dariua in such a sad plight; yet they 
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knew the Scythians were loo strong for 
tbeir "^ttle compao}', and if they pleased 
could destroy them: then, too, they knew 
that if they should do this, and Dariua 
should, after all, make his escape, they 
should be well punished for deserting thefr 
post, notwithstanding the agreement. So 
they were quite in a puzzle to know what 
to do: at last, Hystfeiua, the principal cam' 
niander, promised the Scythians he would 
break down the bridge, and actually began, 
on the Scythian side, to do it. The Scy- 
thians had no idea that he would deceive 
them, and as aoon as they saw the work 
commenced, they ran off to meet and 
fight with Darius, thinking they had him 
safe In their power. But it happened that 
he had taken another road, and come to the 
bridge in the night, when lo! it was gone; 
and what should he do? However, he 
bought it possible the lonians might atill 
be about there, and he ordered all his army 
to call out the name of HysteeiuB as loud 
they could. And now, Jane, if you want a 
riddle, guess how the old woods and moun- 
tains rung and echoed. 

H. Ob ! I 'd give amftking to hear such a 
racket; it would exactly suit me; why mama, 
you think you are almost crazy, when 
only we children all ^et talking at once; 
and what would you think if you bad heard 
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Darius' army ? Oh it was worth hearing, t 
know. Butpapa, did the louiaus hear it? 

Mr If. Yea, easily enough; they wero 
only oa the-apposite side of the rirer, and 
they went to work and repaired the bridge, 
aad Darius and hia army got safe into Thrace, 
and then over the Boaph<»ua, (or the stream 
which runs from the Black Sea into the 
Mediterranean,) and spent the winter and 
a great part of the next year in Sardia, to 
recruit hia almost worn out army. After he 
was gona, the Scythians, out of revenge, 
crossed the Danube, and ravaged all tha 
country between that river and tha Boa< 
phorns, and then away they ran into their 
own wild couDti-y again, leaving the Thr»- 
ciana to return to their allegiance to the 
Fersiana. 

J. Well;' DOW I should think Darioa 
would he contented to stay at home. 

B. I auspect he will wish to do Bom&- 
thiag to make up for hia late diei^ppint- 
ment. 

Mr H. Yes: he uodertot^, ajid accom- 
plished, the conquest of India, which U. 
aeema had revolted since the time of Cyrus, 
or else had never been reatly under the 
power of the Persians, but merely an al- 

J. ~Now yon will have some good stoitM 
to tell us about DarJua, I am sure, p^ta. 
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Mr H. Not one. There is nothing 
transmitted to ub of this transaction, except 
that it was done, and that the revenue of 
this province alone, amounted to more than 
2,000.000 of dollars. I can "tell you ooe 
Uiing, however, which shows that Darius 
had learned some prudence, by his Scythian 
expedition. Before he invaded India, he 
Bent Scylax, a Grecian mariner, to build a 
fleet of ships on the river Indus, and sail 
down that river, making all the discoveries 
he possibly could, of the country, on both 
sides of it. Scylax was gone two years and 
a half, and returned to Persia by the way of 
the Red Sea; and the information he acqutr- 
•d, was of very great service to Darius in 
forming his plans for the conquest of India. 

But even this did not satisfy the ambition 
of Darius, for he began to make great pre- 
parations for the conquest of Greece, 

J. Oh papa, will he never stop fighting 
when he has no need of it? 

JIfr H. Yes, Jane, very soon too; for 
death, the conquorer of all, arrested him be- 
fore he had conquered Greece; and with this 
remark I think we will close for the night, 

13» "^ 
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fliSTObr OF TUB OUaCIANS. 

' I wonder if mnma will tell ui about the 
Greciane to d&y;' said Henrv Harrison to 
to faia sisterfi, as he stood b; the fire the neit ' 
morning, wfakthns a bit of .shingle ittto iha 
shape of a sword Tor George; ' for mj part, 
t quite like to study history in this stotj- 
tellingway; don'tyou, Fanny?' 'Andyaii> 
seem to like warlike preparations toe;' said 
bis mother; simling, as she entered the room 
at the moment; 'it is hardly sunrise yet, 
and yoQ have already nearly made a sword, 
I see.' 'Yes mama, and I am sotng to 
make George a bow and arrow, if I get my 
lesson done early enough; and Jane is going 
to make him a cap, and we are going to get 
papa to cut that old tin pail to pieces, and 
that we shall tie around him for nia armor; 
and if we could have a shield; mama, would 
you be so sood as to show Faony how to 
make it, if! can find some pieces of lea- 
ther?' ' Oh, noiisense, Henry, what is all 
that for? surely you are too old for such 
playthings;' said Mrs Harrison, almost im- 
patiently. ' But, mother, it is not Eat mti it 
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IB for George; George is « little boj, I am 
«ure, tmd will bepleased enough with it. Men 
make playthings, and why may not I? and 
tomorrow George ia five yexra old, and we 
mean to make him look lute a Persian sot- 
dier. I tell you mama it will snit him to the 
very top; now we may, mayn't we?' 'Yes, 
yes,' said papa, 'better be pleasing each 
other in this way, than running off with bad 
boys and learning mischief.' How much 
ofteuer would honte be the beat place to boys, 
if they were not driven ftway because they 
were boyt and not men. Children must be 
allowed to interest themfleWes in children's 
things. It is as useless to expect their mindi 
to be occupied with men's tbon^hts and pur^ 
suits, as to wish to drees their bodies in 
men's clothes: and usually they appear 
about as well in the one as the other. 
Their plays, as well as their books, must be 
within the reach of their ' minds, or neither 
will be of any use. I trust my young read" 
«rs will eacuse this digression, as it accords 
■o well with tbeir generally recnnd opin- 
ions. But now we will commence upon the 
history of the Grecians, as it was taught iu 
the afternoon lesaoo. 

JUp* H. We hare now come to a time> 
when a few small difficulties occasioned 
w«TS of great length and importance, bs* 
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tveen the two most powerful nations then id 
the world; I mesn the Pereiuia and Gre- 
cians. 

'V. But 70a bare scarcely mentioned the 
Grecians, mama; I had do idea they were 
yeij powerful. 

Mr$ H. I know I have said nothing 
about them yet; but you must recollect we 
can attend to only one nation at atisne, with- . 
out confusion. 

H. Vea, mother, we know that, by that 
part ofthehbtory where we had the Medes 
and Persians and Babylonians and Assyri- 
auB, all on the carpet together. But how 
shall we get along without it now? 

Vlfri a. We cannot entirely; but the 
beat way will be to let Darius take care ef 
his own dominions awhile, without our inter- 
ference; and in the mean time, we will 
make a visit to Greece, and get a little ac- 
quainted with people there, before this great 
Persian comes and puts them alt into confu- 
sion. 

F, Did Greece comprehend the same' 
countries then that it does now? 

Mr* B. Very much the same. It was 
the southern part of the peninsula, that was 
particularly interested in these wars, togeth- 
er with the islands in the Archipelago, and 
a few cities on the opposite coast of Asih 
Minor. 
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H. YouBBeaii«here&nyriiais,and about 
there? 

JUr» JET Yee; tbere were several (utiSK 
then, iohabited by Greciana, and the covttr 
try about them was called looia, and the in- 
habitants loaiana. The history of Greece 
oiiglU to be very iateresting to us, aa it won m 
that country that the arts and icieaces ^ere, . 
we might ahuoet say, Ai»cotered; yet that 
would be rather too much, as they were in- ' 
debted to the Sgyptiaae. for much of the bu* . 
periorityoftheirlavs, audtothe-Phaenlcianfl 
for their dcill in Mtval affairs, asd for th«. 
, inveitfioa of their a^habet; and both the 
Peraians and the Kgyptiass weoe betbc* 
them in Astronomy ai^ in Medicine. 

H. Oh stop, stop, mams, or you wjJl 
leave ao4hing for jo*t favorite Gteoiaiui to 
discover. 

Mn H, Nevarlflsi^my boy; the Qxe- 
ciaoB brought all these Boiences to tita great- 
est perfectioo, and many otbeift beaideo. 
Their building surpaaaed in beauty. 

B. Not the E^ypUiju, mc^er? 

Jtfra H, Yes, m beakty, eves your throiT 
it« Egypti.aiwi. 

H- Bat they were not so large i 

Mrt B. No, nor quite ,aa uaelesat nor 
did tyranical kings claim Uie time and the 
lervices of hundreds of ihouaaitda of theic 
aubjecta to bnild them. They were tb« 
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firee-vill ofierings of b free peoplej and 
they have been laoauments of skill and taste, 
and patterns for the archilecte of all ages, 
erer since their erection. 

Then tbe science of Mathematics was 
raised to its highest state in Greece, and 
those rules diecoTered and explained, which 
have been the guide of every scholar since. 
It was in Greece that language received its 
highest polish; and Grecian historians, and 
almost they alone, have told us all we know 
of. foimer things and foriner, times. la 
Greece too, were found not only the great- 
est commanders , of armies, but the greatest 
statesmen in the councils of their country; 
not only the^ost powerful reasoners and 
eloquent orators, but the wisest philoso- 
phers, and the' greatest poets, that ever 
adorned any age or nation. 

H. You de set them up as important 
characters, indeed, mama! but you will per- 
mit us, 1 suppose, to make some aUowances 
for your partiality ? 

Mri H. Not a particle. Strike out frtHn 
the world the learning which Greece has 
bestowed uponit, andyouleaveusbarbarians 
in knowledge. You must recollect however, 
that in this assertion and inference, I tun not 
speaking of Scripture history, or the light 
and knowledge of Christianity; without 
vbicb, all other knowledge, precious to ua 
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«B it ia, IB altogether unabl^ to beitov upoo. 
as laiiing good. 

F. But when was Greece settled, mamaP 
Mra H. About the same time that the 
sons of Ham settled in Egjpt, and miagled 
with those of Shem in Asia, the descendants 
of Jspheth lookup their leaidence in Greece. 
It is said, that other nations called the 
Greeks, lonians; and Greece, louia; from 
Ion, or JavBii, (these names aie the same in 
Hebiew,)thesonof Japheth. There were 
a great many wars and changes however, 
among these people, and their language al- 
tered ID various places, so that they spoke 
very different dialects. They sent out va- 
rioua colonies to other places, and some- 
times one tribe would drine another to seek 
a home in some other country; and then 
again people Irom other countries came 
and settled among them; so that they were 
finally, a mingled mass of all countries. 

F. I recollect th^ Cecrops, an Egyp- 
tian, went into Greece with a colony Brom 
Egypt. ^ 

Mr$ H. Ves, and Athens, and the other 
citiee founded by them, were afterwards 
the most powerful and interesting portions of 
Greece. 

H. What was their form of government, 
mama? 
Mr* H. They changed firom one thing 
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to another, but were generally under kings 

• and petty chiefb; till at last they became 

tired of kiogB, and ev«ry thing that looked 

tike B. king, and eetablished a repablicaa 



Mn H. Mor« tike it than any other 
irbich has ever existed for any great length 
of time. 'B w^ by the example of Greece, 
Aet the "world first learnt that people coulti 
govern (ftemsefeei, withont the help ofki^i; 
a circumBtunce -which onr ^ood friend ^1- 
lin, like a true and loyal subject of the king 
of iFrance, as be was in all duty bound to 
be, takee great pains to disprove. 

Macedoma, the northern part of Greece, 
continued to be governed W kings, and by 
some of the most celebrated kings too, that 
fill the pages of Iristory. Sparta, or as the 
city, in connexion with the country around 
it was sometimes called, Lacedemonia, also- 
retained her office in her form of govern- 
Bieat,' which was held by two men jointly^ 
who were called . kings, bat they had very- 
little more power than the governors ofdur 
own states, for the {^tncipal authority, was in 
the hands of a senate. In Athens, the gov- 
ernment was entirely popular. They had a 
■enate, but questions were finally determin- 
ed by the 'Assembly of the people,' in 
which all had a right to vote. The smalt 
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cities around were also iocluded in the goT- 
emment. Corinth was another, and ArgoB 
another, of these independent governmeitts, 
(and there were others still,) which y-et 
were in some form, linked together, so that, 
although ail were free, the whole were the 
stronger for the union. Indeed very much 
like our ' United Spates,' except they were 
not so closely or so firmly united. I sl)all 
not trouble you with manj^ of the very an- 
cient affairs of Greece, for they are bo ming- 
led with fables about their gods, and their 
lieroea, that the precise truth cannot be 
known. They first learned the benefit of 
being itmied, in the Trojan war: — this was 
while they were under their king, and 
about the lime that Jepthah was judge in 
Israel ; you recollect the story of Jepthah'a 
daughter ? 

F. Yes, mama, and the story of the de- 
etruction of Troy; it was told in the history 
of Egypt in the reign of Proteus. 

Mrs H. You are quite right. I will tell 
you one other story about the changes in 
the Grieek government wljile they were un- 
der their kings; and then we will pass to 
other things. The one I speak of, relates 
to what is called in history, 'the reign of 
the Fisietratidte,' or Pisistratus and his de- 
scendants. In the early ages of Greece, their 
laws were very severe; but about the year 
14 
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of the warM 3330, or nearly 1000 years a^ 
ter the settlement of Athens, the kincs be- 
came BO cruel, that the people changed their 
goTernment, and declared the god Jupiter 
aloQe, to be the governor of Athene. It 
was soon found this would oot do, aa every 
man did what waa right in hia own eyes, 
and all was confusion ; ao they appointed a 
very wise man, called Draco, to make lawa 
for them. But Draco did not understand 
the art of making laws, as well as they 
thought. he did; for he made them so strict 
that they were soon entirely set aside, and 
then they were in aa much trouble aa ever. 
At last they applied to Solon. There were ia 
Greece about this time several very wise 
men; and Soldn waa one of them: you shall 
heat more of him by and by. He, made 
some very good laws, and tbey all lived ve- 
ry happily^awhile;^but while Solon wan 
gone on a visit to some friends, a man by 
the name of Fiaiatratus, took upon himself 
the authority, and by taking sides with a 
patty of rebellious people, he obtained pos- 
session of the city and established himself 
as a king. He reigned very well; but his 
descendants grew proud and tyrannical, 
and finally were put to death, and Greece 
again delivered from servitude; and after 
this, they remained free a great many years. 
But I must bo a little more particular about 
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the manner of their gaming their Jibei^ 
ty. Harmodias and Aristogiton were two 
young men of Athens, who were much at- 
tached to each other and tothe^ublic good. 
They wer« the firet who attempted to rid the 
city of its tyrants; one of whom they killed, 
but were apprehended and both put to death. 
The other tiag who was left, now became 
intolerable, yet no one at first could control 
him. But the family of Alcmeon, whom he 
had banished from the city, were very rich, 
and they contrived to get themeelTes ap- 
pointed to superintend the rebuilding the 
temple at Dejphoa; and they made it so 
much more splendid, by their own generos- 
ity than they were under obligations tomake , 
it, and gave the priests and priestess somuch 
money, that (hey would say and do whatever 
they wished: and' whenever (he Spartans 
came to ask any thing of the oracle at the 
temple, the priestess would give them no 
encouragement unless they would promise 
to deliver Athens from the tyranny of Hip- 
pias. The Spartans at last, afraid of offend- 
ing Apollo, the god of the temple, sent an 
army, and obliged Hippiaa to leave" the 
city, and suffered the people to make their 
own laws, and choose their own governors. 
Sparta afterwards undertook to place Hip- 
pias again on the throne of Athena, hut tha 
olbei Grecian cities would n.ot agree to it, 
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and the dia^pointed tTrant, retired to Ar- 
taphemes, goveraor of Sardis under Darius 
king of Persia. He tried constantly to en- 
gage thia governor, to go againBt Greece; 
and ArtapberneB finally eeot a command 
to the Atheniane, to reinstate Hippiae in 
the kingly office. To this demand, the 
Athenians sent a downright refusal; and 
this began the long contention between 
the Persians and Grecians. The Athenians 
were not forgetful of the young men who 
had lost their lives in the attempt to regain 
their liberty. They causei^ Htatues to be 
erected to them in the most public places, 
and honored their memory in all the ways 
they could devise. Many years after this, 
thsy heard that the grand- daughter of Aris- 
togiton, lived at Lemnoa in very poor cir- 
cumstances. They iinmediately sent for 
her to Athens, married her to one of the 
richest of their citizens, and gave her a 
handsome estate in land as her marriage 
portion. 

Tiovf I believe I have told you enough 
of the general history of Greece, to enable 
you to understand its condition at the time ' 
when the Persians invaded it. But there 
are several persons who lived within the 
compass of one or two hundred years be- 
fore and after this time, with whose charac- 
ters I wish you to be acquainted; — and I 
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will give you the books, and Henry and 
Frances may look them ovei, and tell me 
tomorrow what they have found that is cu- 
rious in the manners, and customs, and laws 
of this people, and give me a sketch of the 
principal characters, who are celebrated aa 
poets, wise men, and lawgivers, of Greece. 
And if yon can find a story that is not too 
long for Jane to learn, she may repeat it 
with you. 

J. That's right, mama; thank you, thank -^^^ 
you ; you will find me one won't you, Fanny ? Y^ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
History of the precians. 

Possibly my young friends will expect me 
to tell, before I go upon the more sober etn- 

Eloymeat of teaching them Ancient history, 
ow the little Harrieone succeeded in 
equipping George as a Persian soldier; and 
I can assure them it was done bravely, and 
so much to the gratification of himself, and 
the little visiters who bad come to spend the 
ailernoon of his birth'day with him, that Mrs 
Harrison told Henry she was sure he neefl 
not again ask for the pleasure of hearing 
Darius' army shout for Hystsius. Even 
Helen herself, screamed with fright when- 
ever he came near her ; and as it was a raioy 
day, and they could not play out of doors, 
the whole house was in on uproar from the 
cellar to the garret: and especiall)' the lat- 
ter place, of which they finally look undis- 
turbed poBsessioa; and under the govern- 
ment of king Cyrus, alias Henry Harrison, 
who, (as they say moderators always do,) 
made more noise than all the rest, they built 
Babylona, and fought battles, and, Jane 
thought, made earthquakes, as long as they 
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fleaMd. Next itty, however, the house 
ecame calm again; and Heaiy brought 
hia mother the volumes she had lent them, 
saying ' Mama, we have turned these great 
books over and over, and the descriptions 
of Grecian laws, and mannerB, and wise nen 
are bo scattered, I da not know as we have 
found them all now. ' 

Mrs B. Have you learned anything 
about Lycurgus, my son? 

H. Oh yes, mother. He lived in Sparta 
about the same time with Anysis, that blind 
, king of Egypt. He found the laws, and 
the people in Sparta, in such confiision, 
(hat he determined he would tiv to reform 
them. He first travelled into Egypt, and 
other countries, to learn their laws, that he 
might select the beat for his own city. When 
he went back, he made the Spartans do such 
queer things, that I could hardly believe the 
book when it says so. 

Mn H. Pray what were those very queer 
things ? 

H. Why, when he went there, almost all 
the people were very poor; the property all 
belonged to a very few, and these were pro- 
digiously rich ; but Lycurgus persuaded 
them to give up their land, and let it be di- 
vided among all the citizeas equally. 

Mn H. This, then, w|is a most wonder- 
ful example of the public spirit of the Spar- 
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taDS, in renouncing their own Wealth, for 
the good oftheir fellow citizens. 

H, Yes; but if I had been a rich Spar- 
tan; Idoubt whether I shouldhavB been quite 
so patriotic. 

Mrs II. It iedoubtful, Ithink; butthe; 
had vast quantities of gold and silver vessela 
and ornaments. Sec. in those days. 

H: Ah! but Lycurgus made them about 
good for nothing ; for he would not let them 
have any sDver or gold money to buy any 
more with; only iron money; and that was 
BO heavy, that it needed a cart and oxen to 
draw a hundred dollars worth of it, and a. 
whole room to keep it in when they got it. 
This, he thought, would make them less 
covetous. Then he would not let the men 
and boys eat at home, but at public tables; 
where there was nothing but very wise, grave 
conversation all the while. Pne of their 
kings was punished, for going home and 
eating with nia family aller he came from a 
long war, instead of going to the public ta- 
ble. 

Mra B. Under such regulations, the 
boys would learn a great deal, and be very 
wise, and not be likely to be very dissipated, 
surely, or vicious. 

H. Ah, I don't know about their not be- 
ing vicious: they were taught to steal from 
the public tables and gardens, to make 
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them ily and cunning; and were punished 
if they were caught, because they were not 
expert enough (o conceal the theft. _ 

J. What a strange people you describe 
them to be. 

H. Indeed, Jane, I could tell a cruel 
story about it, if it was not for making you 
dislike history. 

Jlfra H. Jane must noj refuse to learn 
history, because there are some unpleaaant 
things about it. 

H. Well then, only think Jane; a boy 
stole a fox, and hid it under his cloak; and 
the fox began to bite him ; hut rather than 
be discovered, he let it eat into him till he 
dropped down dead! 

Mrs H. And it was thought by the Spar- 
tans, that such things were the most exalted 
displays of bravery, 

a. They accustomed their children to 
let persons whip them, to learn them to bear 
pain with fortitude; and sometimes boys 
would Buffer themselves to be whipped to 
death, without midting the least cry or com- 
plaint. 

J. Oh mother! need I hear any more of 
this? 

Mn H. No my dear; Henry may tell 
something else. 

H. But the next thing I was thinking of, 
will not be very pleasant to the girls; for I 
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was going to e&y, that these Spartans 
wouldnot permit their children to learn any 
such things as poetr}r, or painting, or music, 
for fear it would spoil them for soldiers. 

F. I think they ought not to he called 
Grecians, they were so near being barbari- 

Mn H. Do you recollect, Henry, how 
long the laws of Lycurgus remained in 
force P 

H. It was 500 years! 

J. How was it possihle for him to make 
them obey hiiQ, so Itfng after he was dead ? 

H. Because in the first place, he made 
them believe they were the best l^ws in the 
world; and they soon found, that by practise 
ing them strictly, they acquired the name 
ofbeing the wisest, and moat moderate, and 
equitable nation in the world: so that when 
any city got into any contention, they were 
sure to -send for & Spartan ambassador to 
settle the difficulty; and whenever he ap- 
peared, all parties flocked around him, and 
gave up their own opinions, and submitted 
quietly to whatever be chose to dictate, be- 
lieving it was certainly right and justi But 
then, the most curious part of it was, he 
told them he wanted to go and inquire of 
the oracle at Delphoa, whether any of his 
laws needed alteration;, and he made them 
promise to keep, his laws perfectly, (ill be 
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GKme back. But thia promiee lasted for- 
ever; forhe has neverbeen seen there since; 
nor did he ever intend to go back ; for when 
he had obtained the approbation of the ora- 
cle to bind them to their promise, and set 
them an example of fortitude, he starved 
himaelfto death in the temple. 

J. I do not know whether I like Lycur- 
gus or not ; but I should like to hear of some 
■ others of these ancient Greek gentlemen. 

F. I will tell you about some of their 
poets, Jane. The two first that are mentioo- 
ed, are Homer, and Hesiod. Homer 
wrote two poems about the Trojan war, 
which have been considered the greateit 
poetical productions, which were ever writ- 
ten: and other writers have been thought 
good, in proportion as they have lesemhled 
• Homer, 

Mri B. That is, in the kind of poetry 
which he wrote. 

J. Where did Homer live? 

F. Seven cities coatended for the honor 
of his birth, of which, RoUin thinks, Smyr- 
na has the best claim. Then there was 
Archilochus, who wrote very, good poclrtf, 
but it had very bad ittUimtiUa in it ; and the 
Spartans would not let it be read in their 
city. Then there was one whose name was 
Hipptmax, He wrote very severe poetry. 
He was very ill looking and very small; and 



s^d J, Google 



168 JUTKNILB BOI.l:.III. 

two sculptors cut his image, to ridicule turn. 
But thej soon repented of their fun; for he 
wrote some poetry about them, vhich made 
them appear so ridiculous theioBelves, that 
the^ left the city; and some hiatoriaos boy 
Ihey hung themselves out of mere mortifi- 

Simonides was another who gained a prize 
for his poetry when he was only twenty-four 
years old. Once he was cast away in a 
storm at sea; and when all the other pas- 
sengers were trying to save some of their ef- 
fects, Simonides tried only to save himself. 
When the captain inquired the reason of this 
be replied, ' I carry my treasures about me.' 
And so it proved; for some of the passen- 
gers were drowned in trying to swipi to the 
^hore, loaded with their goods; and those 
who got safe to land, were robbed by thieves 
as soon as they went on shore, and were 
obliged to beg their way through the streets. 
But a rich gentleman who lived in the neat- 
est city, heard that Simonides was there, and 
he sent for him and supplied him with all he 
wanted, thinking it an honor to entertain 
such a man. SotbattheWcAej q/'t^rmind 
which Simonides carried about him, proved 
(o be of more value by far than those trea- 
sures which perished so easily. 

J. I like this part, Fanny ; do tell more 
about him. 
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F. He was blamed as being ungenerous, 
because he acquired hig property by writing 
poetry, and would not write for any body till 
they agreed to pay him. One time a man 
who had gained a prizo in the chariot races, 
wished him to write a poem in his praise. 
Simonides thought the price be offered was 
not enough; and ho pretended he could not 
write on that occaaion, because the man's 
chariot was drawn by mules, and mules 
were not proper subjects of poetry. But as 
the man roso in his price, the mules rose in 
dignity, till at length the poetry appeared, 
and the poor beasts came out honored with 
the most illustrious titles. . 

H. Now that ia a real funny story; I 
should not have thought Fanny's grave face 
could have told it so well. 

F. I can tell you a grave story of him if 

Jou like. Hiero, king of Syracuse, asked 
im the question, ' What is God?' Simoni- 
des wished for a day's time, to frame his an- 
swer in. On the morrow, instead of answer- 
ing the question, he asked for two days; and 
every time the question was repeated, he 
doubled the time. Hlero asked him at last, 
why he hesitated so long for an answer.' 
' Because,' replied the poet, ' the more I 
study into the nature of the Supreme Be- 
ing, the more incomprehensible it appears.' 
Mrt H. You have obliged us with ia ve- 
16 
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rj good story, my dear; but did you find one 
for Jane ? 

J. Yes, mama: there was a female poet 
whose name was Sappho: she did not bear a 

food character, but her poetry was very 
eautiful: she was said to excel all other 
poets, in eloquence and style. 

Mrs H. And who were the ' seven wise 
men of Greece?' 

f . RoUin Bays, there were many men 
who were placed in this list, some authors 
preferring one, and others another. Little 
IS known about them, except that they were 
usually kings, philosophers, and poets. 

J. But,mama,what is aphiloBopher? Is 
it a man who studies philosopt^ all the 

Mrs H. Not exactly. The ancient phi- 
losophers, indeed, were men who made study 
and teaching their principal business; but 
they understood, really, very little of what 
you would call philosophy ; that is astrono- 
my, light, motion, heat, optics, magnetism, 
&c, &c. ; though in some of these' things, 
they were wise for those times. But their 
philosophy, was more like what we should 
callthe philosophy of the mind. Amanwho 
claimed this title, was supposed to have a 
great deal of knowledge of various kinds; 
to know very well how to speak, and write, 
and reason; to be very strict, and regular. 
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in hia habits and morals; to care very little 
for riches, or pleaaureB, or fatigue, or pain; 
to be very fond of thinking, and reading, 
and to feel that the study of truth and jus- 
tice aad good government, and the govern- 
ment of his own temper and inclinations, 
was the most noble employment in the 
world. 

J. Thank you, mama; I think I shall 
understand these stories much the better for 
your explanation. Fanny can you think of 
any more of these philosophers? and when 
you and Henry have done, I will tell anoth- 
er story, which papa told me when I was 
in the garden with him, digging roots, be- 
fore breakfast. 

F. Ob yes, I can think of several more. 
Thales, of Miletus, was one of the most 
celebrated of these men. He lived to be 
more than 90 years old, and is said to have 
been the founder of the science of philoso- 
phy in Greece, and to have been the first 
there, who studied astronomy. When he 
was travelling in Egypt, he discovered a 
way to find the exact height of the pyramids ; 
that is by observing when the length of his 
own shadow was the same as the height of 
his body, he knew that the height of the 
|>yramid was the same as the length of 
Its shadow. This had never been thought 
of before; and then they did not perceive 
that they could as easily tell when the 
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height and the shadow did not agree, aa 
vhea they did, byohserving the proportions 
between them. But succeeding philoso- 
phers discovered a great many of these 
things. Tbales used to thank the gods for 
three things; that he was born a reasonable 
creature, and not a beast ; a man, and not a 
woman; a Greek, and not a barbarian. 
One evening he was looking so attentively 
at the stars as he walked along, that he did 
Dot mind what was before him, and sudden- 
ly etambled intoaditch. 'Haha!' sud an 
old woman who saw him, 'how can you ex- 
pect to see what passes in the heavens so 
much above your head, if you cannot see 
what is just at your feet and before your 
nose?' 

J. I shall think of Thalea when I am out 
in the evening again, for I often hurt my 
toes against a stick or a stone, while I am 
gazing at the beautiful stars. 

H. Now it is my turn to tell a story. 
Periander the king, or as they were then 
called, the tyrant of Corinth, was one of 
these wise men, and he invited alt the other 
wise men to hie court. Many wise things 
were said, and many good rules Iflid down 
for the government of the nation while they 
were together. During the visit, a courier 
arrived with a letter from Amasis king of 
Ethiopia to Bias, one of Periander'a visiters, 
inquiring how ho should answer a proposal 
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made to him by the king of Ethiopia. The 
proposal was, that if Bias would drink up the 
sea, Amasis would give him ceitain cities; 
but if he decliaed doing it, Bias should gtve 
him as many, if he would do it. Kiog^ it 
seems, used to amuse themselves with send- 
ing such riddles to each other. Bias wrote 
back to his friend Amasis, to accept the pro- 
posal; but to insist upon it before he began 
to drlak, that the king of Ethiopia should 
atop up all the rivers that ran into the sea; 
for it was the sea only, and not the rivers, 
that were to be drank. 

Then there was Anacharsis, a Scythiaa, 
who had tha honor to be accounted one of 
the seven wise men, as he usually lived in 
Greece. Aa Athenian once reproached 
him for the insignificance of his country, 
'You think my country no honor to me,' 
[eplied Anacharsis, ' and I think you-are 
no honor to your country.' 

/. Now I should like to tell my story — it 
is about JBaop, the one who wrote all the 
Abies in that comical book I used to have. 
JEsop lived at the same time with Cyrus and 
Crcesus, and spent a great deal of time at 
^ecourt of CrcBsus, and in doing business 
for him.' 

H. But Jane, I thought ^sop was & 
slave. 

/. He was at first, and was so little, 
15* 
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ftpd crooked, and humpbacked, and looked bo 
shockingly, that it was difficult to sell him. 
His first master sent htm into the field to 
work, to get him out of his sight. He was 
aAwwards Bold to a philosopher called Xan- 
thus, who soon discovered his merit. I think 
papa said, he told his stories about animals, 
and trees, and such things, rather than about 
'njen, because he thought people could see 
better how such dispositions really appeared, 
if they were seen in those things, than if 
they were seen in men. And then they 
would be more amusing, and more likeiy to 
be remembered. We know bis queer sto- 
ries s« well, that we need not tell them 
now — but papa told me" about his death. He 
was sent by Crcesus, with a great present 
to tho temple of Selphos, and also a present 
for every one of the inhabitants: — but as 
they quarrelled about dividing the money, 
he sent it back to Crcesua, telling him that 
the people were not worthy of it. Tfaia 
made them so angry, that they threw him 
from the top of a high rock and killed him. 
Afterwards they had a great many troubles, 
from famine and sickness, and they thought 
it was because they had killed .^sop, and 
made the god angry. So they sent to all 
the assemblies of Greece to let them know 
that if any of Mao^'a relatives would come 
there, they would make bim eatisftction. 
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Foi a long time nobody appeared; but at 
last a man came, who was related to those 
who bought £sop, and the Delphians paid 
him what he asked, and after thatthey were 
no more troubled with sickness or want. 
Now, mama, I think it is your turn to tell ua 
* ator^rV— — V 

.Mr$ If. I will, my daughter, and it shall 
be about Solon, whom 1 once before mention- 
-ed. You recollect I told you the Athenians 
«hose him to reform the laws of Draer, which 
vere too severe. He did not wish to enter 
into their disputes, but finally conclud«d that 
&r the good of the people, he ought to try 
and do what be could ; but he never h&A that 
authority over the Athenians, which I^cur- 
gus had over the Spartans. 

F. How long alter Lycurgus did Solon 
live? 

Jdrt H. About 300 years. He could 
not make a division of property, but he 
made a law, that all the debts which were 
then due, should be forgiven. 

M. That seems rather unjust. 

Jfra H. It was so in one respect^ — jetno 
one really suffered by it, because those who 
owed, were all so poor they never could 
have paid; and those to whom it was due, 
were alleorichtheydid notneed it. There 
was one exception however. Solon always 
-consulted wiUi his friends about bia lawB be- 
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fore he gave them to the people;— and when 
some ofthem found this law would be made, 
they borrowed large suma fromeome of their 
rich neighbors, pretending to want it only 
a few days; but before these few days had 
passed the law discharged them from paying 
these debts; — and Solon for a time had to 
bear all the blame of this meanness, though 
he was entirely ignorant of it. 

H. But if these men had had the least 
honesty or honor, they would have paid it, 
if the law had discharged them. 

F. If they had the least honor or hon- 
esty they would not have borowed it. But 
I should think Solon would diamUs such 
friends from his council. 

Mra. H. Probably ha did, for be was sooa 
restored to the confidence of the people. 

H. Did his people obey him as long as 
the Spartans obeyed the lawa of Lycurgus? 

Mr» H. Oh no. He made them pro- 
mise they would keep them 100 years; and 
then he went to visit some of his friends. 
After ten years' absence, he returned and 
found everything in confusion, and Pisialra- 
tua at the head of a guard, and ruling the 
city. Solon tried to regulate things again; 
but Fisistratus was the more powerful of the 
two, and as he appeared very kind to the old 

EhiloBopher, and invited him to live with 
im, Solon thought he might posaibly da 
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more gpo^^ to hia countrj, if be staid and 
gave Pisiatratus good advice, than if he 
tried to oppose him. But he did not lire 
long after this ; I believe only two jeara. 

J. Mama, did these philosophers have 
wivea and children? 

Mra H. Sometimea they did, and some- 
timea they did not. Solon bad a wife and 
children ; and being once on a viait to Thalea 
he asked him why he did not get married. At 
first he made no direct answer; but the next 
"morning a atranger was introduced as having 

f'ust come from Athens. ' And did you 
earn any newa there ? ' asked Solon. ' No- 
thing in particular,' replied the stranger, 
' except that people were all in grief for the 
death of a most excellent young man, whose 
father was absent.' ' Unhappy father!' re- 
turned Solon; 'did you learn hisname?' 
' I did, hut have forgotten it, only that he 
was the man most respected in the whole 
city.' Questions were put by the trembling 
father, till he could no longer refrain from 
asking the one he most dreaded to hear an- 
swered, 'was the father's name Solon?' 
' That was it,' replied the stranger. The 
heart-stricken man, now gave utterance to 
his grief in the most affecting manner, tear- 
ing nis robes and his hair, perfectly frantic 
withsorrow and disappointment. ButThales, 
taking him by the hand exclaimed, ' Quiet 
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yourself mj dear friend; all you have heard 
is a fiction; your beloved son is living; but 
you now see the reason why I never marri- 
ed; I do not wish to expose my life to such 
sorrows.' 
F. I think that was a cruel way to explain 



H. I should have gone home, and left 
Thales to his old batchelorism, after auch a 

Jtfi-s H. Now I think you have recited 
enough for to day, nnd umess you wish to 
ask some explanations, Ibelievelmuslleave 
you till to-morrow, 

F. I should like to ask one explanation, 
mama, if you please. We saw the words 
'HeraclidiB,' and ' Pelopidte,' and some 
others like them in those hooks, and we did 
□ot know what they meant. 

Mrs H. They mean the family descen- 
dants, of Hercules, Pelopidas, and others; 
this termination of the name is according to 
the construction of the Greek language. 

J. But, mama, I thought Hercules was a 
god. 

jtfrs H. So he was; but he and many 
other heathen godg, were men who had sig- 
nalized themselves by their success in war, 
or their great skill in hunting, and such like; 
and their godesses were the mothers or wives 
of these men, or sometimes ladies who were 
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famous for beauty, or some other qualifica- 
tion; and after the death of these persons, 
they , were worshipited as' gods, and were 
supposed still to direct humaD events aa for- 
merly. 
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CHAPTER IX. . 
HISTOET OF THE GRECIANS. 

' Mama, do you think we shall ever get 
through those great books?' inquired Henry, 
whose perseverance was begioning to give 
way to hia love of change. ' Undoubtedly 
you will, if you hold to your resolulion,' — 
replied hia mother. ' But it is tiresome be- 
ing day after day at one study.' 'Yes, 
tiresome to those who have not resolutioa 
to overcome their faults; but I think this 
very study, is the best thing in the world 
for you, at your age and with your habits 
of restleaeneas, or perhaps I ought to say 
idleness: for when the novelty of a thing 
is worn off, you are Quite too anxious to 
leave it for another. This inclination, my 
dear Henry, you must overcome, or it will 
give you a vast deal of trfcuble, all your life. 

H. Well, will you hear us now, mama, 
while Helen is aaleep? 

Mrg H. If you will not get into a frolic 
with Jane, as you are apt to while you re- 
cite, and wake her. But you may keep the 
books among yourselves, for I have this 
large work in my lap, and cannot hold any 
thing more. 



s^d J, Google 



JCTSKILE nOLUH. 181 

F. We have several more of these poets 
and philosophers to tell about yst, mama. 

J. . But are such things of any conse- 
quence in faistory? 

Mm H. Yea; for it is thus that we get 
our ideas of the characters and manners of 
people. Who is your first story about, 
Frances P 

F. About Pythagoras. He was bojn 
on the island of Samos about the time 
that Solon died; or in the year 3480; or 
524 before Christ. He enriched his nund 
with the best knowledge the age afforded, 
by travelling into various countries, and 
learning all he could in each. He returned 
to his own country, but did not stay there 
long, because f olyrates was so tyrannical in 
his government. He soon went to Italy, 
and established a school which soon became 
so famous that he sometimes had five hun-' 
dred scholars at once ; and the whole 
country soon felt the benefit of his instruc- 
tions, for it became fashionable to study, 
and a love of learning spread all about the 
country. Multitudes flocked from the 
neighboring cities, and all the princes . of 
the country thought it an honor to receive 
visits from Pythagoras. His scholars 
were so fond of hini, and so satisfied with 
every thing he said, that they never at- 
tempted to inquire into the opE>0Btte side of 
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a question when he had once decided it. 
It was enough for them that ' the master 
said ao. ' 

Mr» H. That was carrying their obedi- 
ence ton far to any human authority; but 
it proves how much ascendenc}', uncom- 
mon knowledge may give to a man who 
knows how to use it. 

F. But the most remarkable circum- 
stance was, that he could keep them so 
long in silence. They w§re not permitted 
. to talk, or ask questions for the first five 
years. 

H. His school would not have suited me 
then. 

Mn H. Perhaps one upon the same 
principle, (hough a little less strict, might . 
be of service to you. 

H. Well, Fanny, did his scholars really 
know more than other people? 

JF. Rotlin says, they aid infinite honor 
to (heir master, as wise legislators, skilled 
ia all the sciences, capable of governing 
states, and of being the counsellors of the 
greatest princes. And that part of Italy 
was considered for many ages, as the nurse- 
ry of the wisest men of the time. And a 
long time afterwards, when the Komans 
' were commanded by the oracle at Delphos, 
to erect two statues in their city, the, one 
to (be wisest, and the other to the most val- 
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iant among Greeks, they selected Pythag- 
oras, and Themistoclea. 

Mrs H. Pythagoras was a prodigy of 
learning for those times, though others fol- 
lowed vho far surpassed him. But he, 
for the first time, taught the system of as- 
tronomy which is now believed, viz. that 
the earth turns on its axis, and goes, with 
the other planets, around the sun. Much 
of his influence over the opinions of his 
scholars, may be traced to the great mys- 
tery and secrecy with which he surrounded 
his doctrines. He aimed at instructing the 
few, that they might be the better able to 
govern the many. But what characters 
have you chosen for recitation, Henry? 

H. Three famous poets, who were all 
distinguished for making great improve- 
ments in the kind of poetry used in the 
theatres. The first was Eschylus. Before 
him they had no theatres, but the actors 
were carried about the city in carts; and 
nothing but foolishness was spoken or 
sung in these entertainments, except that 
Thespis had just before made some few 
improvenieufs. But !Escbylus erected a 
theatre, and made bis actors wear masks, 
and long robes, and changed their song, 
and dialogues, for others, more decent 
and manly. But I think he must have had 
some queer fellows to play for him; for it is 
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said that at one time, he had iifly furies 

asleep on the stage at once, and wheu they 
all waked and began to dash about, the 
women screamed and several children ac- 
tually died of fright. After this he was not 
allowed to have more than fifteen on the 
stage at once. But £9ch3^u9 did not al- 
way ' enjoy the honor of writing the best 
pieces; for a young man named Sophoclea, 
the son of a blacksmith, began to write, and 
the public assembly gave him the prize for 
his kr»l production. Eschylus was so morti- 
fied, that he left Athens and went to Sicily, 
when he died. This Sophocles gained the 
prize twenty-nine times, and it is said he 
died of joy in hia ninetieth year, at being 
crowned victor when he did not expect it. 
His children, (tired of waiting so long, I 
suppose,) wanted his property before he 
died, and they carried him before the court 
of the city, pretending he had lost his rea- 
son, and waa not ht to manage his concerns. 
Sophocles did not try to dispute them, but 
read to the judges a tragedy he was then 
writing, which so affected them, that they 
declared him in full possession of his rea- 
son; and his children gained nothing but 
their disgrace for their ingratitude. 

JUrs H. That is a very good story; but 
I think you said 'three men.' Who was 
the other ^ 
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^S. H!s name was Euripides; and his 
writings were thought to abound in good 
sense and excellent sentiments; yet the 
Athenians were ao careHil about what was 
said before them, that they seyerftl times 
called him to account for making hi& actors 
say what they thought was incorrect; as 
for instance, that riches are the best good; 
and that a person might tell a lie, to obtain 
a crown. 

F, And surely these are wrong 'senti- 
ments. 

H. Yes, Fanny, but Euripides only 
wished them to wait till they had heard the 
play through, and then they would see 
that it was bad men who had said such 
tbingB, and that they came to a miserable 
end. 

Mri H. Now I will tell you a story of 
another writer for the Athenian stage. 
This was Aristophanes. You must recol- 
lect that the Greeks, and especially the 
Athenians, were extravagantly food of the 
amusements of the theatre; and that they 
improved continually, for a great length Oi 
time in the style of their writings for the 
stage, and in the building and decorating 
of their theatres, till at last they expended 
more time and money upon them, than up- 
on any thing else. The poets who wrote 
comedies aad tragedies for the stage, took 
16* 
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tha greatest liberties in ridiculing, or praia- 
ing, any one who they thought deserve ■ il. 
If they thought the command of an army 
was in ignorant or inexperienced hands, 
they would write a play, in which the com- 
mander was represented as one of the prin- 
cipal personages, and as displaying in his 
words and actions, his entire unfitness for 
his station: a masit was made to look 
like him, and some one was hired to act 
his part. If the audience were amused, it 
was enough; and the man, however high 
his station, was objiged to submit to be re- 
diculed, and very often, the severe strokes 
of wit and raillery in these compositions e& 
fected greater revolutions in the minds of 
the people, than the strongest reasons coald 
have done. But you will think that I have 
lost sight of Aristophanes, entirely. He 
had acquired such influence in the coun- 
cils of Greece by his plays only, that the 
ffist question asked by a Persian king, to 
some Greek ambassadors, was about ' (hat 
man, who, by his wit and eloquence, so in- 
spired the Greeks with prudence and cour- 
age, that they defeated all his schemes fi>r 
conquering them?' At a time when he 
thought the government of Athens was in 
weak hands, he' composed a play which 
he called Lysistrata, after the wife of one 
of the magistrates, and in which she was 
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rep resented,, as reasoning with her husband 
upon the afiairs of the state, showing their 
sad condition, and insisting that the govern- 
ment should be put in the hands of the wo- 
men, who bj their skill in untangling their 
. threads, and their patience and industry in 
domestic afiairs, proved tbemseires alto- 
gether better qualified to govern the city 
than their husbands. 

H. And, mother, ice gtatlcoien think 
tliere are some ladies now, who might bear 
the name of Lysistrata. 

J\drn H, Yes, there are such, and some 
gentlemen who wOuld do for husbands to 
such ladies; and *onie gentlemen too, who 
would very much like the freedom of re- 
mark allowed to the Grecian poets, provid- 
ed they could have it all to themselves. 

H. Strange! who can they be ? 

J. Oh, now, do draw on your long fkce 
to cover up your laugh, Henry Harrison, 
here, it 's coming ofi* already; we see where 
the coat fits. 

B. Well, come then Jane, let '9 have 
your story. I suppose it will be about 
somebody who hated war, and conquer- 
ors, and all such things. 

J. Yes, as much as any one of those an- 
cient people did, at least, I tried to find 
such an one. His name was Socrates. 

Mr$ H. You have m^e an admirable 
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selection, my daughter. He was called the 
prince of poiloaophera. 

J. Yea, mama; and he tsught people 
like Pythagoras, only he did not keep 
school in any ono place, and did not have 
any great secrets; but he taught every bo- 
dy that^would ieara, and just whpre he could 
find them. He chose that the poorest peo- 
ple should know as much as he did, and 
they were allowed to come to him at any 
time to ask questions. 

H. Was he a rich man ? 

J. No, he had but a very little property, 
and a friend borrowed that, and lost it all; 
BO he was lefl very poor. But his friends 
and scholars loved him so well, they thought 
it a privilege to supply his wants; and in- 
deea he lived so very plainly, that he need- 
ed but little. He did not like to receive 
any thing from kings, because he thought 
he could not repay them. Vet he did not 
go ragged and dirty, as one of his acquaia- 
tances did, pretending he was above caring 
for such things Meeting him one day in the 
street, he told him that a great deal of vani- 
ty was to be seen through the holes in his 
coat. He was very seldom angry, and if 
he happened to be out of humor, he would 
do nothing till he was calm again, for fear 
he should do wrong. 

H. Perhaps he never bad much to trou- 
ble him 
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J. Ah, iodeed he did; eomething that 
gou would think uraa bad enough; he had 
a scolding wif^. 

H. Oh dear! well! if he hore that pa- 
tiently, I 'II set him down at once as the 
'Prince of Philosophers,' surely: but what 
did he marry her for? 

J. Indeed, 1 am almost afraid to tell you. 
It was because be thought if he could learn 
to bear ker insults patiently, he should not 
be Hkely to get angry with any one else. 

B. Well done. Socrates; now that 'a a 
noble reason for getting married. 

J. I knew you would laugh at it, but then 
you ought to remember that men did not 
so often marry for love then, as they do 
now; and they did not expect their imtu* 
to be their company. 

ff. But what was her name? 

J. Xantippe. 

H. JVot the one that ts celebrated in 
the old fashioned primers, where it says, 

' X wu Xontipps, a f^moDi old scold I * 

J. The very same. She used to get so 
angry with him, that she would run after 
him in the streets and tear his clothes. 
One day when she had scolded at him till she 
could thiiik of nothing more to say, she 
emptied a pot of water on his head; but 
he only laughed, and said ' So much thunder 
must needs be followed with a shower.' 
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H. Provoking! beyond all endurance f 

Mrs H. No, not quite; for you see So- 
crates endured it, and ' what man has done, 
men can do.' 

H. However, I do not think it advisa- 
ble for many men to marry scolding wives, 
to teach them patience. 

Mri if. Did you find, Jane, that So- 
crates was proud of his wiedotn? 

J. Quite the contrary. He thought he 
knew very little, and that it was a good 
spirit that always kept him from doing 
wrong. 

F. Was not that his conscience, mother. 



Jlfr* H. Very probably. His prudence 
and good sense also aided him in conclud- 
ing beforehand what would take place; for 
instance, if he saw an enterprise nastily en- 
tered upon, and rashly conducted, he had 
every reason to think it would fail; and his 
predi<;tions on such occasiong, which often 
proved true, were passed to the credit of 
his good spirit, which he thought had told 
him so. When one of hia disciples inquired 
of the oracle at Delphos, whether there was 
a man on earth wiser than Socrates, and 
was told there was none, Socrates was veir 
much puzzled. He did not think himself 
very wise, yet he thought the oracle could 
not tell a falsehood ; he tlierefore conclud- 
ed that|aB all human wisdom was nothing iit 
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comparison with the wisdom of the gods, 
the oracle must have meant that he was the 
wisest man, who acknowledged as he did, 
that he know nothing. There were a set 
of [)eople in Athens at that time called Stoics, 
who pretended to know and teach every- 
thing, though they really knew but very 
little. Yet they made such great preten- 
sions, that the young men of Athena were 
captivated with theia, and left Socrates al- 
most entirely. But Socrates convinced 
them of their ignorance, in a very curious 
way. He- went among them, pretending 
to be a very ignorant men, and asked them 
very simple questions at tirst, and praised 
them for their great knowledge, begging at 
the same time, to explain their meaning in 
very familiar terms, as he could scarcely 
understand their exalted ideas. When he' 
had flattered them in this way, and led them 
along till they could not well get back, he 
grew more difiicult in his questions, and at 
last completely put them all to silence; 
and then complained that tbey would not 
answer Mm according to his capacity. The 
young Athenians saw through it all, and left 
them at once for the more instructive les- 
sons of Socrates. 

/. But this was the means of his death, 
mama; fortbese men were ao offended with 
him, that they contrived to persuade the 
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peoplfl to put him to death, on the charge of 
denying the go^s, and corrupting the youth. 
And this too, afler he had done all he could 
for them, in peace and war, 

H. War! Janef Did Socrates ever 
fight? 

J. Ves, it seems he was obliged like all 
other citizens to go to war; andne was as 
good aeoldier, aahe wasaphiloaopher. But 
this did not save him, 

Jtfn H. Ajid Aristophaoes, of whom I 
(old you, was one who did a great deal to 
persuade the people to condemn him, unfoun- 
ded as the charges were. 

t/1 He was allowed to choose what death 
he would die; but be would not choose, be- 
cause that, he said, would be acknowledg- 
ing his guilt. His Judges therefore, order- 
eahimtodriok poisoo. While he was ia 
prison, bis friends hired tb^ jailor to let him 
escape, and provided a vessel and a place of 
retreat: but when they thought they had got 
everything ready, Socrates would not go. 
He said he had ' spent hie life teaching the 
Athenians to obey the laws, and now should 
he break them himself? I^o! Hewouldnot 
go,' though they all begged, and cried, and 
did all they could to persuade him to save his 
life. Andhe Btaidthere, and touk the cap 
of poison in his hand and drank it as calmljr 
aa he would a draught of water; then walk- 
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ed about the room till ha began tofeelthtt 
poison afiect hia limbs; theabelaj downoa 
the bed and died like a person goin^ to sleep. 
Now, niuma, when he knew nothing of the 
Bible, or of going to heaven, what made him 
feel so willing to die? 

JUi's H. That is a very natural queslioD, 
my dear. But Socrates knew nothing of sin, 
or of itspunishntent; and he thought nisowa 
righteousness was sufficient to iusure bis 
happiness in the nezt world, whatever should 
be the way in which he should enjoy it. 
And although he believed the soul would 
live after the death of the body, and be pun- 
ished or rewarded for its good or bad actions; 
and although he really despised the foolish 
rites ofthe heathen, and believed there was 
but one God; yet he did not let the fear of 
that God influence hia whole conduct; for 
he feared to let his belief be known, and con- 
tinued to the lest, to worshipthose whom he 
believed to be no gods. The last thing be 
said, was, to direct one of his friends to pay 
for him, i vow which he had made to one of 
these -heathen deities. We must then con- 
clude that Socrates, like Cyrus, and many 
more, had light and instruction enough to 
know that there was but one God, andyet they 
lived in the constant practice of the mostal^ 
surd idolatry. 

H. When you come to the time in which 
17 
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these mfn lived you will tell us, won't yott, 
molherP I mean when we begin u poo the 
history of the Greek no/wm. 

Mrt H. Certainly ; while we are attetid- 
ing to the history of the nalion, these indi- 
Tiduals will almost all have a part 10 act, 
but I ahall not then tike to stop in the midst 
ofanother subject, to tell you who such or 
■uch a man wa^ , who happens to be men- 
tioned in that subject; I had ralher you 
would feet acquainted with them when yoit 
eome to them. Btrt no mere bow. 
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CHAPTER X. 

HISTORY OF THE GRECIANS. 

Mri H, I'heTP are n few more Grecian 
characiers wiib whom I wieh you to be ac- 
quainted, and then we will pass to aaotber 
part oftheir histor]'. 

J. These are not all the great men who 
lived there,' are they? 

JUrs H. By no means. Bui you would 
not recollect lliem all, if I should tell yo«, 
and there are many, whose hietories are so 
connected with (he history of their country 
that we shall attend to them in their proper 
place. Greece, between the periodsoi', from 
four lo six hundred years before Christ, 
abounded with men, eminent either for their 
courage and ability as warriors, or their 
taste as poels, or their skill as artists, 
or their learning in general as philosophers. 
When you are older, you muxt become more 
acquainted with their characters and their 
works. I will tell you now a little about 
Plato. 

He was a scholar or Socrates, and Rollia 
says ' if he bad had no other scholan, Plato 
himself would have been a world.' Another 
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author says, ' be posaessed a. mind almost unrn 
yalled for its completeness.' Upon the death 
of his master, he left Athens, and afterwards 
went to Syracuse oathe islnnd of Sicily, at 
the pressing request of its king, Dionysius 
the Younger. Thia prince, ithe had pos- 
sessed the advantage ofn good education, 
would have been an excellent monarcb. 
But his father was so great a tyrant, that be 
could not bear to aee good qualifies, even in 
his r>wn children, and took pains to have 
Dionysius badly educated. 

F. Who ever heard of such a monster! 

Sfra R. His name bss been held in de- 
tMtation ever since. His son, however, 
had some good qualities left, and Dioni his 
uncle, and the only one of his counaellors, 
who waa not full of all evil, took B great 
deal of pains to expite his love for something 
better than feasting and drunkenness; and it 
was through his exertions, that Plato was 
sent for to the court. He was received 
with unbounded joy by the youneking, who 
listened to his discourses with the greatest 
delight, and the palace soon became a scbool 
room, strewed with geometricial figuies and 
other apparatus of the like nature. The 
dissipated courtiers, however, soon grew 
tired ofthis new employment; and at last 
they persuaded the king to send away Dion, 
iiiideT pretence that he waa trying to keep 
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DionysinB mnployed in Btudj, that he might 
find opportunity to get the government iqlo 
hia own hands; and Plato, also, wad put 
under cloee confinement ; yet the young king 
conBtanlly visited him, or had him brought 
to the palace. But s war breaking out soon 
after, he permitted Plato to return to 
Greece, and the Syracusian court now be- 
came as dissipated a place as it ever was. 
When it was known in Greece that Plato 
had returned, every city strove to dobim 
honor. Af\er a whilp, Dionysius repented of 
bis treatment of him, and sent for bim again. 
Plato was now seventy years old, and it was 
only by the strong deaire of his friends, tittt 
be should embrace this opportunity of doing 
ffood, that he consented to return. MucE 
the same scene 'was acted over again as be- 
fore; Dionysius was at first overjoyed, then 
jealous; and his changeable disposition and 
conduct were a. source of constant troubleto 
the good old philosopher, whodidallhe could 
to reform his life; but it was to no purpose. 
He was kept in confinement again, until a 
neigbboring prince demanded hia liberty, 
threatening war in case of a refusal ) and 
Plato once more returned to Greece, whero 
he spent the remainder of his days. 

XenophoQ was another of the disciples of 
Socrates, and was not only a great general 
but a hiatorian, and a writer of peculiar exi 
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celtencn. We ahall hear mor«K>f him faere- 
•Aer. ArJBtotle wu another famous Grecian 
Vfiter. Three or four hundred years a^o, 
bis works were almost the only ones which 
were thought worth studying; but a better 
taste prevails in these days, and a much 
plainer and better way of resaonios ia adopt- 
ed, and more useful, and less difficult eub- 
jecta are reasoned upon now, than in those 
times. There is one thing about Aristotle 
which I wish you to remember. When 
Philip, king ofMacedon, had a son, be iot- 
inediately sent word to Aristotle, that he had 
appointed him for his percept,or, wellknow- 
Mg him to be the greatest pfailosopher of hii 
time. 

F. This was very different from the con- 
duct of DionysiuB. 

Mr* H. And very different effects fbt> 
lowed it, for while the younger Dionyeiaa, 
with all the advantages of a good dispoai- 
tion, and fine talents, became a passionate, 
miserable drunkard, had his kingdom torn 
from him, and his subjects plunged into 
confusion and ruin ; the son of Philip, on 
the contrary, became no less a personaga 
than Alexander the Great, renowned in alt 
succeeding ages for his auperiotity ia arta 
KDd arms, 

F. Tbia contrast spealu finely in &Tor 
of a good education. 
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Mrt B. And in fsTor of Ariitotle, the 
instructer of this great prince. The last' 
whom we will notice amoDg the Grecians 
is DemoBthenea. He was born in the year ~ 
36^, or 381 years before Christ, tind con> 
aequently quite late in Grecian history, 
as well aa Aristotle. They lived about 
the same time. Demosthenes ia allowed to 
have been the greatest orator that Greece, 
or perhaps the world, ever saw. But to 
acquire this distinction, he had to overcome 
almost insurmountable obstacles. When he 
first spoke in public, the audience hissed 
at him. 

H. That would have been the end of 
mtf oratorship. 

F. You would have abandoned your 
motto, then. 

H. My motto? I had almost forgotten 
it. I wonder these joking girls have let 
ine alone about it, as long as this. But 
mother, was not Demosthenes discouraged? 

JIfrt H. He was at first ; but a friend 
kindly told him that he no doubt had talents, 
but that he also had defects, whirh could 
be remedied, and told him what they were; 
and he was so fond of oratory, that he be- 
gan, with * patience and perseverance ' to 
correct them. He had an impediment in 
Jiia speech, and there were some letters ia 
the aJph^wt which he could not pronotuuje; 
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these defects he cured by speakins with 
small pebbles nnder hja tongue. X( first 
he could tot pTonounce long periods for 
want of breath, but he persevered in repeat- 
ing as long sentences as he coutd, while 
walking up hill, and tbua accustomed his 
lungs to strong exertion. Then he had a 
bad habit of shriiggini; up his shoulders; and 
lo cure himself of this, he used to speak 
with a sharp-pointed sword hanging over 
him, so that if he raised his shoulders too 
high it would prick him. He also accus- 
tomed himself to speaking on the sea shore; 
that the roaring and dashing of the waves 
might familarize bin) to the noise of an as- 
sembly. He frer[ueat)y spoke 'before a 
large mirror, that he might see his own de- 
fects and correct them. To obtain retire- 
ment, he had a cellar underground, where 
he often spent months together, in studying 
and writing, keeping one half of his head 
and face shaved, so that he might not be 
fit to go into company. Pbilip, of Mace- 
donia, compluined, that the eloquence of 
Demosthenes was a greater obstacle to 
his conquest of Greece, than all the fleets 
and armies they could send against him; 
for it was he that inspired them with a cour- 
age which rendered them invincible: and 
that if the Grecians would always be gov- 
erned by his prudence and animated by hii 
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eloquence, he ^hould should never be able 
to conquer them. Now to attsin any par- 
ticular object, which of you would perse- 
vere as patiently against such diihcuUies in 
your way, aa Demosihenes did: 

if. /dare not promise; yet I will try 
to remeniher hia example. 

Mr» H. And which of all these great 
men do you admire moslf 

H. I suppose Socrates or Plato would 
stand first; but somehow I liked that Aris- 
tophanes, the poet, who made such fun of 
the generals and magistrates in his plays. 

J. Ah, but he helped to get Socrates 
condemned for a crime of which he was not 
guilty. 

H. I know he did; and that was bad 
enough, hut they all had something to spoil 
them. When they knew so much, how 
could they all be so foolish aa to worship 
those heathen gods? It is strange they did 
not know better. 

Mrt H. No doubt they did in many ca- 
ses; and they might all of theinhave known 
belter, if they had used Iheir reason upon 
that subject, as well as ihey used it upon 
others, but having so much evidence of 
the existence of the one God, and yet not 
worshipping him as God, he gave them Over 
to hardnesB of heart and blindness of mind, 
to follow their own path to ruin. 
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H. Now, mama, if you i^ease, I should 
like to hear sumethiDg about their ciiit;^, 
whether spiendid or not. 

Mr» H. Yes, many of them were adorn- 
ed with temples and dweltiogs, and statues 
of the most exquisite workmanship. The 
greatest exnense was lavished upon ttieir 
theatres. '1 hey were rows of seats, arrang- 
ed one above another upon thu side ofa hill 
which was so shaped as to form a curve; bo 
that the spectators could look over lh« 
heads of those next before them, down up* 
on (he stage in front, when the pla/ was 
performed. Snme of these theatre w uld 
eedt fiiiy thousand persons. They were 
open to the air, except that they had cloth 
stretched from side to side to shield them from 
the heat of the sun, and there were porticos 
built around ibe sides, into which the peo- 
ple could retire, if the weather became un- 
pleasant. These theatres were ornamented 
with statues, which were made hollow, and 
filled with perfumed water, which found ita 
way very slowly through small pores in the 
Btalue, Ibat the water might perfume the 
place, and at the Bamc lime evaporate, and 
cool the air. A vast deal of expense was 
thrown away upon these buildings and the 
performances in them. A Spartan once ob- 
served of them, ' that amusements ought to. 
be amusements only, and not burdeoMina 
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expenses to the state, costing them more 
than all the rest of Iheir government.' 
These entertainments of plays and games, 
and shows; of combats, and races, both with 
chariots and on foot, became fashionable 
throughout all Greece; and at last the peo- 
ple became so charmed with them that they 
cared for nothing else, and let their aSkira 
go to ruin while they were at play; and 
thus Greece sunk, from one of the most 
powerful governments, to a weak, divided, 
and subdued country. 

F. Games and combats, mama;, what are 
they? 

Mra B. Two or more persons fought on 
the stage of (he theatre, for the amusement 
of the audience — sometimes hy wrestling 
with each other, sometimes by boxing. 
When they wreslled, they usually were with- 
out clothes, and had their skins oiled, sq 
that their antagonists could hardly hold them. 
Id their boxing matches, they often exhib- 
it the most shocking spectacles of cruelty 
in giving pain, and the most ohstinate 
courage, or rather wilfulness in endi^ring 
it, that one can conceive. The combatant 
that came off victorious, or fought till he 
died, was celebrated in songs, and crown- 
ed with a wreath of laurel, while he who 
uked for mercy, even under the most ex- 
eruci&tiBg tortures, was shunned U a cow- 
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■rd, who was not fit to nssocinte with Aths- 

F. Th«n, mama, with all the wisdom of 
this people, I must call them barbarous; 
but 1 think you have told ua that all nations 
who have uot the light of revelation, are 
more or legs barbarous. 

Mra H. That is true, my dear. ]t is 
ofteti pretended, tbat the moralitj' and reti> 
gion of these Pagans, was as good for the 
world as the religion of the Bible. But we 
shall find that the religion of the healheo 
nations consisted entirelj in sacrifices to 
imaginary deities, feasts and shows^ and 
games and races, held in their honor, and 
coBsulting them by oracles, and birds, and 
heasts, and signs; while there is nothing 
which, like the bible, inculcates purity of 
heart, benevolence towards all our fellow 
beings, and supreme love to Godj nothing 
which shows sin to be the source of all 
«*il, or makes known a way of salvation 
from its power or consequences, through 
the atonement of the one allsufBcient Sa- 
crifice. And we shall see constant reason 
as we proceed, to be thankful to our heav- 
enly Father :.hat our ' habitations have fallen 
to us in pleasant places.' Should you like, 
to hear a little about their inBtrum«ntt of 
warfaro in the early times? 

B. Did you iMtteilnBthat»tli«bBrt<n7 
of the Persians, mama? 
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Mr» H. I told you about tba arms they 
wore on their persons. But kuowing noth- 
ing of powder and cannon, they had various 
waya of conquering walled cities, which I 
think will be interesting to you to learn. 
They had an instrument which they called 
a battering-ram. This was a very heavy 
Stick oftimber, with an iron head; and it 
was slung on a rrame. So that it could be 
drawn back and then thrown forward with 

Sreat force against the walls, to break them 
own. Then they had the catapulte: this 
was a great stone, or rather a rock, which 
was used in the same way with the battering- 
ram. They made also wooden towers, high- 
er than the walb, and constructed so that 
they could move them Dearer to the walla 
or further off, as they pleased. The soldier* 
first went upon the top of these towers, and 
with their darts or arrows, drove the inhab- 
itants firom the tops of the walls; then they 
let down a bridge made for the purpose, from 
the tower to the wall, and thus entered th4 
city, goins down the staira upon the inside, 
and also aiacharging their arrows upon the 
inhabitants from the tops of the walls. Somo- 
times tbey undermined tbe walls; that ia, 
dug under them, and then tilled the cavity 
with combustibles, and then set them on fire. 
This intense heat caused the ston«s pf the 
walls to crumble and fall in, an4 thus «paB«4 
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■ a way for the soldiers to enter the city. At 
other times they dug down outside of the 
walls, and then under tht; city, and came up 
in themidst of the inhabitants; and, covered 
as they were with their cuirasses, or plates 
of brass, they were almost irresistible and 
unronquerable. 

H. Now, mama, shall we go to the Per- 
sian aoninP for you said they were coining to 
put all Greece into confusion. 

F. I should like to ask first, whether all 
these great men lived before, or after the 
Peraiaa invasion. The greater part Jived 
before it. Of these were Lycurgua, and 
Homer, and Hesiod, and Archilochua, 
Thales, Solon, Pythagoras, Simonides, Bi- 
as, Periander, Anacharsis, jEsop, and the 
, lady Sappho. Esehylua, Sophocles and 
Euripides, lived about the tirTie of the iava- 
oion ; and Socrates, Plato, Xenophon, Aris- 
totle, Aristophanes and Demoathenes, some- 
what later; but Greece never produced ao 
many great men atler they became embroil- 
ed with the Peraions, as before; their 
thoughts were upon war, and not upon 
learning; but what of celebrity they lost in 
the decline of learning, they gained in the 
glory of war and conquest. 

J. And a poor exchange they made. 

Mrt B. You will find however, that 
ther* i« much to admire, in their dflvolion 
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to liberty and there country. Now after 
jour \oag visit to Ureece, can you recollect, 
Fanny, in what condition we left the Per- 

F. I thiak I can, mama. Darius has 
been unfortunate in hia Scythian expedition, 
but has conquered India, and is now mak- 
ing great preparations to invade Greece. 

MrsH. Yes. 

H. And the Spartans are living under 
the laws of Lycurgua, wifh two kings or 
presidents, and n senate and Athens has 
lust been delivered from the tyranny of 
Hippies, one of the descendants of Pisis- 
tratus, who took the government in Solon's 
time; and Hippias has fled to Antaphernes, 
the goTernor of Sardis. And as for £gypt, 
that is under the Persians. 

Mrs H. Very well indeed my ''on; and 
we are now come to the year 3500, or 500 
years before Christ. You recollect I told 
you, a few small afTairs caused a long war 
between the Persians and Grecians; we 
will now attend to those small afTairs. 
The populace of Naxos, a Grecian island 
in the Archipelago rose against the nobility, 
and forced them to Sy from the inland. 
They fled to Aristagoras, the Persian gov- 
ernor of Miletus, and begged for assistance 
to regain ^leir possessions. Aristsgoros 
thought this would he a flne opportunity to 



s^dj-Googlc 



SOB jnTERILB KOLLIK. 

get poseeBBion of the island for Dartus, aod 
iQ this way open a road for him into Greece. 
He therefore weiit to Arlaphernes, the 
brother of Darius, and Peisian governor 
ofSatdis. He was pleased with the plan 
too, and Hippias urged it on, and Ihe^ seat 
to Dariua for liberty to go, and troops to 
conquer the island. Darius was dalighled 
with the opportunity, and gave them twice 
the number of troops they asked for. Aris- 
tagoras was appointed general, and Mega- 
bysus under him; but Megabyaus was a Per- 
sian, and was not willing to ser?e under an 
Ionian, and he contrived to ruin the expcdi' 
tion, by letting the Na^iians know what was 
going on; and they prepared so well for 
their defence, that after a four month's siege 
the Persians were obliged ro leave them, 
having consumed all their own provteions 
in the fruitless enterprize. As Arintagoraa 
was principal commander, the failure was 
laid to him; and when he saw his credit was 
ruined at the court of Persia, he delermined 
to make one bold effort, which was no less 
than to revolt from Darius, and set up for 
himself. 

F. Mother! But Darius had half tho 
world at his command, and how could Ibe 
commander of a small province expect to 
to succeed against him? 

Mn H. It was a daring enterprise; 
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but he easily engaged his countrymen, the 
lonians, in it, and he had a supporter in the 
very court ilBclf. This was Hetiry'a old 
friend HyEtsius, (he hero of the broken 
bridge. Darius saw him to be so popular 
in Ionia, that he took him with him to 
Susa, under pretence of desiring his coun- 
cil and advice, and to reward him for his 
services, but really, to keep him from do- 
ing him mischief. Arialagoraa went to 
S,>arta, to engage them in his cause; Cleo- 
menes the king wanted three days time to 
coi^sider the proposal, which waa to go 
and attack Darius in his capital. At. the 
end of the time, Cleomenea asked Arista- 
goraa how far it was to Susa ? ' About 
three months journey,' was Ihe answer. 
Astonished at Ihe proposal, he ordered Aris- 
tagoras to leave the city before sunset. 
He however continued his entreaties, and 
followed him home; when the little daugh- 
ter of Gleomcnes saw him urging her fath- 
er to do something which he knew to be 
wrong, she begged him to ' fly from the 
stranger, lest he should corrupt him.' Cle- 
omcnes laughed at the earnestness of his 
child, hut complied with her entreaties, and 
Aristagoras went to Athens. Here he met 
with better success, for the Athenians were 
Tery much oifended with Artaphernes, be- 
cause he had ordered them to recal Hippias, 
18* 
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and tbey were willing to ageist Aristagoraa 
in goins against him, and his brother, tfae 
king. So the-.y gave bim a fleet of twetitj 
ships, and with this and what other forces 
he could raise, he sailed to Ephesus; and 
from thence marched to Sardia, whicb he 
look and burnt, except the citadel, into 
which Artaphenes retired with hia garison. 
But fearing to stay where they were sur- 
rounded with enemies, they returned in haste 
to £phesus. The Persians and Lydians 
arrived there before them, and opposed their 
embarkation so sharply that they lost many 
of their men. The Athenians at last got 
on board their ships, and sailed home, and 
would never more do any thing to help 
Aristagoras. But their late repentance did 
not satisfy Darius for the asststance tbej 
had given him. 

HT I dare say he thought he had reason 
enoi^h now to go against Greece. 

Mrg H. So much so that he employed 



an officer to say to him every night at sup> 
per, ' Sir, remember the Aihenians.' At 
first, he suspected Hystsins had a hand in 
tfae revolt; buthe convinced him that hia 
presence only would quell the insurrection; 
and Darius, deceived bv bis fair promisea, 
let him return home. As soon as ne enters 
ed Ionia he joined the rebels, who were now 
in want of a leader firom the daath of Aria- 



.. Google 



JUVBNILK SOLLIK. SI 1 

tagoraa. He first tried to engage aom« 
Persians at Sardis in the revolt, but being 
discovered by Artaphernes be fled to Chios; 
there he was again unauccessful, and also 
at Miletus. But when asked why he insti- 
gated Aristagoraa to revolt, and thus bring 
«)e lonians into so much trouble, he replied 
be found that the king was intending to 
remove the lonians to Phenicia, and the 
Phenicians to Ionia. This was false; but 
it answered his purpose, for the lonians re- 
solved to hold out against Darius to the last, 
and he was finally obliged to send a large 
force which reduced them to a worse slave- 
ry than they were in before; for the most 
beautiful of their young men and women 
were sent to Persia as slaves, their fleet 
were destroyed, and HjrsteJus taken and 
put to de^. Thus ended this revolt. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 

Mrs Harison was called away, juat as she 
WB) about to close the last lesson, and .t 
therefore ended somewhat abruptly ; but she 
afterwards found time to give Henry and 
Frances a lesson, which, she observed, she 
would preface with a few explanatory re- 
marks. But when lesson time came, she 
was ABoin interrupted, and in the evening 
little Helen seemed to have the fidgets, for 
she would neither go to sleep or keep awake, 
and everything went against any recitation 
that night. But Jane wanted to hear more 
about Darius, and Henry did not like to be 
hindered a whole day; and he wished jl was 
not against mama's principles to give a baby 
a drop of laudanum, to make it sleep when 
it was convenient ; and even Frances seemed 
rather lost and waiting for something. At 
last, Mr Harrison was notified of the diffi- 
culty, and he very cheerfully laid by his own 
book and took up the affair, by ascertaining 
where in the history they were, and how 
much of the general subject of it they under- 
stood. ' Now is not mama a pretty good in- 



s^dj-Googlc 



JrvBITILE ROLLin. 313 

■tructer?' aaked Jane aa sha twisted her 
fingers in her father's hair, trying, she ^aid, 
'to make it stay up good, and look like a. . 
young gentleman.' ' Manfa a pretty good 
instructer?' repHedher food faiher. 'Cer- 
tainly, mama, is "pretty," and "good," 
at anything.' Oh, you will always twist 
everything I say, and then laugh at me; hut 
I shall laugh back again; for it is you, papa, 
that say the queer thinga.' ' Well, I'll say 
another queer thing then; and that is, I sup- 
pose you meant to ask, ' are not we pretty 
good scholars?' 

' When papa and Jane get into a frolic, 
they help a lesson along, about as fast as 
Helen does,' said Henry, looking some- 
what discouraged. ' I will attend toyou, my 
son, end assure you I am not " in a frolic," 
when I say I do think you have done ex- 
tremely well in your history. But now for 
king Darius, continued Mr Harrison. He 
raised a Idrge force both by sea and land, 
and committed it to the care of Mardonius, 
ayoung relative of his, with orders to invade 
Greece, Many cities in Thrace submitted 
to him at first, out of fear; but his fleet, in 
passing around mount Athos, met with a 
hurricane, and 300 ships and 30,000 men 
perished in the sea. 

F, How very poor their ships must have 
been, to be so easily destroyed. 
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Mr H. They knew aext to nothing in 
those days, of the arts of ship building and 
navigation, and nothing at all of the tnaguet- 
ic needle, whichsailoranowuse, and there- 
fore they dared not sail out of sight of land. 
Thia made sailing very dangerous, for the 
vessels were close together and so near the 
land, that they were easily blown against the 
shore and dashed on the rocks. 

J. But what became of Mardonlus, after 
bis ships were destroyed? 

Mr H. He encamped with his land army 
in a very insecure place, and the rbactaas 
attacked him, and killed great numbersof his 
men, wounded him, and obliged him to fly 
back to Asia with the mere remnant of his 
army. 

/, And so ended this great Persian iura 
sion. 

H. Oh, no, Jane. You are in toogreat 
a hurry. Darius will only learn better how to 
manage the next time. 

F. If I did not find these kings andlung- 
doms so deleimined to be always at war, I 
should expect the Persians would be willing 
to stay at home. 

Mr H. Henry is right, however. Da- 
rius found he had committed his army to an 
inexperienced young man. He, therefore, 
recalled him, and gave the command to Da- 
tia, a Aledian, and Artaphernes, son to hla 
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brother ofthe same name. But the mea- 
sure he first Iried, was to eend heralds into 
all parts of Greece, to demand earth and wa- 
ter, the Persian token of submission. Many 
cities, terrified at the great power of Darius, 
submitted at once; but Sparta and Athena 
threw their heralds, the one into a well and 
the other into a ditch, telling them to ge^ 
their earth and water there. 

H. That was just good enough for 

Mr M. But jou forget, mj son, that 
they were the ambaaaadors of a prince, and 
it was not very manly, or even civil, to treat 
them in- this way. 

H. I know it, papa, but I cannot help 
liking it, it was bo comical and so epirit- 

F. Who had the Athenians for their lead- 
ing men then P 

jtfr H. Miltiades, Aristides, and Tbo- 
mistocles. Cleoraenes and Demsratus were 
at the head of affairs in Sparta. Darius 
sent his second army with orders to burn 
£retria and Athens (because they had assist- 
ed Ariatagoras with vessels,) and send all the 
inhabitants prisoners to Persia: and so sure 
was he of victory that he provided them with 
ftgrtat number of chains and fetters to bind 
them. With a fleet of 600 shipi and an ar- 
- my of 60,000 men, he conquered thepTiiv< 
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cipa) islands in the ^gean S«a, reduced 
£retria to ashes, and sent the lohabitaQts in 
chains to Persia. 

/. Oh, pool people! Did Dariuakill them 
all , when they got there ? 
* *Mr H. Oh, no, Jane; he treated them 
very kindly, and gave them a village, near 
faia capital, where some of their desceodaots 
were found 600 years afterwards. 

H. And now for Athene ; 1 am afraid the 
Persians will burn that loo. 

Jfr H. Thej; let the Athenians know 
their successes, in hopes of frighteDiog- tbem 
into submission; but they were not to Los« 
their liberty so easily. 'They sent to other 
cities for assistance, but two only dared to 
help them. Platea sent them 1000 soldiers, 
and Sparta proposed to send them a large 
force as soon as the moon was full; for they 
had a superstitious notion that no enterprise 
would succeed which was commenced at 
any other ti^e; and it now wanted a number 
of days to the ' full.' 

H. How provoking! when the Athemanp 
were in such pressing need of help. 

Mr H. In this extremity they were obli^ 
ed to arm their slaves. The army consisted 
of only 10,000 men, whilethe Persianshad 
100,000footand lO.OOOhorse. The Greeli» 
^ere coniaiaaded by ten generals, who wer* 
^f|ch to tak^ their turn for a day : but Ajiati- 
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iea, considering that this would make con- 
fuBion, voluntarily resigned his share to 
Miltiadea. The others tbilowed his exam- 
ple, relinquishing their private honors to 
the public good. Miltiades bad before per- 
■uaded them, that, few as they were, they 
had better go out and attack the enemy than 
let them come and besiege the city. Ha 
therefore drew up his army at a place called 
Marathon, about forty miles from Athens, at 
the foot of a hill where he could not be suT- 
rounded; and cut down a great many trees 
on each aide of his position, that they might 
lie in the way, ifthe Persian cavalry should 
attempt to attack him in Aiuik. He did not 
wait till the enemy came up to themj but the 
moment the signal was given, hia army ra» 
with all fury against the Persians. The con- 
test was obstinate, but at last the Atheni- 
ans gained the victory, and the Persians fled 
towards their ships. The Athenians pursu- 
ed them so closely, that they burnt many of 
their veaaels before they could get into them, 
and drove multitudes from the shore into the 
aea. Those who escaped, sailed for Athena, 
hoping to get there before the soldiers could 
arrive to defend it. They were mistaken, 
however, for the conquerors arrived there 
before them, and were prepared tbr a d»> 
fenoe. 
H. Wdl, mother, I think this goM b«- 
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yond anythiDg that Cyrus did. If this is a 
specimen of Grecian bravery, I believe they 
will answer your description. 

Mr tl. I presume your mother has not 
exaggerated the account of this great na- 
tion. ' The battle of Maraih.m' haa been 
the pride of Greece and the admiration of 
the world to this day- The Persians had 
been so sure of victory, that they brought 
marble to Marathon to erect a monument 
in honor of thier victory ; but it was taken 
and used for the same purpose by the 
Greeks. It was cut by the celebrated sculp- 
tor Phidias, into a statue of the goddess 
Kemesia, whose temple was near that place ; 
BO careful, were the Greeks to ascribe all 
their successes to the gods. The Persian 
camp was found full of silver and gold, and 
beautifulgarmenlB, and rich furniture, which 
were distributed peaceably and equitably, 
under the direction of Arisiidea. 'I he 
Greeks lost only 200 men, while the Per- 
siana lefl 6000 dead on the field, besides 
those who were drowned, or hurnt with the 
' ships, 

H. I am thinking about those supersti- 
tious Spartans; did tbey get there in sea- 
son to help the Greeks, or have any of the 
things that were found in the camp^ 

Mr H. They arrived the next day after 
the battle in season to tee the riohes of the 
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Persian camp, before i( waa divided, but 
not to share in it. 

J. I should think the people, in the city, 
would be rejoiced when thcv saw their ar- 
ray coming back victorious. 

Mr H. No douht, they were; but I hey 
had heard the good news before the army 
arrived. As soon as the Persians fled I'rom 
Maralhon, aaoldier ran with all his strength 
to Athena, saying as he came to the door 
of the magistrates house ' Rejoice, rejoice, 
the victory is ours!' and immediately eipir- 
ed. The greatest honors were puid to 
tht memory o( those who were killed in bat- 
tle. To reward the generals, they had a 
bfautiful painting done by one ofthe finest 
artists of Greece, in which they were all 
represented, with Miltiadi:s at their head, 
exhorting them and the soldiers to courage, 
and obedinnce '" their commnndera. i> il- 
tiades allerwards asked for a fleet to go and 
sulidue those Gr ^cian isl tnds that had aub- 
niited to the Persians. It was granted to 
him, and ho had partly accomplished the 
work, when he heard that 'he Persian fleet 
had gone again towards G eece, and he im- 
mei'ialely returned ii: def od his country. 
But Themislocles wac jeal <us of the glory 
he I ad_ acquired, and he resolved to; have 
him removed out of the wiV, thai he might 
enjoy the supreme command. To effect hia 
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ottject, h« accoMd him of retarning out of 
favor to the Persiaas, and because he had 
beea hired by Dariua to leave the other 
islands under his control; whereas nothing 
could be farther from the character of Mil- 
tiades than such treason as this. 

F. Well, of course' the Athenians would 
not believe him. 

Mr H. They did believe him, however, 
for he possessed a flow of eloquence that 
bore down all opposition. Miltiades wfts 
condemned to death, but the judges altered 
bis sentence to a fine which he was unable 
to pay, and he was thrown into prisoQ, 
where he died of m wound, which he re- 
ceived in conquering one of the islande. 
Aristidcs, only, now stood in the way of 
Themiatocles, and the eloquence, which 
had prevailed agaiost Mitliades, was now 
nsed with the same effect against the man, 
who of all others deserved tbe highest grati- 
tude of the people of Athens. Arittides 
was banished from the city. 

H. What an ungrateful peoplel hut I 
do hope ihey will need him, and be obliged 
to call him back. 

Mr H. You are more willing tbey 
should be humbled for thetr injustice than 
he was; for he said, when he was leaving the 
city, that he hoped no calamity might be- 
CMioD his country to need hia serrices. 
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His wish, Doble and generous as it mm, 
was not gratified, however, as we shall see 
b;' and bye, 

F. But it appears so strange, that a 
people, of BO much sense as the Athenians 
vere, should banish Aristides without any 
cause; I can hardly comprehend it. 

Mr H. Perhaps the reason given by a 
poor man at that time, was as good a reason 
as many of ihem had for doing it. This man 
ceuld not write, and did not know Aristi- 
des, and when the vote was to be given, he 
applied to Aristides himself, to write his 
name on the shell, which was used upon 
snob occasions. ' Has Aristides done you 
any wrong, that you wish me to write his 
name inthis'way?' asked the accused man. 
' No,' replied the peasant, ' I do not so 
much as know him, but I am tired and angry 
Bt hearing every body call him, the jutt.' 
Aristides calmly took the shell and wrote 
hi* own name upon it, and returned it to ita 
owner who was using it for so shameful a 
leason. 

F. But, papa, you will spoil the Gre- 
cians for me, notwithstanding they are so 
wonderfully skilful and brave. 

Mr H. You must remember, however, 

that they were but just delivered from the 

tyranny of Hippias, one of the Pisistratidte, 

and tbey were afraid of every one who gained 

19» 
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in my my tlw conficlenae of tbe people or 
tfa« army. 

H. lint Darius, papa, I had almost for- 
gotten him. Wai be not enraged at his 
second defeat? 

J. Discouraged, I hope. 

Mr U. Not discouraged, by any means. 
He lent to alt his subjects to arm tfaem- 
sefves to follow him, to revenge both the 
burning of Sardia and the defeat of Mara- 
thon. Afler three years preparation he wws 
ready to go. But, it was contrary to tha 
laws of Persia, for a king to go into a bat- 
tle until be bad named a successor to the 
orown, in case of bis death. There were 
two sons of Darius who claimed this honor. 
Artabazanos, was the oldest smi, but was 
born before bis father was a king. 3^er- 
xes was the first born of Dsrius the kiitg, 
and his mother was Alossa the dangfater of 
Cyrus. These considerations decided the 
question in favor of Xerxes. While tlw ccwa 
was undecided, the brotberi treated enoli 
other with all possible kindness, and Artaba^ 
xanes cuitinued deroted to the interests of 
Xerxes, and died fighting bravely for hioa in 
battle. This is a fine example to those 
fainilies, who contood with each other abeut 
the most trifling pieces of property. 

H. I de not intend te hurry you, ^wa, 
llirt I en mxioni to bear iriumer Pmiw 
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fucoeedfld any bettor ain(«|[ tha GrMitna, 
than his generda had doae. 

Mr H. Darius died just as ha wu rss* 
iy to marcli. 

J. Why Henry, you look es iffou w«re 
perlectlf astonished. 

H. I am, and I cannot think what to 
ask n«xt. It seems as if the historj wM 
broken in tvo, and / do not know how to 
join it together again; do ^ou, papa? 

Mr H. O yes. Xeries peaceably 
took possession of his fatherls throne, and 
his place in the army. He continued to 
the Jews all those privileges which his 
father had granted them, and particularly 
the supplies for the temple. A. rebellion 
broke out in Egypt, just before his father's 
death, which he successfully, subdued, and 
then turned his thoughts towards Greece. 

Mrs Harrison here interrupted her hus- 
band, by saying she intended the children 
should team that part of the history and r«- 
ftfeit; she wished, therefore, that Henry 
and Frances would take their books the 
next morning, and be prepared to tell the 
story of the expedition of Xerxes into 
Greece, when she next should have leisure 
to hear them. This did not occur till the 
next week. In the mean time, as in all 
other families, many little occurrences 
took place, out of which, a Miai Mitford, if 
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■he h«d been ther«, might have made an 
amusing story. But uniuckilj for our en- 
tertainment, Miaa Mitford, as usual, was 
across the ' great vraters; ' and we must be 
eonteDte<r to do without them; and will 
therefore try to find something of more ihh 
portanoe, if not as much amusement, in 
the history of Xerxes. It so happened, 
that no one but Henry found it convenieot 
to study the lesson, and he therefoie must 
be chief speaker. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

PERSIANS AND GRECIANS. 

' No, no, Helen; brother cannot let He- 
len have this gre*l book; mama muat take 
it, and hear us recite.' But mias Helen, 
DotwithBtanding she had all the wisdom, 
which a child of eisht months could be ex- 
pected to possess, aid not at this time think 
fit to understand Henri's refusal, or big 
reasons for it; and, one more spring at it, 
and we should have the sorrowful tale to tell 
that she had been so very disobedient as to 
tear a book; but just at that moment, mama 
interfered, and when papa or mama look 
away a book or a plaything, young as Helen 
was she had learned that it did no good to 
cry for it ; bo she immediately turned her at- 
tention to something else, and his mother 
requested him to proceed in his lesson. 

M. Befot'e Xerxes set out on this expe- 
dition, he went through the ceremony of 
asking the advice of the lords of his court; 
but he first shut all their mouths by giving 
his own opinion in favor of going, and none 
of them dared to object, except bis uncla 
Artabanea. 
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Jfn H. Thii wu (he BBine man who 
advised DariuB not to go agaiDst the Scytlii- 
ans. 

3. I nhould (hink, then, that Xerzes^would 
hear to him. 

B. No, Jane, he was very angry with 
him, Bod told hira he would go himself and 
leave bim at home, with the ladies, where 
only he waa fit to he. But the next day he 
asked pardon for his disgraceful conduct and 
told his uncle, he was of his opinion that he 
bad better not go; yet he said he had had a 
dreatn, that night, io which, a man appeared 
to him, and encouraged him to uudertake 
the enterprise. The next day, he said he 
had had the same dream again, and that the 
same person appeared to him, and threaten- 
ed him severely, if he did not go; and he 
wished hia uncle would sleep in hi^ bed the 
next night, and see whether it would ap- 
pear to him. Artabanes consented, and had 
the same dream, and saw the same person, 
who, BO completely frightened bim out of 
bis former wise opinion, thnt he was as for- 
Tard as any one to encouiageXersestoset 
out for Greece, 

F. But, mother, do you really suppose 
they saw anything more than usual. 

Mn H. Tbesloryitselfisver^ doubtful; 
yet as he was so anxious to go, it would be 
singular if he did noJ dream about it. And 
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for the man, I should uot wonder if it was 
Mardoaiua himself; for he had been deter- 
milled upin avenging himself upon the 
Greeks ever since his former defeat by the 
Thracians, and the hurricane. 

J. But, did he really go, because he 
dreamed he must? 

H. V/hy, he went: but I suppose he 
was determined to go, before he had his 
convenient dream. He made an engage- 
ment with the Carthagenians, that, while he 
kept the Grecians busy at home, ihey should 
prevent them from receiving any assistance 
from their colonies in Sicily, by attacking 
them. 

Mra H. We shall find the account of this 
affair, when we come to the history of Car- 
thage. I will only mention here, thai they 
not only raised all the men they could at 
home, but with the money which Xerxes 
furnished they hired troops from France, 
Spain, and Italy. So here you see all the 
world against Greece. But proceed, Hen- 
'7- 

H. The first story, I suppose, will con- 
vict Xerzes, in Fanny's opinion, of being a 
fiAl 01 a madman; and in mine, of being a 
funny fellow. To save the risk and trouble 
of taking his vessels around the promontory 
of mount AtboB, where the former fleet itas 
destroyed, he ordered his soldiers to out it 
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cbanAel fi» them throngb the peninsula, 
Tbich was about a mile and a balf broad; 
naA he wrote a lettisr to the mountain id tbis 

Sle; 'Atbos! thou proud mountaia! I 
^ise thee not to be ao audacious, as to put 
rocks and stones, that cannot be cut in the 
wajf of niy workmen. If tbou dost I abail 
cut thee down and throw thee headlong into 
the sea.' - Now, Fannj, wasnot lbatacoi» 
ical letter P 

F. I canuothelplaugbingat it, to be sure; 
but you will acknowledge it was very cbildisb 
and unbecoming ibr any man, and especial!]' 
fi>r a king. 

H. Ob, 1 know that; but you ^Iwa/S 
look at everything so gravely, and Jane la 
always so frightened for fear of war, that 
there ia nobody but myself to make fun. for 

Jon all; and for my part, I am very glad to 
ave BO good an assistant in the business as 

Mri H. You are generally sufficient to 
do the whole that is really necessary, in that 

Sart of the business, without the help of 
kerxea. 
J7. Why, now, mother, 1 am sure I 
am generally very sober for me, when%B 

Mn H, Yes, for tfou, but suppose 
you go on, and leU us how XarzM gMt 
aloaC- 
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H. With all my heart, mama, and tongue 
too. When he arrived at a place, upon the 
seashore, where hia sea and land forces 
were very near together, he had a throne 
erected for him on a hill, where he could see 
them all at once. When he first looked 
upon the water, covered with hie ships, and 
the land, with his soldiers, he was filled 
with joy and admiration ; but upon second 
thoughts he remembered, that in 1 00 years 
not one, among that multitude, would be 
living, he could not refrain from weeping. 
Artabanes took that opportunity, to give 
him good advice, and he still urged his fears 
about their success; for, as he ubserved, 
the country could not sustain such an im- 
mense number of troopa, and no harbor was 
sufficient to hold so many ships. 

F. But I thought he threatened to leare 
hia uncle behind. 

H. He did say so, but he altered his 
mind and took him with him. But, now, he 
sent him back and gave him full authority to 
govern at Susa in his absence. He next 
caused a bridge of boats to be built across 
the Hellespont; but a storm tore it away be- 
fore his army was ready to cross upon it. 
At this, he was so otigrtf that to^punish the 
sea he threw two chains,into it and comman- 
ded his men to give it SOO lashes with a whip, 
and to scold it as he had done to mount 
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Athos : and worse than all, he cut off the 
heads of those men who had the direction of 
the work, because they had not made tfae 
bridge stronger. He then set about building 
one which should be proof against ' wind and 
weather,' as sailors say. 

J. But 1 should like to know how abridge 
of boats can be built so as not to be washed 

Mr» H. They fastened together boats 
enough to reach acroaa the stream; some- 
times there were several rows of them, fas- 
tened together each way: and then they cov- 
ered the wlioJc over with logs or boards. 

H. But tliis second bridge, which Xer- 
xes built could not be called a boal-brydgt, 
for it was a ihip-brid^e. 

J. What, built of ships? 

H. Yes, made of more than 600 large 
ships placed in rows, and fastened together 
with immensely heavy chains and cables, 
then it was covered over with flat boats and 
then with earth, and then a railing was built 
on each side to keep the animals from running 
off. 

F. What an immense expense, and how 
much labor! 

Mrs H. Xerses did not feel the expense, 
as be did not have to pay his soldiers any 
the more for doing that than if they bad been 
lying still; and he did not care how much 
trouble it cost them. 
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H. And wheD ytrn hear how many men 
be had you will aee that they could do it in a 
litile iime. 

J. They had lost ao many men in Greece, 
before that, I should thuik they could not 
have a very great army now. 

H. Herodotus, a Greek historian, who 
lived at the very lime, says, that, of the 
land and eea forces, and all who accompani- 
ed them, there were more than^re mtliionj 
of person*. And the Greeks recorded it on 
a monument, that they fotigltl with three 
millions. 

J. Well, then they swept away all the 
cities of Greece, and there is no such thing 
as helping them; we may as well give them 
up for lost, 

H. Wait, Jenny, wait child: you don't 
know yet: have you forgotten the battle of 
Marathoji ? 

J. No, but I am distressed about the poor 
Greeks. 

H. Yes, and you are always distressed 
about somebody; but I will tell you some- 
tbing that will cheer you up a little, only it 
happens to be on the wrong side of the story, 
Xerxes had in his army a lady-commander; 
her name was Artemisa. She was Queed 
of Halicarnassus. She brought only 5 ships, 
hut they were belter than any others in the 
fleet except those of the Sidoniaiu; and she 
wasthe best managerin the whole fleet, and 
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gave Xersea better advice about hia afiaira, 
than any of his generals. 

F. Will you tell ua,l Henry, whether 
Xerxes was one of those remarkable char- 
actera, who" feel above receiving advice &om 
a lady? 

H. Yes, Fanny, exactly one of those 
characters: he treated her polUely, but 
chose to manage hia own affairs, in his 
own way, and Bu9ered,the consequences. 

F. Did every body on the way aubmit to 

H. Every city and prince, ia Thrace, 
submitted to him except one, the king of the 
Bisaltes: he would not submit and could 
not oppose him; so he retired to the top of a 
mountain, and forbid all his six sons from 
helping the Peraiana. But they disobeyed 
him, and when they returned home he con- 
demned (hem to have their eyes put out. 

Jtfrs H.^ Can you recollect, wha( the 
Greeks were doing all this time? 

H. They were not idle, I assure you, 
mema. They received every year a certain 
quantity of gold and silver, from their mines 
which was distributed among them, but 
Themistocles persuaded them now to spend 
it in building ships: and before Xerxes 
came they had made 200; and they were 
put under the^command of Euribiades, a 
Spartan. 

J. Then the Spartans concluded to help 
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them this time. I hope the moon will take 
cue to full at the proper season, bo that Ihej 
need not have to wait for it, 

H. The Spartans were almost the only 
people, who did help them. Seyeral kings 
and cities to whom they applied, offered 
their assistance, if they would let them lake 
the command; ifnot, they would do noth- 
ing about it. To this condition, the Spar- 
tans and Athenians would not agree, and 
finally nobody but the Corcyrans, the Thes- 
pians and tb<i PlatcGans united with them. 

Mrt H. Do you recollect, certainly, 
whetherthe Corcyrans came to help them? 

H. Ah, I recollect now. They set sail 
from their island with a number of ships, 
but when they got part of the way, they 
sent word they were detained by storms and 



:ould get t 
J. And 



Lnd the storm was to last always, I 
guess; or at least, as long as the Corcy- 
rans were afraid of the Persians; a fine ex- 

If, You have guess'd right Jane, for it 
-was only an excuse that they might keep 
«ut of the way till after the battle, and then 
declare for the conqueror. 

F. But bow selfish they all were, when 
Xerxes was coming against them all, as 
veil as against Athens. 

S. One thing, about the ^.theniani, 
20" 



s^d J, Google 



334 

you will like. They called home all the citi- 
zens whom they had banished, so that 
AriaHdes was pardoned, you see. 

F. How did ThemiaiocleB feel about it ? 

H. He was as glad to see him as any 
one; for now, that their country was in 
danger, they laid aside all their personal 
feelings, and united their efforts to save it. 

F. That waa a noble feeling! 

Mr» H. And characteristic of the Gte- 

H. Well; the next thing to be consider- 
ed was, where they should meet the Per- 
sians. The people of Thessaly, in the 
north of Greece, wished to have the intrud- 
ers kept out of their country, and the Athe- 
nians sent 10,000 men under the command 
of Leooidas, one of the two kings of Spar- 
ta, to protect them: but the king of Mace- 
donia told them, they would cerlaialy be 
overpowered by the immense number of (be 
Persians, and they thought it best to retire 
towards Athens. They returned as far as 
Thermopyl(e,'and the Thessalians submitted 
to Xerxes. The place called ' the Straits 
of Thermopylte,' is a passage between two 
mountains, only twenty-five feet wide, and 
was the only road by which the land army 
of Xerxes could pass into Greece. Here 
the Spartan leader took his post. 

J. What a narrow place to light in! why 
did they not go where they had more room } 
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Mh H. This was the very place for 
them; for they were so few in number, the 
Persian army could have surrounded them 
at once; but here, they could not do that, 
or have but few ot tlieir men to fight at 
once; and the Greeks could st&od a fair 
chance. Xerxes was surprised when he 
found they were intending to defend this 
passage, for he thought they would fly the 
moment they saw him coming. 

J. Did the Greeks know how many men 
he had? 

H. Yes. They had sent some spies to 
the Persian camp, but they were detected, 
and were upon the point of being executed, 
\rhen Xerxes stopped them, and led them all 
around the camp, and then sent them back, 
thinking the story they would tell of his 
power and numbers, would do him more 
good, than their death. But he found the 
Greeks were not all cowards; for Leoni- 
das with only 4,000 men met him in that 
narrow strait, and there he determined to 
conquer or die. Xerxes tried to hire bim 
to submit, but no promises of money or 
rank could move him. Then he sent an 
order to them to lay down their arms. To 
this, Leonidas only replied, ' come and 
take them.' At last he sent a body of 
Medes with orders to take them alive, and 
bring them to him; but the Greeks fought 
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to courageously, that they killed a great 
msny ana drove the rest back. Then he 
sent a company of 10,000 of the best troops 
io the whole army, which was called the 
'immortal band.' These were served as 
the first were; and Xerjires was so perplex- 
ed, he did not know what to do next. And 
there he might have staid all his life for 
all getting through the strait, if a wicked 
Macedonian had not shown him a secret way 
to the top of the mountain. Here he sent 
a body of soldiers, to take possession of 
the top of the mountaia: and Leonidas, 
seeing he should now be taken, dismissed 
all his men excepting three hundred Spar- 
tans ; and these fought till they were al) kill- 
ed but one. He was left alone, and he con- 
trived to get away and ran to Sparta. But 
he was considered there as a deserter, and 
no one would associate with bir». 

F. What men the Spartans were! Then 
Leonidaa was killed too. 

H. Yea, and the Greeks erected two 
monuments on the spot; one with this in- 
scription: 'Go stranger and tell at Lace- 
demon that we died here in obedience to 
her sacred laws.' And on the other wai 
inscribed, that 4,000 Greeks had withstood 
300,000 Persians. 

Mrs H. Vou will find the names of Le- 
onidaa and Thermopylse are Mill repeated 
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as watchwords, by every friend of liberty 
to tfaU day. 

F. I have oflen seen them when I hare 
been reading, but did aot know what they 
meant. 

H, And I have seen the name of l^oni- 
das in a liberty song, but I did know who 
he WBB. But juBtthink, Frances; although 
he was such a brave man and fought so no- 
bly to keop the enemy from coming into his 
country, Xerxes was mean enough to have 
his dead body searched out among the slain , 
and hung on a gallows! 

X That is one reason why I hate war 
so much. If a man is ever so good, he 
must give up all to a wicked king or a wicked 
somebody, just because he is not strong 
enough to keep him away; or else he must 
be treated as though he was the worst be- 
ing that over lived. Oh, I do hate war. 
But, then, I should like to have this war last 
long enough to get Xerxes welt punished. 

JHri H. Come, come, Jane, you are 
getting to be quite warm in ancient politics. 
Suppose you watt and let Henry finish his 
■tory. 

H. It will do Jane some good to know, 
that the Spartans found his bones, and had 
them brought to Sparta, and a magnificent 
monument was erected to his memory. 

f . You have not told us bow many men 
the Persians lost. 



s^dj-Googlc 



SM JUTtSILK ROLLtH. 

H. No lesi than 30,000. Xencea tried 
to conceal his loss from those of his 
soldiers, who were not in the battle, by or- 
dering those that were engaged in it, to dig 
large holes, eecretly, and throw all but 
about a thouaand of the dead bodies into it. 
But when the ioldiers, in the fleet, weat 
ashore the next day to see the|| field of bat- 
tle, they discovered the trick, and Xerxea 
only gained additional disgrace by his con- 
trivance. 

f . But, mama, Leonidas could not have 
expected to be able to destroy the whole 
army of Xerxea; and he must have known 
that when all his men were killed, the 
Persians would march through the strait 
and go into Greece ; and it appears to me, 
that be ought to have saved the lives of 
his brave followers, that they might help 
their countrymen in some other place. 

Itfri B. There was probably no other 
spot in the country, where Ihe Grecians 
could have killed 20,000 Persians, with the 
lossofonlj SOOmen ontheirownside. But 
this was not all. Leonidas wished to dis- 
courage the Persian soldiers, and make 
them afraid of the courage of men who 
fought for liberty; and he wished too to 
convince the Grecians, that it was not ne- 
cessary for them to meet their enemy with 
an equal number of soldiers, in order to 
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gain a Tictory, if they would but be reaolute, 
and determine to conquer or die: and his 
conduct had all this effect upon both ar- 
mies, nor has the world yet forgotten the 
lesson so effectually taught by the death of 
Leonidas and his SOO Spartans. Now, 
Henry, will you tell us, whether the fleeU 
had any engagements, or how they were 
employed. 

H. The Persians had, at first, 1,200 
large vessels snd 3,000 smalt ones, but 
storms had wrecked quite a number of them. 
When this fleet was near Thermopylte, the 
commander sent 200 of the vessels to keep 
watch around the north end of the island of 
£ubc£B, and take all the Greek Teaaelsthat 
came that Way. The Greeks heard of this 
and thought they could overcome so small 
K detachment; bo they immediately set sail 
in the night, hoping to come unexpectedly 
upon them, but they missed their object 
ahd came, unexpectedly to themselves, up- 
on the great body of the Persian fleet. 
They fought a while, and the Greeks had 
the advantage, but when it grew dark they 
cewated. 

jF, How many ships had the Greeks? 

S. Only 271. So, you see, the sailors 
were as brave as the soldiers. But now 
Ibey had assistance from another quarter. 

J. Then somebody finally concluded 
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the Greeks would conquer, aad had cour- 
age enouch to come and help them. 

^ I do not know, esactly, what that 
somebody tkoi^kt, for it was the wind; 
which appears to have been bo far of 
your opinion about Xerzes tlint it rose up in- 
to a storm that night, and almost destroyed 
the SOO ships at Eubcea, and very much in- 
jured the main fleet, which had been han- 
dled rather roughly by the Greeks in the 
day time. The next day the Greciana real- 
ly had an addition to their number of 53 
Tesaele, and with this help they agsio at- 
tacked the Peraians and sunk a great catuay 
ships. The next day the Persians began 
the battle, for they were ashamed of being 
attacked first. But the Greeks had found 
out that there was nothing to be afraid 
of, in the great size and splendid ornaments 
of the Persian vessels, or in the shouts and 
wac-BongB of the sailors, and that a few »oi- 
dUrt were better than a great many men; 
and they concluded, the best way, of desl- 
ing with such an enemy, was to make di- 
rectly up to them and let them see that they 
were not afraid of their looks or their noise. 
The third battle ended as the others did, in 
the greatest loss to the Persians, yet it was 
not decisive. 

F. Did the Greeks know shout (he bat- 
tle of Thermopyln ? 
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B. Not till afler these battles near Ar- 
tenusa; and then they Bailed away te Sala- 
min, leaving inacriptions, cut ijf large let- 
ters, in the rocks facing the sea, in which 
they exhorted the lonians to leave the ser- 
vice of the Persians, and come over to the 
side of their ancestors: or if they could 
not do that, to injure the Persians all they 
could in the time of battle, by refusing to 
obey orders, and putting every thing into 
confaaion, aa far as they could. 

J. But what was that for? The Per- 
sians could see the inscriptions, aa well as 
the loniana. 

H. This was what Themistocles wanted ; 
and he hoped to make them jealous of the 
lonians, so that they would send them awaj, 
and then they could have fewer veasels tor 
him to fight with, 

/. Ah, that was quite a coiitrivance. 
But now that the fleets are separated, I 
ahouldliketo know how Xerxes gets along 
on land. I suppose he marched his army 
through the Btraitthat had been so well de- 
fended. If I had been the commander of 
Greece, I would have filled it up and shut 
him in. 

H. That is, if yoa could have driven away 
the guard he left there. 

J. ObL I did not think of that. 

H. Well, you will be aorry to bear that 
21 
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he iDRTcbBd towude Athfloa with «j strong 
ft force, that the people of the city were 
obliged to leave it. 

J. Indeed I ihould. But you knew I 
told you Xerxes would destroy every city 
in Greece; and you thought I wasina htir- 

'y- 

H. Well; I bftve not told you yet, or 
read it either, that he Sid destroy eoery city. 
But I cannot tell you now whether be did or 
□ol; for Ihave recited as far aslhave read, 
and you must wait till to-morrow for the 
rest. 

Jane was almoet vexed with Henry, be- 
because he did not read just enough farther 
to sec whether Xerxes really conquered 
Greece or not. But as it was too near even- 
ing to allow of any more reading or reciting, 
Rt tfaftttime, she was obliged to do without it. 
To add to her troubles, just at sunset a car- 
riage drove up, and who should be in it, but 
uncle Robert and aunt Catharine, and their 
two children, William and Caroline, to spend 
a week with them. 
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JUVENILE BOOKS 



WILLIAM HYDE & CO. 

NO. 134 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON. 



I^e JJmtrican Girri Book, or Ofcupalion tor 
leisure Hours. By Mias Leslie. Contaialng a great 
variety or Amusements tor Ihfi piny houis of girls, 
■Dd directlooH for making J! kinda of Fancy ArUcles 
for the Toilet and Work T»ble. 

The £^t Oam Book; a complela Encylopaedia 
of all tiie DlTerBloDs, A(blelic, Scientific, and Reerna- 
Utc, of Boyhood and Toulh. IltasCiated by 150 En- 

Tht Little Gtrl'j Own £oak. By Mrs. Child, 
Author of ' Hobomok,* ' Frugal Housawlfe,' ■Moth- 
en Book,' &c. &c. Illuatrated with Engravings. 

The Child'3 Oion Book, or Spellliig and Reading 
Exemplified by Emblematic Figures ; with Ed- 

Convenaliont on the EUtory of MaeiixchiiMetH, 
from its First 8«ttlemeDt to the prasent period. By a 
Triend of Youth. 

Orieinol Poemtfor h^anl .VimJi. By Stat T»y- 
lor. Ornamented with Wood Cots. 

The Polite Present, or Manual of Good Afanner*. 
A dlt Pocket Volume. 

SeeolUetiotu of a Beloved Suter. By the Ad- 
tbor of ' Little Sophy, tc." 

Storieajrom Romatt Hitlory. By a Ijidy.— With 
IS fine Eogravinga. 
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StorUt fionCSeHptwe, on n New Plan. Embel- 
llgbcd with 24 Copper-plilc Enenringa ; Old uid New 
Teitement. Id 2 PockefVolumeg 

CettDonationt on CoTiimon Thing$,jwi(ii Qnw- 

tlOM. 

PriiHito JBmrt. Br &« Aatborof 'Conremttoiia 
on Common Tbingt. 

.Ecenuig Hour*, or > Fuailiu ComineDUry on the 
N«w Teitament. 

Cfemum Popular Storia, Translited from Ihe 
Rander DDd Hhiu Hircheo. Collected by M. H. 
Grimg, from Oral Tradition. 

Book qf Ornithology for FoulA.rembndnz de- 

S' tions of themoatiDlerestiQgaadremarkableBinb, 
: couDlries, with S20 easriiriDga. 

Tola of Travelt. By Solomon Bell, late R„^„ 
of the Tnrellai's Library, Prorince-houM Court, 
Boston. 

Vol. I. coolBiM Travel* West of tbo'MisBu^pid, 
tocluding Lemls' and Clark's Travels— Long's Ex- 
pedition, and jeirett'e NuratiTe. Illustrated bj 
numoroui Engrarings. 

Vol. IJ. contains Travels in Central A&ie*. In- 
cluding Denhun »nd Clapperton's Exhibltjoo — Par^a 
First and SeDond Joumej. Tudiey'i Voyifre ap tbe 
Congo. Bowditch's Account of the Mission to Aah- 
anlee. Clapperton's second ezpedlSoa— and Cuillie's 
Travels to Timbucto. With a Map and numerous 
Engravings. 

Vol. III. coQtiinsTravels in the North orEurope; 
including Brook's Travels in Lapland — Coqhij'b 
Travels In Norway, Sweden, and Denmark; and 
Granville's Travels in Russia and Poland. With ■ 
Map and nameroua Engravings. 

Tbsse volumes are sold separatsly, and are very 
ialareeting and initnirtlve BooVs for Tonng Peraom. 
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This Book is designed to impart in a ample mtDlMT, 
and by fomiliar conveimtion, some preliminary knowl- 
edge of Botany. 

Natural Hutory <^ Bird*, Fabea,Repti\m indln- 
•ects. By John Blgland. lUuMntadbr 12 Colored 
Pl«l«. 

Ferria; Containing a deacription of flie Coantn, 
iTiCh an account of its Government, liBws, and ReU- 
slon — and of the Character, Manneni and Ciutoma, 
Arts, Amusemenls, be of its Inhabllanl*. By Frad< 
«ricl[ Shoberl. Illu«[ra(ed vith 12 Colored Eugnv- 

Z%e Chiidren't Robinton Onuoe; or the remtrka- 
ble BdventureBofaDEDgliBhiDtii, who lived fire rears 
on an Unknoirn and Uninhabited laland in the Paeill 
Ic Ocean. Embellished with Cals. 

Tht Story of the L^t o/" Lqfayttte, as told by a 
Father to big Children.' By the Author of the' Chil- 
dren's Hobinson Crusoe.' Wilb a Portrait. 

Storiet qf the S^anuh Canqutit in Omenta. By 
the Author of the ' Bentitudes.' 

The Child"! Book qf the Sovi. By Rev. T. H. Gal- 
landel— with Plates. Part Irt and part 2nd. 

JVuttheli qf KnowUdge. By Rev. Isaac Taylor. 
With 16 EogisTings. 

The Teaeher't Gift to hie Ptiptb. With nomer- 
OU! Ea^Tlnea, 

Tfte J*Vim3», a True 7\i1e of Loto and Joy fiom 



—forlhe use of Young Persons. By die Author" oC 
American Popular Lbbbods. 

The Child't Bolany—viOi Plates. 

Storiet about the f^ephant. 

Tie Chiid't Book on the Creatioa. 
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Peter ParU^i Book*. 
OntiOttiogy for Yoath. 
8toht» tbout Americi. 
Do. do. New Eo^ind. 
Do. do. The Americaii Revoluflon. 
Do. do. Eatope. 
Do. do. Asia. 
Do. do. Africa. 
Do. do. liUndr. 
Do. do. The 8c s. 
Do. do. The Sun, Hoon uid 8tw«. 
Do. do. Three Hundred A(>liD*li. 
Do. for Winter Evonlog*. 
These Work* are wiitteo in a very pleating manner, 
lllmtnted with Enp^TiDgi, utd nell adapted for 
Young; Persons. 

ALSO— Peter Parlttf*. First Book of Biitory. 
With 60 £DEriviDg3, and 16 Maps. 

Mama'i Leuant for her little Bojrs and Girts, ia 
Two Parts. With 16 Copper-plate Eneraviogg. First 
Part, a Series of Lenaas in words o[ tLree sod four 
letters. Second Put — eblefl; io Monoiyllables. 
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VALUABLE SCHOOL BOOKS, 

PUBI.IBBI1D IT 

WILLIAM HYDE, fc CO. 

NO. 1S4 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON. 

THE AMERICAN SCHOOL GEOGRAPHT. 

Thefottmrinf, Utter hat bten addreutd to the Ju 
thor by the Principali of the Public Grammar 
SehooU, Boitoti. 
To BxatiDM Fi«i.i), E»«, 

Sir — Wo h«VB eiamiDed your work on Oeognphj, 
ind rooflider it decidedly prefenble to any other Dow 
used in our Public Schooli. 

We are parlicularly gralified to fiDd, that you haVB 
omitted Ibe oHleH and unimportant maUer, feoeirally 
imbodied in other School Geographic*, vhteh n^ea 
il not only Decoitny for the pupil li> itody over a bete- 
Togeneous inaiB of facts, altogolher dlfmpnected with 
the main sutijeet, but likewise dooma him to the men- 
ial drtidgery of commitling and recldun Dumerooa 
catal^^es of unimportant naraea and localitie*, which 
If recollected, would be woru than UBeleas, and tend 
much to perplex the mind, and impede the progreaa of 
ibe achtdar In obtalnlne that knowledge of the Mibject 
wUA tnatiDctkiD ia dealgned to Inqnrt W« bink 
fom ayatMn well adapted to the capaclliet of children 
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and Aal It cODtilna M that Is in imy way importaat Ut 
be liatghl in this elementary branch of educalion. 
Such other minute informition on this Bucjecl aa may 
at limes be necessary or useful, in the ca^aal'purpotea 
of Iire,<h(>u1d he obtained from tlie larger hook b, Gaz- 
etteers, and Maps of reference, proper for the library; 

queotly atlempted, farm an; part of the TeiC Books 
of our Common Sehoola. 

We would add, that we are much pleased with the 
Mapi accompanying the work, which unlike any we 
liave seen, cOdIsId only the most pronilDeat places, 
and are not crowded and rendered wholly illegible by 
a multitude of iDConsldemble and uaim porta at places. 
Respectfully, 

Cornelius Walker, Eliot School, 
Abruham Andrews, Bowdain Sehool. 
Charles Fox, Boylitmi School. 
R. G. Parker, Franldin School. 
SamFiel Barrett, Jidatna School, 
William P. Page, Saiotn School. 
Baiton, October Slst, 1831. 

The (bllawlDg natices have appeared in iMne oT the 
Public Joun.als. 
From the .Smerieon Siatetmtm. 
Th« Anerican School Geoeraphy, by Ramuni 
Field, A. M., is the title ot a new Geiieraphy recent* 
IV published by William Hyde. Mr. Fiehl is princl- 
tnl of Itie Hancock Grammar School, and is deserred- 
ly esteemed as a teacher ot csalted merit. The plan 
adopted by Hr. Field, appeara to us to be decidedly 
preamble lo any heretofore pursued in the arrange- 
ment of vmilar works, and one which la excellently 
well adapted to the understanding of pupils. The 
plain and dbtiDct manner in which Mr. Field has ar- 
raDied the Mathematical, Physical and Civil branch* 
es of his Geography, Is a very f[reel improrenient ; 
the omfiued style in which tbeM dlSerent deputmenla 
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are jambUd toother id most publiciUona of this chir- 
Bcler, is & serious objeclion to ihem, bdiI in many io- 
atanre* reniierB Ihem almost enlireJy incompreheuai- 
ble lo the atudeat. 

From tht .SmeTiean Traveller. 
Ma. FtEi.i>, the Prigcipal of (he Hancock School 
for girls, hga DrOTcd liimself a iudicioits Author u 
well X! 

j"»t Pi . , - . , 

troduced a« an elemeDtary book,in many ollhe public 
aehoolB, lis excellence consists in Its brevity, aini- 
pllcity and great clearness. There are no tediauanea* 
of descripUoa and lalnuteDeaii of detail, lo load the 
miod and wnarr the memory ; no narration of unim- 
portant facts and blending toother of d:alinci subjects, 
10 perplei the ambilious. and dishearten the weali ; 
but whalever Is nece'sary for a be|jnner in the de- 
partment of Geography, is here brought irithin a 
■null compus, and arranged nith the aliilfut hand of 

Tktfollowiing •notittit from Mark .S. D. W. Botee, 
A. JIf. Tutor in Brawn Univeraily.andlattprin- 
eipal of one of the Pvblie SchooU i» Sotton. 
The Geogiapbv of Mr. Field, as a book for achoola 
po'sessea some decided advantages oTer any other 
with wbich I am acquainted. In. the making of 
school books, perhaps none of the many difficulties 
which arise, haa bad so little alleolion, as the leleC' 
tion qfmaterialt. There are many matters connect- 
ed with eyery branch of knowledge which cannot 
pro&lably be laidjbefore thclyouthful mind, 'and which 
if forced upon it, will only render its impressions of 
other items of undisputed vaiue, confused and indis- 
tinct. The work in quaslian bears evidence of much 
discernment in this respect ; for while it haa disctrd- 
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a arrangemenl of 

iaiect ID all the school Geojcraphies nilb which 1 »m 
familiar, U Ihe wtmt of a ladd aail pbUoaophical ar- 
raneemeot 

NothiDg more efiectually iaapAcUatea i cbild for 
acquirin^E anj knowledge oTa BUbjaet thin being mel 
on hiafint introduction la if, by a mui of dtsconnect- 
ed fact! ; bj dividing and keeping separate through- 
out the various brancbea into which Gei^npbiei re- 
tolres Itself. Mr. Field fasii, we think, tvoided this 
•onroe <^ difficulty. 

A very cursory glance at the Maps which accom- 
pany this volume, will convince any one of their 
■daptednes* to the use of the young student, and slill 
they exhibit all Ihe im|iortaDt features whidi a m^ 
li deiugned to represent. 

Jt ekUedoMtn ifJVatwal Jluology. By I. Nicn- 
01.1, D. D. Pastor of the First Church in Portland. 
— Sd edition, with additions and improvements. 

The ChiiSt Book if Amtriam Geography, with 
cevenly-five engravinfrg and sixteen maps ; designed 
as an easy tsA entertaiiung introduction to the study 
of geography, fb the use of bogioners. Square 
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